REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NRCS-7103-4-31

GRAZING LANDS CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

1.  Agency:  Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), United States Department of Agriculture, Arkansas

2.  CFDA NO  10.902 Soil and Water Conservation

3.  Purpose: To develop and implement a program to deliver grazing and pasture educational and technical assistance to Arkansas livestock farmers, natural resource professionals, and other users of technical material. 

4.  Action: Notice of request for proposals.

5.  Summary:  USDA NRCS administers the Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative Program (GLCI) to help livestock farmers address natural resource concerns while enhancing the economic, environmental and social stability of grazing land enterprises and communities.  NRCS needs an entity to assist in the development of collaborative effort among agriculture groups, provide funding for educational activities and associated activities, and serve as a communication link with organizations involved in GLCI activities.

6.  Description:  The purpose is to engage in a cooperative effort to support grazing lands educational activities to landowners, landusers and educators in Arkansas.  NRCS and the University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service, by working with this entity in this effort, will be able to coordinate with a larger group of landowners in order to promote the proper use of grazing land.  Recipients of training will be educated on better use of the land and enhanced grazing land management which will lead to improved water quality, better use of available natural resources, diminished negative impact on wildlife and other resource improvements.  The entity will:

a.  Develop collaborative efforts among the agricultural groups in Arkansas to develop educational activities.

b.  Provide financial support for training and educational activities as described below:

1)  Published materials for dissemination at the training activities.

2)  Expenses for speakers and other trainers for these activities.

3)  Demonstrations of innovative grazing lands conservation measures.

4)  Field trips to view grazing land management options.

5)  Supplies and materials required for the trainings and activities.

6)  Meals and related expenses for participants at sponsored functions.

7)  Publicity for the educational activities.


NRCS will:

a.  Provide on behalf of USDA up to $20,000 per year for carrying out work d
escribed above (B1,2).

b.  Provide funds upon receipt of properly completed SF-270, “Request for Advance or Reimbursement” and supporting documents.

c.  Provide expertise through the State and Area Grazing Lands Specialists to assist in planning, organizing, and carrying out educational activities.

7.  Eligible applicants:  State or local governments, non-profit organizations with 501c(3) status, Native American Tribal Governments and Organizations, Institutions of Higher Education, Individuals, Small Businesses, and for-profit organizations other than small businesses.

8.  Evaluation criteria:  

a.  Organizational capabilities (20%).  The adequacy of the organization and availability of personnel to successfully manage the project.

b.  Project design (20%).  The reasonableness and feasibility of the applicant’s approach and analysis of accomplishing objectives in the desired time frame.

c.  Capable of providing in-kind contributions and other sources of financial support toward meeting the objectives of the project (30%).

d.  Ability to demonstrate past history and credibility of working with farm clients and farm organizations (30%).

9.  Methods of evaluating and ranking applicants:

All applications will be reviewed to confirm the applicant is eligible and to ensure the application contains the elements specified in the announcement.  Each complete application will be evaluated and ranked based on the evaluation criteria.  Based on the recommendations, the responsible individual will select an applicant for the potential award.  Discussions may be held with each applicant regarding the applicant’s experience and proposed plan of action.  Negotiations may be necessary regarding cost and terms and conditions for inclusion in the cooperative agreement.

10.  Deadline for receipt of applications:  Applicant must submit one original and five copies of their proposal to Soila  Reando, Contracting Officer, Room 3416 Federal Building, 700 West Capitol Avenue, Little Rock, AR 72201-3225 by NLT 4:00 pm CDT, August 18, 2004.  Applications received after that time will not be considered.  Facsimiles will not be accepted.

11.  Available funding: It is the intent of the NRCS to fulfill its obligations under this agreement.  However, commitments cannot be made beyond the period for which funds have been appropriated by Congress.  In the event funds from which NRCS may fulfill its obligations are not appropriated, this agreement will automatically terminate.

12.  Project period:  October 1, 2004 to September 30, 2007

13.  Type of funding instrument and estimated number of awards:  The NRCS anticipates awarding one cooperative agreement under this announcement.

14.  Procedures for applying for assistance:  Applications are limited to 10 pages that address the following areas:


a.  Description of the resources and experience of the organization.


b.  A budget and detailed narrative in support of the form SF-424a,b for the 
project period showing funding sources and itemized costs.  Show any costs that 
the applicant indicates will be contributed in support of this project.


c.  The organization’s level of commitment in terms of availability to personnel 
and funding.


d.  A description of the capabilities to fulfill the terms of the cooperative 
agreement including a brief description of the organization entity and past 
experiences.


e.  List of past experience with providing educational activities.


f.  Applications must use Standard Form 424 as the cover sheet.


g.  The following forms are required and can be obtained from the issuing officer 
or the web sites listed below


http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/grants_forms.html or 

Standard Form 424
Application for Federal Assistance

Standard Form 424A
Budget Information – Non-construction Programs

Standard Form 424B
Assurances – Non-construction Programs

SF-LLL

Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

SF-269A

Financial Status Report (after award)

SF-270


Request for Advance or Reimbursement (after award)

15.  Agency contact:


Soila Reando, Contracting Officer, 501-301-3130


Jim Caudle, State Resource Conservationist, 501-301-3122

