PAGE  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

NRCS-7103-4-28

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans 

1. AGENCY:  DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

2. CFDA NO.:   10.912 Environmental Quality Incentives Program.
3. PURPOSE:  The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality.  Through EQIP, farmers may receive financial and technical assistance to install or implement structural or management practices on eligible agricultural land.  EQIP was authorized in the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 which provides that the Secretary may request the services of, and enter into cooperative agreements with, non-Federal entities to assist in providing technical assistance necessary to develop and implement conservation programs under Title II – Conservation.
4. ACTION:  Notice of Request for Proposal (RFP) for a Competitive Cooperative Agreement..

5. SUMMARY:  NRCS is seeking planning and technical services to provide Arkansas livestock producers assistance with the development of Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP) when required for participation in the EQIP.  Applicants selected will be responsible for assisting NRCS in providing technical assistance necessary to develop CNMPs.  CNMPs may need to be developed for facilities that produce poultry, swine, beef, dairy, etc.
The applicant will need to be certified as a technical service provider meeting the NRCS national criteria established for “CNMP Total Plan Development”, or have participating individuals certified in each of the individual “CNMP Plan Development” categories (Feed Management, Land Treatment, Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage, Nutrient Management).  In all cases, the applicant must have a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Arkansas on staff.  The certification criteria is located in TechReg, an NRCS web based certification application program found at https://techreg.nrcs.usda.gov.  All technical services provided must meet USDA standards and specifications as set forth in Departmental manuals, handbooks, guides, and other references for soils mapping and natural resources information, conservation planning, conservation practice application, and other areas of technical assistance.  The applicant shall report to NRCS the appropriate data elements associated with the technical services provided to the Department or program participant so that the data can be entered into the conservation accomplishment tracking system.  

6. ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:  Unrestricted (i.e., open to any type of entity above), subject to any clarification in text field entitled "Additional Information on Eligibility"

7. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants must submit one original and five copies of their proposal to the following individual no later than 4:00 p.m., August 30, 2004.  Proposals will not be accepted by facsimile.  Proposals received after this time will not be considered.
Soila Reando, Contract Specialist

Room 3416 Federal Office Building

700 West Capitol Avenue

Little Rock, AR  72201

Phone 501-301-3130

Fax 501-301-3188

Email soila.reando@ar.usda.gov.

8. EVALUATION CRITERIA AND WEIGHTS:  Initially, all application packages will be reviewed to confirm that the applicant is an eligible recipient with appropriate TSP certifications and to ensure that the application package contains all of the items specified in the Proposal Content section of this announcement.  A Review Board will then evaluate each application from all eligible recipients.  Based on the recommendations for the Review Board, the Responsible Official will select applications for potential award.  Discussions may be held with each applicant regarding the applicant’s experience, the proposed plan of action or alternative courses of action.  Negotiations may be necessary regarding costs and terms, and conditions for inclusion in the cooperative agreement.  The applications will be evaluated using the following criteria.

1. Organizational capabilities.  (40%) The adequacy of organizational resources and experience to successfully manage and perform the project.  Share in a common mission that supports the natural resource conservation efforts with agricultural producers.  Capable of providing in-kind contributions and other sources of financial support toward meeting the objective of the project. 
2. Project personnel.  (25%)  The reasonableness and feasibility of the applicant’s approach for successfully achieving the objectives of the project within the required time frame.
3. Understanding the intent of EQIP and other USDA cost-share programs.  (25%)  The applicant’s recognition of the value and need of the project and the full understanding of the intent of EQIP.
4. Ability to demonstrate past history and credibility of working with farm clients.  (10%)  Ability to be certified by NRCS to receive clearance for network access as well as client data files.

9. SPECIAL AWARD SELECTION FACTORS:  After evaluating all applications received, in the event that insufficient funds are available to award to all meritorious applications, NRCS will consider the following special award factors in the award decision.

1. Priority will be given to the applicants that share in a common mission area

2. Priority will be given to applicants who have the highest probability of providing in-kind contributions and other sources of financial support.

3. Priority will be given to applicants that have the highest probability of credibility among EQIP participants and have demonstrated the ability to utilize and maintain client data in a confidential manner.  

10. AVAILABLE FUNDING:  All awards are subject to the availability of funds being appropriated by Congress.  Cooperative agreements will be awarded for a one-year project.  It is anticipated that approximately $125,000 will be available for this program in FY2004.  Available funding for subsequent years is not fixed and may vary considerably.  Amendments to agreement(s) may be developed upon availability of funding in follow-on years (approximately a five-year period).  Cooperative agreements have been determined to be the appropriate funding instrument because of the substantial involvement of NRCS in providing program and technical oversight, coordination and time frames of projects.

11. TYPE OF FUNDING INSTRUMENT AND ESTIMATED NUMBER OF AWARDS:  The NRCS anticipates awarding one or more cooperative agreements under this announcement.

12. PROCEDURES FOR APPLYING: The application package must be submitted with OMB Standard Form 424 (Rev. 4-88, including 424A and 424B), Application for Federal Assistance, with the required information filled in and the certified assurances signed.  While the Form 424A deals with budget information and Section B identifies Budget Categories, the available space does not permit a level of detail which is sufficient to provide for a meaningful evaluation of the proposed total costs.  A supplemental sheet shall be provided which presents a detailed breakdown of the proposed costs, as well as any costs which the applicant indicates will be contributed in support of this project.  Applicants shall assume that awards will be made by September 7, 2004, and should prepare their applications accordingly.
The application shall include a narrative statement of not more than 12 pages which addresses the following as a minimum:

1. A budget and detailed narrative in support of the form SF424A, B for the project period showing funding sources and itemized costs.
2. A brief description of the capabilities to fulfill the terms of the cooperative agreement, including a brief description of the organizational entity and of the qualifications, employment status, and current responsibilities for staff responsible for implementation.  Resumes for key personnel should be included in the appendix.

3. The applicant’s level of commitment in terms of the staff, equipment, resources, and/or funding support necessary to leverage the project.  Include the categories of TSP certification of staff.  As a minimum, the applicant must provide a Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Arkansas, with all appropriate TSP certifications related to a CNMP, including ability to plan related engineering practices.  This task will not include actual design of these practices.  Designate a “project coordinator” who will have final decision authority for the applicant to resolve any problems and conflicts that might arise with the development or modification of CNMPs, financial payments, etc.
4. A list of past experience with developing CNMPs or any related practices.  Applicants shall provide two samples of previous work.
5. The application shall include an appendix.  Material should be included only when necessary to support information provided in the narrative.  Copies of documents, brochures, etc., are encouraged to demonstrate experience, knowledge, skills, and abilities.

The following forms are required and can be obtained from the issuing officer or one of the web sites listed below:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants/grants_forms.html
Standard Form 424
Application for Federal Assistance

Standard Form 424A
Budget Information – Non-construction Programs

Standard Form 424B
Assurances – Non-construction Programs

SF-LLL


Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

SF-269A

Financial Status Report (after award)

SF-270


Request for Advance or Reimbursement (after award)

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/mpls.library/forms/adforms/
*Form AD-1047
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Responsibility Other Matters-Primary Covered Transactions

*Form AD-1048
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered Transactions
13. AGENCY CONTACT:  Soila Reando, Contract Specialist, 501-301-3130, Doris Washington, Assistant State Conservationist for Strategic Planning, 501-301-3162, Jim Caudle, State Resource Conservationist, 501-301-3122.
14. AUTHORITY:  Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, Public Law 107-171

15. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS: 
The recipient must warrant in writing that the technical service provided will: 
1. Comply with all applicable Federal, State, and Tribal and local laws and requirements;

2. Meet applicable Department standards, specifications, and program requirements;

3. Be consistent with the conservation program goals and objectives in the agreement; and

4. Incorporate, where appropriate, low-cost alternatives that would address the resource issues and meet the objectives of both the program and program participants for which assistance is provided.

The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, Section 708, limits indirect costs under cooperative agreements between USDA and non-profit institutions, including institutions of higher education, to ten percent of the total direct costs of the agreement.  Section 708 authorizes an exception to the ten percent limit for institutions that compute indirect cost rates on similar basis for all agencies for which the Act makes appropriations.  If requested, indirect costs must be justified and may not exceed the ten percent limitation or the current rate negotiated with the cognizant Federal-negotiating agency.  Applications from colleges and universities must provide a statement in the budget narrative verifying that the indirect costs requested are in accordance with institutional policies.   

The applicant will assure and certify shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations, Executive Orders and other generally applicable requirements, including those set out in 7 CFR 3015, 3016, 3017, 3018, 3019, and 3052 which will be incorporated in the agreement by reference, and such other statutory provisions as are specifically set forth in the agreement.

The applicant, by signing or submitting this application, is providing a certification set forth in Appendix C to 7 CFR 3017; Certification Regarding Drug-Free Workplace Requirements.

The OMB Circulars will be incorporated by reference and made a part of each agreement awarded under this process.  Applicants are encouraged to review the appropriate circulars prior to requesting federal funds.  OMB circulars may be viewed on-line at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/index.html.  Failure of a cooperator to comply with any provision may be the basis for withholding payments for proper charges made by the cooperator and for termination of support.

1. Agreements with colleges and universities shall be in accordance with the following OMB circulars:

· Circular A-21, Cost Principles for Educational Institutions

· Circular A-110, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Other Agreements with Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals and Other Non-Profit Organizations

· Circular A-133, Audits of Institutions of Higher Learning and Other Non-Profit Institutions

2. Agreements with State and local governments shall be in accordance with the provisions of the following OMB circulars:

· Circular A-87, Cost Principles for State and Local Governments

· Circular A-102, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements with State and Local Governments

· Circular A-133, Audits of Institutions of Higher Learning and Other Non-Profit Institutions

3. Agreements made with non-profit organizations shall be in accordance with the following OMB circulars:

· Circular A-110, Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Agreements With Institutions of Higher Education, Hospitals, and Other Non-Profit Organizations

· Circular A-122, Cost Principles for Non-Profit Organizations

· Circular A-133, Audits of Institutions of Higher Learning and Other Non-Profit Institutions

4. Agreements with organizations other than those indicated above shall be in accordance with the basic principles of OMB Circular A-110, and cost principles shall be in accordance with Part 31 of the Federal Acquisition Regulations.
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