All elements are required entries except for the Optional entries marked with an asterisk (*).  Reference PRDA BAA Guide in Library.   Delete inapplicable information as necessary.

Overview Information

(The purpose of the overview section is to provide potential offerors information that could help potential offerors decide whether to read the full announcement.)

Federal Agency Name:  Air Force Research Laboratory

Program Research Development/Broad Agency Announcement Title:  Advance Research for Warfighter Interface Technologies (ARWIT)

Program Research Development Broad Agency Announcement Type:  This is the initial announcement. (or Amendment 1 to xxx, etc.)
Program Research Development Broad Agency Announcement Number: BAA 04-06 HE
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s):  If a grant or assistance instrument is awarded, the CFDA number will be 12.800 (AF) or 12.910 (DARPA) (select one)

Proposal Due Date and Time:  This BAA is open and effective until 30 Sep 09
Additional Overview Content:

Air Force Research Laboratory, Materials Directorate, Wright Research Site is soliciting technical and cost proposals on the research effort described below.  This is an unrestricted solicitation.  Small businesses are encouraged to propose on all or any part of this solicitation.  The NAICS Code for this acquisition is 541710, and the small business size standard is 500 employees.  Proposals submitted shall be in accordance with this announcement.  There will be no other solicitation issued in regard to this requirement.  Offerors should be alert for any PRDA/BAA amendments that may permit extensions to the proposal submission date. 

Potential offerors are notified that effective 01 Jun 1998, in order to be eligible to receive any DOD award, contractors must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) Database, unless a contractor meets any of the exceptions of DFARS 204.7302.  On-line registration instructions can be accessed from the Wright Research Site Contracting Office home page at http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/ or the DISA CCR home page at http://www.ccr.gov/
Type of Contract/Instrument: Cost Plus Fixed Fee or Cost (no fee)/Cooperative Agreements or Grants; (Tailor as needed) 
Estimated Program Cost:  $25 Million

Anticipated Number of Awards:  Unknown
Brief Program Summary:  The Human Effectiveness Directorate of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) is soliciting white papers under this announcement for innovative technologies to support the development of Advance Research for Warfighter Interface Technologies (ARWIT). The objective of this BAA is to address highly unique and innovative Research & Development (R&D) concept areas in Warfighter Interface Technologies. Proposed work should address the innovative and strategic thought of the 21st century adversaries, and develop new concepts to counter these adversaries with innovative warfighter interface capabilities. The technology research in the BAA will be primarily focused in the following five areas: Battlespace Visualization; System Control Interfaces; Cognitive Systems; Collaborative Interfaces; and Battlespace Acoustics.  
Address technical questions to TECHNICAL POC:  Ronald Yates, AFRL/HEC, phone (937) 255-7587, e mail:  Ronald.yates@wpafb.af.mil (insert e mail address); mail address:  2255 H. Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7022

Address contracting questions to  CONTRACTING POC  Robert Klees, AFRL/MLKH , (937) 656-9882, e mail:  Robert.klees@wpafb.af.mil (insert e mail address) ;

 Mail address:  AFRL/, Bldg 167,  2310 8th St., Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801

Full Text Announcement

I.  TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Human Effectiveness Directorate of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) is soliciting white papers under this announcement for innovative technologies to support the development of Advance Research for Warfighter Interface Technologies (ARWIT). The objective of this BAA is to address highly unique and innovative Research & Development (R&D) concept areas in Warfighter Interface Technologies. Proposed work should address the innovative and strategic thought of the 21st century adversaries, and develop new concepts to counter these adversaries with innovative warfighter interface capabilities. The technology research in the BAA will be primarily focused in the following five areas: Battlespace Visualization; System Control Interfaces; Cognitive Systems; Collaborative Interfaces; and Battlespace Acoustics.  The following sections provide further details of each research area: 

1).  The Battlespace Visualization research area conducts research and develops technologies and procedures that demonstrate and evaluate optimum visual information transfer to the warfighter, to promote battle space awareness and combat effectiveness.  Specific research area includes:

-  Development of display media such as panel mounted displays, head mounted displays and night vision goggles

-  Development and demonstration of technologies to optimize battle space awareness 

-  Investigation of advanced symbology, formats, and icons to enhance information visualization and situational awareness.  

-  Enhancement of warfighter vision and visual interfaces to improve weapon system human effectiveness during day and night operations during all-weather conditions.

2). System Control Interfaces research area conducts research and develops technologies and procedures that demonstrate and evaluate the optimum integration of crew system control and display technologies, and operator exploitation of manned and unmanned weapon system capabilities.

3). Cognitive Systems research area conducts research and develops technologies, models and simulations to optimize operator performance across the battle space.

4). Collaborative Interfaces research area conducts research and develops technologies and procedures that demonstrate and evaluate optimum interface technology that revolutionizes human-human and human-machine collaboration in a network-centric warfare environment.

5). Battlespace Acoustics research area conducts research and develops technologies and procedures that demonstrate and evaluate revolutionary auditory displays and interface systems to optimize the performance and safety of military personnel across the battle space.

II. AWARD     INFORMATION:

This BAA is open and effective until 30 Sep 09.     Total funding for this BAA is approximately $25M.     The anticipated funding to be obligated under this BAA is broken out by fiscal year as follows: FY 04 up to $1M; FY 05 up to $5.1M; and FY 06  up to $5.1M; FY 06 up to $4.7M; FY 07 up to $4.6M; FY 08 up to $4.6M; FY 09 up to $4.6M.     Individual awards will not normally exceed 24 months with dollar amounts ranging between $ 200K and $2M per year.  Awards of efforts as a result of this announcement will be in the form of contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, or other transactions depending upon the nature of the work proposed.

III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION:

1.     ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:     All potential applicants are eligible.     Foreign or foreign-owned offerors are advised that their participation is subject to foreign disclosure review procedures. Foreign or foreign-owned offerors should immediately contact the contracting office focal point, Robert E. Klees, Contracting Officer, telephone (937) 656-9882 or e-mail Robert.Klees@wpafb.af.mil for information if they contemplate responding. The e-mail must reference the title and BAA 04-06 HE.


IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION:

1.     APPLICATION PACKAGE:  THIS ANNOUNCEMENT CONSTITUTES THE ONLY SOLICITATION.     WE ARE SOLICITATING WHITE PAPERS ONLY.       DO NOT SUBMIT A FORMAL PROPOSAL AT THIS TIME.     Those white papers found to be consistent with the intent of this BAA may be invited to submit a technical and cost proposal. See Section VI of this announcement for further details.   
 
2.     CONTENT AND FORM OF SUBMISSION: Offerors are required to submit three (3) copies of a three (3) to five (5) page white paper summarizing their proposed approach/solution. The purpose of the white paper is to preclude unwarranted effort on the part of an offeror whose proposed work is not of interest to the Government. The white paper will be formatted as follows: Section A: Title, Period of Performance, ROM, Name of Company; Section B: Task Objective; and Section C: Technical Summary. Multiple white papers within the purview of this announcement may be submitted by each offeror. If the offeror wishes to restrict their white papers/proposals, they must be marked with the restrictive language stated in FAR 15.609(a) and (b). All white papers/proposals shall be double spaced with a font no smaller than 12 pitch.     In addition, respondents are requested to provide their Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) number, a fax number, and an e-mail address with their submission. All responses to this announcement must be addressed to the technical POC, as discussed in paragraph five of this section.     

3.     SUBMISSION DATES AND TIMES:  It is recommended that white papers be received by the following dates to maximize the possibility of award: FY 04 should be submitted within 45 days of this publication; FY 05 between 1 Jan and 1 Mar 06; FY 06 between 1 Jan and 1 Mar 06; FY 07 between 1 Jan 07 and 1 Mar 08 White papers will be accepted until 5pm Eastern time 30 Sep 08, but it is less likely that funding will be available in each respective fiscal year after the dates cited.  Submission of white papers will be regulated in accordance with FAR 15.208.

4.     FUNDING RESTRICTIONS:  The cost of preparing white papers/proposals in response to this announcement is not considered an allowable direct charge to any resulting contract or any other contract, but may be an allowable expense to the normal bid and proposal indirect cost specified in FAR 31.205-18.       Incurring pre-award costs for ASSISTANCE INSTRUMENTS ONLY, are regulated by the DoD Grant and Agreements Regulations (DODGARS). 

5.     OTHER SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:     DO NOT send white papers to the Contracting Officer.     All responses to this announcement must be addressed to ATTN: Mr. Ronald Yates, AFRL/HEC 2255 H. Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7022.       Respondents are required to provide their Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number with their submittal and reference BAA-04-06-HE.


V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION:

1.     CRITERIA:     The following criteria will be used to determine whether white papers and proposals submitted are consistent with the intent of this BAA and of interest to the Government, which are listed in equal order of importance:     (1) New and creative solutions (2)  Soundness of Approach (3) Understanding the problem, and (4) The offeror’s past experience with the technology, including personnel and related facilities.  White papers and proposals submitted will be evaluated as they are received.     White papers and proposals submitted will be evaluated as they are received.     


2.     REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS:     Only Government employees will be reviewing the white papers/proposals for selection.     The Air Force Research Laboratory's Human Effectiveness Directorate has contracted for various business and staff support services, some of which require contractors to obtain administrative access to proprietary information submitted by other contractors. Administrative access is defined as "handling or having physical control over information for the sole purpose of accomplishing the administrative functions specified in this contract or order, which do not require the review, reading, or comprehension of the content of the information on the part of non-technical professionals assigned to accomplish the specified administrative tasks."     These contractors have signed general non-disclosure agreements and organizational conflict of interest statements.     The required administrative access will be granted to non-technical professionals. Examples of the administrative tasks performed include: a. Assembling and organizing information for R&D case files; b. Accessing library files for use by government personnel; and c. Handling and administration of proposals, contracts, contract funding and queries.     Any objection to administrative access must be in writing to the Contracting Officer and shall include a detailed statement of the basis for the objection.       

VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION:

1.     AWARD NOTICES:     Those white papers found to be consistent with the intent of this BAA may be invited to submit a technical and cost proposal. Notification by email or letter will be sent by the Contracting Officer.     Such invitation does not assure that the submitting organization will be awarded a contract.     Those white papers not selected to submit a proposal will be notified in the same manner.     Prospective offerors are advised that only Contracting Officers are legally authorized to commit the Government.

All offerors submitting white papers will be contacted by the technical POC, referenced in Section VII of this announcement.     Offerors can email the technical POC for status of their white paper/proposal no earlier than 45 days after proposal submission. 

2.     ADMINISTRATIVE AND NATIONAL POLICY REQUIREMENTS:     

Depending on the work to be performed, the offeror may require up to a TOP SECRET facility clearance and safeguarding capability; therefore, personnel identified for assignment to a classified effort must be cleared for access up to a TOP SECRET information at the time of award.     In addition, the offeror may be required to have, or have access to, a certified and Government-approved facility to support work under this BAA.     Data subject to export control constraints may be involved and only firms holding certification under the US/Canada Joint Certification Program (JCP) (www.dlis.dla.mil/jcp) are allowed access to such data.


VII.     AGENCY CONTACTS:

All questions prior to the submission of a technical and cost proposal can be addressed to the technical POC, Mr. Ronald Yates, telephone:  (937)255-7587  or email Ronald.Yates@wpafb.af.mil.     

Questions, clarification, or concerns from offerors or potential offerors during the proposal development phase of this acquisition should be communicated directly to the MLKH Contracting Officer, Robert Klees, telephone (937) 656-9882 or e-mail Robert.Klees@wpafb.af.mil.

The email must reference the title and solicitation number of the acquisition.

VIII.  Other Information 

1.  Acquisition of Commercial Items:  Based upon market research, the Government is not using the policies contained in Part 12, Acquisition of Commercial Items, in its solicitation for the described supplies or services. However, interested persons may identify to the contracting officer their interest and capability to satisfy the Government’s requirement with a commercial item within 15 days of this notice.

Offerors are advised that employees of commercial firms under contract to the Government may be used to administratively process proposals.  These support contracts include nondisclosure agreements prohibiting their contractor employees from disclosing any information submitted by other contractors.

2.  Wide Area WorkFlow:  NOTICE: Any contract award resulting from any current Wright Research Site (DET 1 AFRL/PK) solicitation will contain the clause at DFARS 252.232-7003, Electronic Submission of Payment Requests, which requires electronic submission of all payment requests. The clause cites three possible electronic formats through which to submit electronic payment requests. Pursuant to that clause, the Department of Defense is adopting Wide Area WorkFlow-Receipt and Acceptance (WAWF-RA), which will eventually become mandatory for DoD contracts. Implementation of WAWF-RA at Wright-Patterson AFB has begun, however, the system does not yet accomodate the structure of R&D contracts.  Contractors are nevertheless encouraged to take advantage of available training (both web-based and through your local DCMA office), and to register in the WAWF-RA system.  Information regarding WAWF-RA, including the web-based training and registration, can be found at <https://wawf.eb.mil/index.html>.  PLEASE NOTE THAT WAWF-RA IS NOT TO BE USED FOR ELECTRONIC INVOICING FOR ANY CONTRACTS UNTIL THE CONTRACTING OFFICER SPECIFICALLY INSTRUCTS THE CONTRACTOR TO USE IT FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL CONTRACT.
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