All elements are required entries except for the Optional entries marked with an asterisk (*).  Reference PRDA BAA Guide in Library.   Delete inapplicable information as necessary.

Overview Information

(The purpose of the overview section is to provide potential offerors information that could help potential offerors decide whether to read the full announcement.)

Federal Agency Name:  Air Force Research Laboratory

Broad Agency Announcement Title: Metals, Ceramics, and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology (MCNEAT) 

Broad Agency Announcement Type:  This is the initial announcement. (or Amendment 1 to xxx, etc.)
Broad Agency Announcement Number: 04-01-MLK
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s): 12.800 

(select one)

Proposal Due Date and Time:  See individual BAA amendments for proposal due dates and time.  NO PROPOSALS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AGAINST THIS, THE BASIC BAA.
Additional Overview Content:

This is a five-year, open-ended Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) to solicit research proposals for the Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology program.  Multiple contract awards and/or assistance instruments are anticipated with various values and 6 to 60 month periods of performance.  The Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology (MCNEAT) program is being initiated via release of this baseline BAA Nr. 04-01- MLK and associated amendments and will be followed by subsequent amendments for specific Research Topics (RT) to be announced in the FedBizOps/EPS and when applicable "Grants.gov/FIND" as they are generated.  Offerors are advised that the initial BAA amendments are planned for issuance very shortly after publication of this BAA.  This baseline announcement describes the overall program as well as presenting the 3 research technology areas (RTA's) for the MCNEAT program.  Periodically over the five-year period (calculated from the BAA publication date), subsequent amendments to the BAA/solicitation will be issued in the FedBizOps/EPS and when appropriate "Grants.gov/FIND" to request proposals for specific research efforts as new requirements are identified.  These subsequent amendments will contain descriptions of research efforts to be addressed, anticipated period of performance, information peculiar to the specific research, and the expected dollar range for proposals received under the amendment.  Once a subsequent amendment is issued in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND, offerors will have 30 to 45 calendar days (the actual period will be specified in the BAA amendments) from the announcement date of the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND to submit proposals.  Proposals received outside of the set forth proposal period (i.e. an amendment already issued and the proposal due date has passed, or an amendment has not yet been issued) will not be reviewed and will be returned to the offeror.  Multiple subsequent amendments are anticipated and may be announced sequentially or concurrently in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND.  The Government reserves the right to re-issue a previously announced research requirement (via amendment) with a second, subsequent proposal period.  The Government also reserves the right to issue no amendment for any given research requirement or focus area.  

OFFERORS MUST MONITOR FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND SYSTEMS TO ENSURE THEY RECEIVE THE MAXIMUM PROPOSAL PREPARATION TIME FOR SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS AS THE FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND ARE USED FOR THE OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION FOR REQUEST OF PROPOSALS.

All proposals should be addressed to the Contracting Point of Contact (POC) set forth in the BAA or as indicated in the amendments.  UNLESS otherwise indicated, amendments will be unrestricted solicitations.  Small businesses, Educational Institutions, Large Businesses, as well as all offerors, are encouraged to propose on all or any part of the BAA amendments (solicitations) that will be issued.  Proposals submitted shall be in accordance with this announcement and / or the applicable BAA amendments.  There will be no other BAA issued in regard to this requirement.  Therefore Offerors should retain a copy of this BAA for utilization in conjunction with the anticipated, BAA amendments. Offerors should be alert for any BAA amendments that may permit extensions to the proposal submission date as well as those BAA amendments that request proposals for specific research areas. It is noted that for ease of reference this BAA will be republished at yearly intervals.
Potential offerors are notified that effective 01 Jun 1998, in order to be eligible to receive any DOD award, contractors must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) Database, unless a contractor meets any of the exceptions of DFARS 204.7302.  On-line registration instructions can be accessed from the Wright Research Site Contracting Office home page at http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/ or the DISA CCR home page at http://www.ccr.gov/
Type of Contract/Instrument: The anticipated contract types for awards under the amendments to this BAA are Cost and/or Cost Plus Fixed Fee (Completion), which require awardees to have approved accounting systems.  The Air Force also reserves the right to award other contract types or assistance instruments in lieu of contracts.

 (Tailor as needed) 
Estimated Program Cost: Anticipated funding for the overall program (not per contract):  FY04:  $19,868,000, FY05:  $20,360,000, FY06:  $24,262,000, FY07:  $24,483,000, FY08:  $24,824,000, FY09: $24,824,000, FY10: $23,519,000. This funding profile is an estimate only and is not a promise for funding as all funding is subject to change due to Government discretion and availability as well as technical needs, the subsequent generation of Research Topics /  BAA Amendments and actual awards made.
Anticipated Number of Awards:  The Air Force anticipates awarding a minimum of one contract per specific research effort issued by amendment to the BAA. However, the Air Force does reserve the right to award grants or cooperative agreements in lieu of contracts as appropriate, as well as to make multiple awards.

Brief Program Summary: This is a five-year, open-ended BAA to solicit research proposals for the Metals, Ceramics, and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology program.  Proposals will be requested via the issuance of amendments to the basic BAA.  The overall objective of this program is to provide AFRL/MLL with a procurement vehicle for executing anticipated and unanticipated appropriations and other technical requirements that may be urgent in nature.  

Address technical questions to the technical Point of Contact (POC):Mayra Martinez, Project Engineer, AFRL/MLLP, phone:  (937) 696-9215, e mail:  mayra.martinez@wpafb.af.mil; mail address:  AFRL/MLLP, 2230 Tenth Street, Building 655, Room 165, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7734

Address contracting questions to the Contracting Point of Contact (POC):  Terry Rogers, Contracting Officer, AFRL/MLKM, phone:  (937) 656-9001, telefax:  (937) 255-5302, e-mail:  terry.rogers@wpafb.af.mil, mail address:  AFRL/MLKM, Bldg 167,  2310 8th Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801; or : 2ndLt Edgard Flores,  AFRL/MLKM, (937) 255-0909, e mail: edgard.flores@wpafb.af.mil, mail address:  AFRL/MLKM, Bldg 167,  2310 8th Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801  
Full Text Announcement

I.
Program Description: This is a five-year, open-ended BAA to solicit research proposals for the Metals, Ceramics, and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology Program sponsored by the Air Force Research Laboratory,  Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Division (AFRL/MLL) of the Materials and Manufacturing Directorate.  Proposals will be requested via the issuance of amendments to this basic BAA.  The overall objective of this program is to provide AFRL/MLL with a procurement vehicle for executing anticipated and unanticipated appropriations and urgent requirements for emerging technical areas of interest and relevance to the Division.  Multiple contract awards and/or assistance instruments are anticipated with various values with 6 to 60 month periods of performance.  The Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology program is being initiated via release of this baseline BAA Nr. 04-01- MLK announcement. BAA Amendments will be followed by subsequent amendments for specific Research Topics Areas (RTA) to be announced in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND at a later date(s).  This baseline announcement describes the overall program as well as presenting 3 Research and Technology Areas for the Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Advanced Technology (MCNEAT) program.  Periodically over the five-year period (calculated from the BAA publication date), more amendments to the BAA/solicitation will be issued in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND to request proposals for specific research efforts as new topics are identified.  These subsequent amendments will contain descriptions of research efforts to be addressed, anticipated period of performance, information peculiar to the specific research, and the expected dollar range for proposals received under the amendment.  Once a subsequent amendment is issued in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND, offerors will have 30 to 45 calendar days (the actual period will be specified in the BAA amendments) from the announcement date of the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND to submit proposals.  Proposals received outside of the set forth proposal period (i.e. an amendment already issued and the proposal due date has passed, or an amendment has not yet been issued) will not be reviewed and will be returned to the offeror.  Multiple subsequent amendments are anticipated and may be announced sequentially or concurrently in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND.  The Government reserves the right to re-issue a previously announced research topic (via amendment) with a second, subsequent proposal period.  The Government also reserves the right to make no award (if proposal submissions warrant same) against any subsequent BAA Amendment for a Research Topic. 

OFFERORS MUST MONITOR THE FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND SYSTEMS TO ENSURE THEY RECEIVE THE MAXIMUM PROPOSAL PREPARATION TIME FOR SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS AS THIS IS THE OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION VEHICLE TO REQUEST PROPOSALS.

All proposals should be addressed to the Contracting Point of Contact (POC) stated herein.  Solicitations shall be unrestricted unless specifically identified as otherwise.  Small businesses, as well as all offerors, are encouraged to propose on all or any part of BAA amendments identified without restriction.  Proposals submitted shall be in accordance with this announcement as amended.  There will be no other BAA issued in regard to this requirement, only BAA amendments for specific Research Topics (RT), to be announced in the FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND at later dates.   However, offerors should be alert for any BAA amendments that may permit extensions to the proposal submission date. 
Potential offerors are notified that effective 01 Jun 1998, in order to be eligible to receive any DOD award, contractors must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) Database, unless a contractor meets any of the exceptions of DFARS 204.7302.  On-line registration instructions can be accessed from the Wright Research Site Contracting Office home page at http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/ or the DISA CCR home page at  http://www.ccr.gov
:  

1.
Statement of Objective/Needs:


The Materials and Manufacturing Directorate’s, Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Division (MLL) is responsible for the development of affordable new materials and processes for structural and propulsion applications.  MLL provides the Air Force with state of the art system performance by understanding materials behavior and developing material modeling, simulation and interrogation methods.  MLL is responsible for the development of nondestructive evaluation methods and equipment for sustainment of Air Force systems. The development efforts and therefore, any amendments requesting proposals or white papers for specific Research Topic Areas (RTA) that will be set forth in the future in FedBizOps/EPS/Grants.gov/FIND will be centered on the following technology areas (any adjustment including deletions or additions to these areas will be specifically identified when warranted in a BAA amendment or amendments):
Metals— includes the areas of 
advanced alloy development, processing methods, behavior and life prediction techniques, and computational methods. Computational tools will aid in the accelerated development and optimization of metals and their alloys for aerospace systems.  Specifically, tools that will enable the prediction of critical mechanical properties of aerospace metals and metal alloys in combination with the prediction of microstructural evolution during processing and service will be developed.  Another area of interest is the development and use of advanced theory and simulation techniques and the performance of exploratory research on materials including high temperature intermetallics, metal-matrix composites, and nanocrystalline materials.  Rapid introduction of advanced, high performance materials into more affordable DoD platforms necessitates the development of improved processing techniques and affordable fabrication.  Efficient manufacturing processes can improve material utilization, reduce processing costs, provide improved yield through process robustness and improved inspection techniques.  Improved capability in the area of physics-based models and methodologies to accurately predict in-service material degradation in weapons systems will provide more affordable management of existing weapons systems, more durable new systems, and accelerated insertion of new materials into service.  High Cycle Fatigue (HCF) will continue to be an area of interest. 
Ceramics—includes research and development on advanced ceramic and ceramic composite materials for a broad range of air vehicle and space vehicle applications.  Activities will include both analytical and experimental efforts.  Applications include turbine and rocket engine components, hot aircraft structures, thermal protection materials, friction materials, and lightweight optics.  Tasks will include material processing, process development, & process control, tailoring of compositions, development of hybrid or graded materials, coatings, & fibers, material fabrication, modeling and characterization of thermal, mechanical, & electrical properties, constituent through component level testing, test development, modeling, design, & analysis of components, application of NDE techniques, and development and validation of design and life prediction methodology. 

Nondestructive Evaluation (NDE)—includes nondestructive evaluation methods for detection and evaluation of material defects and condition.  It includes sensor and methods development for low observable materials evaluation and for system health monitoring of aircraft and turbine engines.  Research and development will be on advanced NDE and vehicle health monitoring methods and sensors for aerospace materials, processes and structures.  Research and development will also target the development and implementation of NDE for aircraft systems and subsystems including turbine engine components.  Emphasis will be in materials integrity characterization and computational methods for NDE.  Materials integrity characterization activities will include research and development of new and innovative NDE and vehicle health monitoring techniques and technologies that will allow for better discrimination of material flaw and incipient damage.  Computational Methods for NDE will encompass two main focus areas:  1) signal processing and 2) modeling and optimization techniques. 
The following is a list of topics currently identified as potential Materials and Manufacturing Directorate, Metals, Ceramics and Nondestructive Evaluation Division (MLL) focus areas of interest. The issuance of BAA amendments from these topic areas is anticipated, but not limited to same.  

a. Development, processing, and behavior of metals for service in specific combinations of stress, temperature and environment - for example: a high stress, elevated temperature, oxidizing environment.

b. Development and processing of lightweight, metallic materials for a variety of applications including cryogenic and elevated temperature.

c. Characterizing, understanding and modeling the interactions between processing, microstructure, texture, and properties in metallic materials.

d. Characterizing, understanding and modeling the response of metallic materials to a full spectrum of service environments including elevated temperatures, corrosive/oxidative environments, cryogenic environments and under conditions of both static and cyclic loading.

e. Determining the processing conditions required to achieve various microstructures and mechanical properties in advanced aerospace materials, to develop and apply analytical and numerical models for process design, and to validate such process models by physical modeling.  Materials include monolithic metal and intermetallic alloys, advanced intermetallic metal and ceramic composites, laminates, and materials with graded microstructures.

f. Development of advanced material behavior models to address constitutive, fracture, texture evolution, and phase transformation behavior.  
g. Development, processing, and behavior of metal-matrix composites with high specific strength and/or high specific modulus.
h. Development of critical life prediction and inspection technologies needed for extending the useful life of turbine engine components.
i. Development of physics-based models and methodologies to accurately predict in-service material degradation in weapons systems.  
j. Development of a comprehensive understanding of the mechanics and physics of damage accumulation and failure of aerospace materials under anticipated usage conditions.
k. Development of advanced experimental techniques for the interrogation and characterization of material at the component, specimen, microstructural, and nanostructural levels.
l. Develop and demonstrate innovative approaches for integrating experimental procedures and results with analytical models in near real time.
m. Processing, characterization, and evaluation of ultra high temperature ceramic (UHTC) materials.

n. Materials development, characterization, and evaluation especially for advanced, oxidation resistant fiber-matrix interfaces, novel and innovative processing techniques, and hybrid composites.

o. Development and demonstration of advanced ceramic matrix composites with long term durability in severe, oxidizing environments.

p. Advanced ceramic composite development for turbine engine applications. [This could include component selection, design, fabrication, and testing.  Testing could include coupons, sub-elements, sub-scale components, and full-scale components.  There could be a specific focus on process control, nondestructive evaluation, life prediction, or modeling and analysis at various levels.

q. Developing new implementation of NDE tools (eg ultrasonics, eddy current, radiology) to characterize material properties of the test object.

r. Developing new inspection techniques that measure material properties as a means to characterize the current state of the material.

s. Developing signal processing and model and simulation techniques to extract characterization information from NDE measurement data.
2.
Deliverable Items:

a. Data Items: (list DID NUMBERS/TITLES & FREQUENCY OF SUBMISSI0N OR REFER TO ATTACHED DD FORMs 1423)Contract Data Requirements List, DD Forms 1423 requirements may be any or all of the following for any given Research Topic Area (BAA Amendment):  1) SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL REPORTS, Final Report, DI-MISC-80711A/T, ONE/R, 2) SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL REPORTS, Contractor’s Billing voucher, DI-MISC-80711A/T, Monthly, 3) FUNDS AND MAN-HOUR EXPENDITURE REPORT, DI-FNCL-80331/T, Monthly, 4) CONTRACT FUNDS STATUS REPORT (CFSR), DI-MGMT-81468/T, Quarterly, 5) PRESENTATION MATERIAL, DI-ADMIN-81373/T, As required, 6) COMMERCIAL OFF-THE-SHELF (COTS) MANUAL AND ASSOCIATED SUPPLEMENTAL DATA, D1-TMSS-80527A/T, When applicable 7) STATUS REPORT, DIMGMT-80368/T, Monthly, 8) SOFTWARE USER MANUAL (SUM), DI-IPSC-81443A/T, As required, 9) TEST PLAN, DI-NDTI-80566/T, As required, 10) TEST PROCEDURE, DI-NDTI-80603/T, As required, 11)  SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL REPORTS, Interim Report, DI-MISC-80711A/T, Interim Report and/or Quarterly.  Specific Research Topic amendments may require all or only some of these data items. Government tailoring to reduce requirements or facilitate a contractor's format is specifically reserved. 

b.Software:  As identified or proposed in each Research Topic amendment.  Unlimited rights are desired. (Offeror must identify any restrictions on the type of rights to be provided with the software, data, and documentation.  The government’s preference, when using a contract (as opposed to an assistance instrument), is to obtain unlimited rights (as defined by DFARS 252.227-7013 “Rights in Technical Data –Noncommercial Items”) to the results and products of this research.  Any proposed research that will restrict the government’s rights, and the degree to which those rights will be restricted, shall be clearly delineated in the proposal.)

 (include format, E.G., FLOPPY DISC, TAPE, CD-ROM)

 c.Hardware: (including prototypes, residual materials and uniquely configured or special test equipment), As identified, proposed and / or agreed to in each Research Topic Area amendment.  NOTICE when hardware is a deliverable:  Any contract award resulting from an amendment to this BAA may contain the clause at DFARS 252.211-7003, Item Identification and Valuation, which requires unique item identification and valuation of any deliverable item for which the Government's unit acquisition cost is $5,000 or more, or when otherwise determined necessary by the Government Program Manager.  If you have questions regarding the new Unique Item Identification requirements, please contact the Contracting Point of Contact listed above.  For more information, see the following website:  http://www.acq.osd.mil/uid. (identify, if known)
3.  Schedule: The anticipated period of performance for individual awards is between 6-60 months in duration.  Each Research Topic Area amendment will identify the approximate period of performance for the research identified in the Research Topic amendment.  The period of performance shall be proposed in the format “includes XX months for technical effort and xX months for Final Report.” Schedules for Hardware and Software should also be provided when planned for delivery.
4.  Other Requirements  (Tailor As needed)
a. Classified  (state level) facility and storage clearance:  Work performed under any resulting contracts or assistance instruments may be classified up to and including the Top Secret/SCI level.  Facility and storage clearance up to TOP SECRET requirements may apply. BAA amendments will specifically address same.

b.  TEMPEST.  Generation of classified material for this solicitation is authorized only on equipment approved for classified processing by Air Force TEMPEST authorities 

(delete if not applicable) 
 c.(optional) (optional) International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) (export control) and PL98-94 (export control) may apply and shall be identified on a  BAA amendment by BAA amendment basis. 

d. Government Furnished Property (GFP):  Will be identified or requested identified, when applicable, on a BAA amendment by BAA amendment basis.  

e. This BAA announcement is unclassified, however, a DD Form 254 shall be generated in the event that any individual efforts in accordance with BAA amendments require access to, storage, and/or the generation of classified information.  If an individual amendment requires a DD254, one will be generated and issued to correlate with any award(s) pursuant to BAA amendments.  

f. For purposes of the MCNEAT program and subsequent BAA amendments, the size standard is 500 employees, NAIC 541710. 

II.
Award Information

1.  Anticipated Award Date:  Awards pursuant to BAA amendments are anticipated from, six to eight weeks from BAA amendment / announcement date, initiating activity schedules permitting, unless an expedited schedule is necessitated.    
2.  Anticipated funding for the overall program (not per contract):  FY04:  $19,868,000, FY05:  $20,360,000, FY06:  $24,262,000, FY07:  $24,483,000, FY08:  24,824,000, FY09: $24,824,000, FY10: $23,519,000.  Multiple awards are anticipated.  This funding profile is an estimate only and is not a promise for funding as all funding is subject to change due to Government discretion and availability as well as technical needs, the subsequent generation of Research Topic Amendments and actual awards made. (Anticipated funding for each BAA amendment will be cited at that time.)
3.  Type of Contract/Instrument: (Cost Plus Fixed Fee, IDIQ, Cost (no fee).   Note: While the Air Force reserves the right to award a contract or assistance instrument it is anticipated that awards under this BAA will generally be Cost and/or Cost Plus Fixed Fee (Completion), which requires awardees to have an approved accounting system.  

 (Tailor as needed) (if cooperative agreements may be awarded, this section either should describe the “substantial involvement” that the agency expects to have or should reference where the potential applicant can find that information)

4.  Number of awards anticipated: None pursuant to this BAA, with a minimum of one planned for each of the 3 Research Topic Areas via BAA Amendment. 

5. Multiple awards subject to Fair Opportunity are not applicable, anticipated or envisioned at this time for any award made pursuant to a BAA amendment. (select) (delete if  an IDIQ contract is not anticipated)
III.
Eligibility Information

1.  Eligible Offerors:  Unless otherwise indicated, BAA amendments /solicitations will be unrestricted. Small businesses are encouraged to propose on all or any part of the future BAA amendments.

2.  Cost Sharing or Matching:  Cost Sharing is not required unless otherwise specifically addressed by BAA amendment.

3.  Other:  (If there are other eligibility criteria that have the effect of making an offeror ineligible for award, you must clearly state it here.)  
(Insert the following statement if action is subject to ITAR/ear/pl 98-94 and foreign disclosure review has not yet been accomplished)

  a.  Notice to Foreign-Owned Firms: Such firms are asked to immediately notify the Contracting POC cited in Section VII before deciding to respond to any BAA Amendment.  Foreign contractors should be aware that restrictions might apply which could preclude their participation in specified acquisitions.  

Some BAA amendments may involve requirements wherein data is subject to export control laws and regulations. A foreign disclosure review of the technical data may not have been facilitated at the time of the BAA amendment issuance. If a review determines that data are subject to export controls, only contractors who are registered and certified with the Defense Logistics Services Center (DLSC) shall be provided copies of data subject to foreign disclosure restrictions. Contact the Defense Logistics Services Center, 74 Washington Avenue N., Battle Creek, Michigan 40917-3084 (1-800-352-3572) for further information on the certification process. You must submit a copy of your approved DD Form 2345, Military Critical Technical Data Agreement, with your proposal against the BAA amendments.

b.  There are no limits to the number of proposals an offeror may submit for any given Research Topic Area BAA Amendment unless otherwise specified in the Amendment.

c.  You may be ineligible for award if all requirements of the Research Topic Area BAA Amendment(s) are not met as of the specified proposal due date(s) set forth in the Research Topic Area BAA Amendments.

d.  Classified addendums to proposals up to TOP SECRET/SCI may be submitted.  Any classified sections of the proposal should be separately bound (and appropriately secured and transmitted), but are included in the page count limit.

e. The right is specifically reserved to issue BAA amendments that include "Set-Aside" restrictions.  

IV. Proposal and Submission Information

1.  Address to Request Solicitation:  Proposals submitted shall be in accordance with the BAA Amendment(s) and this announcement.  There will be no other BAA issued in regard to this requirement.  Offerors should be alert for any BAA amendments that may permit extensions to the proposal submission date.  There is no additional information to be provided, if not addressed in this announcement or the amendments.  (If there is a supplemental information package, change the last sentence and provide information on how to obtain the package)
2.  Content and Form of Proposal Submission: The following Information applies to all proposal submissions against BAA amendments (unless otherwise specified in the individual Research Topic Area BAA amendment(s)) and describes the minimum requirements for responses to the BAA solicitation amendments.  The Paragraphs following identify additional proposal format and content for compliant submissions against the BAA Amendments.  Proposals should be addressed to the Contracting Point of Contact (POC) stated herein.  

  a.  General Instructions:  Offerors should apply the restrictive notice prescribed in the provision of FAR 52.215-1(e) Instructions to Offerors—Competitive Acquisition. Offerors should consider proposal instructions contained in the AFRL PRDA/BAA Guide for Industry, which can be accessed on line at http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract. This guide was specifically designed to assist offerors in understanding the PRDA/BAA proposal process. Technical/management and cost volumes should be submitted in separate volumes, and must be valid for 180 days.  Proposals must reference the above BAA announcement and BAA amendment number.  Offerors must submit one original, five paper copies and two electronic copies of their proposals. Each electronic copy must be submitted on one Compact Disk (CD) and the file format must be readable by Microsoft Word 2000. No proposals sent by fax or e-mail will be accepted.  Offerors are advised that only contracting officers are legally authorized to contractually bind or otherwise commit the government.  The cost of preparing proposals in response to these BAA amendments are not considered as allowable direct charges to any resulting or any other contract; however, they may be allowable expenses to the normal bid and proposal indirect cost as specified in FAR 31.205-18. 


b. Cover Page:  The cover page should include the BAA title and reference number as well as any BAA amendment title and reference number, the name and telephone number for the principal points of contact (both technical and contractual), and any other information that identifies the proposal.  The cover page should also contain the proprietary data disclosure statement, if applicable. However, it is noted that the Statement of Work portion of the Technical Proposal shall be formatted so that it is absent of any proprietary data and therefore fully incorporatable into a resulting award and releasable pursuant to Freedom of Information Act requirements.  
     c.  Table of Contents:  Include a Table of Contents immediately following the cover page.
     d. Technical/Management Proposal (per BAA amendment submission):

  i.) Technical/Management Proposal Page Limitation: UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE, proposals shall be limited to 75 pages, 12 point font (10 pitch) type or larger (examples of standard 10 POINT business fonts which are equivalent to 10 pitch are Arial, Bookman, or Roman). Pages shall be double-spaced, single-sided, 8.5 by 11 inches.  This limitation includes all information, e.g., indices, photographs, foldouts, appendices, attachments, etc.  It does not apply to the offeror’s proposed Statement of Work (SOW), which is limited to 10 pages. The government will not consider pages in excess of this limitation. 

ii) Technical Discussion and Information: The proposal(s) submitted in response to these amendments shall include a discussion of the nature and scope of the research and the technical approach. Additional information on prior work in this area, descriptions of available equipment, data and facilities and resumes of personnel who will be participating in this effort should also be included as attachments to the technical proposal.  This volume shall include a SOW detailing the technical tasks proposed to be accomplished under the proposed effort and suitable for contract incorporation.  Do not include any proprietary information in the SOW. Refer to the AFRL PRDA/BAA Guide for Industry referenced previously to assist in SOW preparation.
     iii). Technical Approach:

a).  Background/Scope/Program Objectives:  The technical proposal must convey an understanding of the problems or limitations of the general technology area and the intended application(s).  It should be an overall summary of the technical issues addressed by the offeror’s proposal without merely repeating the requirements.  This should provide a vision of what will ultimately be achieved and what solution this effort will produce.
b).    Program Plan:  The program plan should present an orderly progression of the technical and management efforts to be performed.  Upper and lower bounds should be placed on what will be attempted or investigated within the confines of program funding.  Some redundancy is inevitable but should be used judiciously to stress key points.

c).    Technical Discussion:  In this section, the offerors should provide technical detail and analysis necessary to support the technical approach they are proposing.  They must clearly identify the core of the intended approach.  If the offeror has a “new and creative” solution to the problem(s), that solution should be developed and analyzed in this section.  The proposal should include a risk assessment of key technical, schedule or cost areas and their potential impact on the program.  If subcontractors are proposed, identify why selected and what tasks they are to perform.  The offeror shall reference/acknowledge the acceptability of all specified /applicable data items in the contract data requirements list (CDRL) that were published in the announcement. 
d).   Program Schedule:  The schedule represents the offeror’s plan to perform the program tasks in an orderly, timely manner.  Provide each major task identified in the SOW as a separate line on the program schedule chart.  Provide a schedule of when the data item descriptions (DID) (and any other deliverable) identified in the announcement are to be delivered.

iv):Capabilities and Relevant Experience

a) Identify related Government, commercial, previous, or related IR&D work.

b) Identify facilities/resource proposed for the effort

c) Identify and provide resumes of all key personnel (include key subcontract/consultant personnel).

            v). Management
a) Program Organization:  Identify the program organization.  Organizational charts may be helpful in showing the structure of the program.

b) Management Approach:  Identify management approach to assure contract completion (e.g., meeting schedule, cost and program goals).

c) Appendix:  Appendices may include technical reports, published papers, and referenced material in support of the offeror’s proposal.  Do not provide commercial product advertising brochures.  Please be aware that these items shall be included in the proposal page limitation.  

vi)  – Offeror's Statement of Work

a).  The SOW developed by the offeror and included in the proposal may be incorporated into a binding instrument.  The proposed SOW must contain a summary description of the technical methodology as well as the task description, but not in so much detail as to make the contract inflexible.  Do not include any proprietary information in the SOW.   Contractors may request copies of our contracts under the Freedom of Information Act; consequently, it is imperative that no company-sensitive information be included in the SOW of the technical proposal.

b).  The following is offered as a recommended format for the SOW.  Begin this section on a new page.  Start your SOW at Paragraph 1.0.

 1.0-Scope:  This section includes a statement of what the program covers.  This should include the technology area to be investigated, objectives/goals, and major milestones for the effort.

2.0-Requirements:

1. The work effort should be segregated into major tasks and identified in separately numbered paragraphs (similar to the numbered breakdown of these paragraphs).  Each numbered major task should delineate by subtask the work to be performed, including any cost-sharing work, and should be sequentially numbered.  

2. The offeror must identify all reviews and when/where (identify by milestone or task) that will be conducted.

3.  Any and all hardware/software to be delivered to the Government is a result of the program must be identified.

vii).  Any questions concerning the technical proposal or SOW preparation shall be referred to the Technical_POC cited herein
  e.  Cost/Business Proposal:  (Review the industry guide instructions to see what tailoring is needed for your announcement)
i. Separate the proposal into a business section and cost section. Adequate price competition is anticipated.  The business section should contain all business aspects to the proposed contractual or instrument arrangements, such as type of contract/instrument, any exceptions to terms and conditions of the announcement model contract, any information not technically related, etc.  Provide rationale for exceptions. Cost proposals have no limitations; however, offerors are requested to keep cost proposals to 25 pages as a goal.  The proposal shall be furnished with supporting schedules and shall contain a person hour breakdown per task.  In consideration of adequate price competition the government will be determining the Price Reasonableness and /Cost Realism of your proposal. To facilitate this you are required to provide as a part of your Cost section that information determined as necessary by you to demonstrate  / support the submission of realistic and reasonable prices/costs for the technical effort proposed. Remember, the submission of "Cost and Pricing Data" or overly extensive or elaborate supporting data with your initial proposal is neither required nor desired. Of importance in this cost section is your analysis demonstrating the relationship between the cost information submitted and the technical effort set forth. This approach is initiated to decrease your proposal preparation costs, time, resources and administrative burden as well as overall acquisition lead times in order to achieve maximum efficiency, economy, flexibility and streamlining. The material solicited in this volume will facilitate the government's evaluation of the reasonableness of the price and determination of cost realism through the receipt of information from you that is more relevant to an analysis of resources proposed for the technical program tendered (than uncorrelated and voluminous data), i.e.: Your analysis should address the specific complexities of the work proposed and the rationale for the specific resources required and therefore proposed for use in the conduct of the work elements proposed. It is envisioned that there may be some questions relative to this very important "innovation" area. Questions are welcomed and should be directed by e-mail to the Contracting POC listed herein. Refer to the AFRL PRDA/BAA Guide for Industry for further detailed proposal instructions. Subsequent Research Topic Amendments may adjust these requirements as deemed appropriate. 
ii.  Subcontracting plans, for efforts anticipated to exceed $500,000, shall be submitted along with the technical and cost proposals.  Small businesses are exempt from this requirement. 

  f.  Proposal Content Summary:  You may be ineligible for award if all requirements of this solicitation are not met on the proposal due date.  

3.  Proposal Due Date and Time:  The proposal due date and time shall be as specified in the BAA amendment(s) and unless otherwise specified, due 2:00 P.M. local time.  NOTE: Proposal receipt after the due date and time shall be governed by the provisions of FAR 52.215-1(c)(3).

NOTE:  Intent to Propose:  Offerors that anticipate submitting a proposal are requested to submit an e-mail to the Contractual POC herein at  terry.rogers@wpafb.af.mil. The e-mail should address the BAA number the BAA amendment number and contain the name of the contractor, the contractor POC, and a statement relative to the contractor’s intent to submit a proposal.
NOTE:  Buyers who anticipate receiving only a few proposals may choose not to include the above “Intent to Propose” information.

4.  Intergovernmental Review:  None

5.  Funding Restrictions:  None

6.  Other Submission Requirements:  Proposals must be submitted by postal mail or hand delivered only to:  AFRL/MLKM, Bldg 167, 2310 8th St., Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801

V.
PROPOSAL REVIEW INFORMATION

1.  Evaluation Criteria:  The selection of one or more sources for award will be based on an evaluation of each offeror’s proposal (both technical and cost/price aspects) to determine the overall merit of the proposal in response to the announcement  (BAA amendment(s)). The technical aspect, which is ranked as the first order of priority, shall be evaluated based on the following criteria that are of descending importance

  a.  Technical:  

i)  New and creative solutions

ii)  The offeror’s understanding of the scope of the technical effort

iii)  Soundness of offeror’s approach, including proposed Statement of Work (SOW)

iv)  Special technical factors, including availability of qualified personnel and the necessary facilities to accomplish the effort.
  b.  Cost/Price: Cost/Price includes the reasonableness and realism of the proposed cost and fee and consideration of proposed budgets and funding profiles. Cost/Price is a substantial factor, but ranked as the second order of priority.

  c.  Proposal Risk Assessment: Proposal risk will be individually assessed for the technical, cost and schedule areas. Proposal risk relates to the identification and assessment of the risks associated with an offeror's proposed approach as it relates to accomplishing the proposed effort. Tradeoffs of the assessed risk will be weighed against the potential payoff. 

2. Reviews and Selection Process

  a.  Categories:  The technical and cost proposals will be evaluated at the same time and categorized as follows:

i.
Category I:  Well conceived scientifically and technically sound proposals pertinent to program goals and objectives, and offered by a responsible contractor with the competent scientific and technical staff and supporting resources needed to ensure satisfactory program results.  Proposals in Category I are recommended for acceptance and normally are displaced only by other Category I proposals.

ii.
Category II:  Scientifically or technically sound proposals requiring further development and are recommended for acceptance, but are at a lower priority than Category I.

iii.
Category III:  Proposals not technically sound or not meeting agency needs.

  b.  No other evaluation criteria will be used.  The technical and cost proposals will be evaluated at the same time.  The Air Force reserves the right to select for award of a contract or assistance instrument any, all, part or none of the proposal(s) received.  Award of a grant to universities or nonprofit institutions, or assistance instrument in lieu of a contract will be subject to the mutual agreement of the parties. 

VI.  Award Administration Information


1.  Award Notices:  Offerors will be notified whether their proposal is recommended for award, by letter or e-mail, subsequent to the BAA amendment evaluation process. The notification is not to be construed to mean the award of a contract, grant or assistance instrument is assured, as availability of funds and successful negotiations are prerequisites to any award.


2.  Administrative Requirements: Are as specified herein and subsequent BAA amendments
VII.  Agency Contact(s)


1.  Address technical questions to the Technical Point of Contact: Mayra Martinez, Project Engineer, AFRL/MLLP, phone:  (937) 696-9215, e mail:  mayra.martinez@wpafb.af.mil; mail address:  AFRL/MLLP, 2230 Tenth Street, Building 655, Room 165, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7734. (complete address)

2.  Address contracting questions to the Contracting Point of Contact: Terry L. Rogers, Contracting Officer, AFRL/MLKM, phone:  (937) 656-9001, telefax:  (937) 255-5302, e-mail:  terry.rogers@wpafb.af.mil, mail address:  AFRL/MLKM, Bldg 167,  2310 8th Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801; or 2ndLt Edgard Flores,  AFRL/MLKM, (937) 255-0909, e mail: edgard.flores@wpafb.af.mil, mail address:  AFRL/MLKM, Bldg 167,  2310 8th Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801
VIII.  Other Information 

1.  Acquisition of Commercial Items:  Based upon market research, the Government is not using the policies contained in Part 12, Acquisition of Commercial Items, in its solicitation for the described supplies or services. However, interested persons may identify to the contracting officer their interest and capability to satisfy the Government’s requirement with a commercial item within 15 days of this notice.

Offerors are advised that employees of commercial firms under contract to the Government may be used to administratively process proposals.  These support contracts include nondisclosure agreements prohibiting their contractor employees from disclosing any information submitted by other contractors.

2.  Wide Area WorkFlow:  NOTICE:  Any contract award resulting from any current Wright Research Site (DET 1 AFRL/PK) solicitation will contain the clause at DFARS 252.232-7003, Electronic Submission of Payment Requests, which requires electronic submission of all payment requests.  The clause cites three possible electronic formats through which to submit electronic payment requests.  Pursuant to that clause, the Department of Defense is adopting Wide Area Work Flow-Receipt and Acceptance (WAWF-RA), which will eventually become mandatory for DoD contracts.  Implementation of WAWF-RA at Wright-Patterson AFB is scheduled for February 2004, and contractors will be expected to use the system as soon as they can be trained.  In preparation for this implementation, DCMA has arranged for WAWF-RA training at various CompUSA sites around the country.  You are encouraged to take advantage of this training.  You can find a listing of the training dates, sites, and points of contact on our website:  http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/.  Further information regarding WAWF-RA can be found at the following website:  https://wawf.eb.mil/index.html.

3.  Proposal Content Checklist:  You may be ineligible for award if all requirements of this solicitation are not met on the proposal due date.

  a.  Proposals are due to the Contracting POC.

  b.  Proposals are due no later than the due date and time specified in the BAA amendments as supplemented herein.

  c.  Completed Certifications and Representations (Section K) are due with all BAA amendment proposal submissions.  Certifications and Representations (Section K) may be accessed (along with model contracts, etc.) through: "http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/select-model-documents.htm" or clicking on the following hyperlink: Model Contracts.   In the interests of transformation and streamlining and in order to be in position to award within days of completion of the technical evaluation, it is imperative that you review the model contract appropriate for your business type and provide with your proposal any exceptions to terms and conditions.

  d.  The Cost/Business Proposal must contain all information described in the Content and Form of Proposal Section.

  e.  For any subcontracts proposed, the Cost/Business Proposal must contain a subcontractor analysis IAW FAR 15.404-3(b).

  f.  Cost/Business Proposals must contain any exceptions to the sample Model Contract Terms and Conditions.  (See http://www.wrs.afrl.af.mil/contract/select-model-documents.htm for sample model contracts.)  However, be advised that the document awarded may include contract line items (CLINs)/clauses/articles in addition to those in the models, and/or some of the CLIN/clauses/articles in the models may be deleted, depending on the specific circumstances of the individual BAA amendment requirement / program.  Any additions or deletions will be discussed with the offeror prior to award of the document.  

  g. Proposal page limits are strictly enforced as indicated herein or on the applicable BAA amendments.    

  h.  Subcontracting plans, for BAA amendment efforts anticipated to exceed $500,000.00, shall be submitted along with the technical and cost proposals.  Small businesses are exempt from this requirement. The subcontracting plan shall be in Microsoft Word Readable Format on a CD ROM as well as a hard copy. 

  i.  Proposals must be submitted in the format specified herein.
