SECTION III: Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency/Microsystems Technology Office (DARPA/MTO)

__________________________________________

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is a separately organized agency within the Department of Defense (DoD) under a Director, appointed by the Secretary of Defense. The Agency engages in advanced basic and applied research and development projects essential to the DoD, and conducts prototype projects that embody technology that may be incorporated into joint programs, programs in support of deployed U.S. forces, or selected military department programs. 

The Microsystems Technology Office (MTO) focuses on the heterogeneous microchip-scale integration of electronics, photonics, and microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) to produce a broad array of interface systems; sensors, sources, actuators, and displays; signal processors; and packaging and interconnect systems. 

High risk technology development continues in the microsystems area in order to solve the national level problems of protection from biological and information attack and to enable affordable precision target kill, operational dominance for mobile distributed command and control, combined manned/unmanned warfare, and dynamic, adaptive military planning and execution. 

Biochemical warfare is a major theme for the DARPA programs. MTO is concentrating on developing the microsystems for sensing and processing biological and chemical threats. 

Additional detail can be found on the MTO office home page accessible from the WWW via URL http://www.darpa.mil/.

