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U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MISSION TO ARMENIA

April 02, 2004
To All Offerors/Bidders

Subject: 
Amendment 1 to the APS #111-04-008, USAID/Armenia Civic Participation and Media Support Programs 
The purpose of this amendment to the APS #111-04-008 is to:
(i) incorporate “CERTIFICATIONS, ASSURANCES, AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF RECIPIENT” as Section X of the APS.
 (ii) incorporate the Clause: “REPORTING OF FOREIGN TAXES” as Section XI of the APS.
(iii) provide responses to the questions and requests for clarifications as Annex 1 to the APS.

(iv) add the list of participants to the pre-bid conference held in USAID/Armenia on March 15, 2004 as Annex 2 to the APS.

(v)  add presentation materials of the pre-bid conference held in USAID/Armenia on March 15, 2004 as Annex 3 to the APS.

Except as herein modified, all other terms and conditions of the APS remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
Sincerely,

David Brown

Agreement Officer

USAID/Armenia

X.  CERTIFICATIONS, ASSURANCES, AND OTHER STATEMENTS OF RECIPIENT
 

PART I - CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES
1.
ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING NON‑DISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS
(a)
The recipient hereby assures that no person in the United States shall, on the bases set forth below, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under, any program or activity receiving financial assistance from USAID, and that with respect to the grant for which application is being made, it will comply with the requirements of:


(1)
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Pub. L. 88‑352, 42 U.S.C. 2000‑d), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin, in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;


(2)
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicap in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;


(3)
The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (Pub. L. 95‑478), which prohibits discrimination based on age in the delivery of services and benefits supported with Federal funds;


(4)
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681, et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance (whether or not the programs or activities are offered or sponsored by an educational institution); and


(5)
USAID regulations implementing the above nondiscrimination laws, set forth in Chapter II of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(b)
If the recipient is an institution of higher education, the Assurances given herein extend to admission practices and to all other practices relating to the treatment of students or clients of the institution, or relating to the opportunity to participate in the provision of services or other benefits to such individuals, and shall be applicable to the entire institution unless the recipient establishes to the satisfaction of the USAID Administrator that the institution's practices in designated parts or programs of the institution will in no way affect its practices in the program of the institution for which financial assistance is sought, or the beneficiaries of, or participants in, such programs.

(c)
This assurance is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts, or other Federal financial assistance extended after the date hereof to the recipient by the Agency, including installment payments after such date on account of applications for Federal financial assistance which were approved before such date.  The recipient recognizes and agrees that such Federal financial assistance will be extended in reliance on the representations and agreements made in this Assurance, and that the United States shall have the right to seek judicial enforcement of this Assurance.  This Assurance is binding on the recipient, its successors, transferees, and assignees, and the person or persons whose signatures appear below are authorized to sign this Assurance on behalf of the recipient.

2.
CERTIFICATION REGARDING DRUG‑FREE WORKPLACE REQUIREMENTS
(a)
Instructions for Certification

(1)
By signing and/or submitting this application or grant, the recipient is providing the certification set out below.


(2)
The certification set out below is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when the agency determined to award the grant.  If it is later determined that the  recipient  knowingly  rendered  a  false  certification,  or  otherwise  violates  the requirements of the Drug‑Free Workplace Act, the agency, in addition to any other remedies available to the Federal Government, may take action authorized under the Drug‑Free Workplace Act.


(3)
For recipients other than individuals, Alternate I applies.


(4)
For recipients who are individuals, Alternate II applies.

(b)
Certification Regarding Drug‑Free Workplace Requirements

Alternate I

(1)
The recipient certifies that it will provide a drug‑free workplace by:



(A)
Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the applicant's/grantee's workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of such prohibition;



(B)
Establishing a drug‑free awareness program to inform employees about‑‑




1.
The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace;




2.
The recipient's policy of maintaining a drug‑free workplace;




3.
Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and




4.
The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring in the workplace;



(C)
Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of the grant be given a copy of the statement required by paragraph (b)(1)(A);



(D)
Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph (b)(1)(A) that, as a condition of employment under the grant, the employee will‑‑




1.
Abide by the terms of the statement; and




2.
Notify the employer of any criminal drug statute conviction for a violation occurring in the workplace no later than five days after such conviction;



(E)
Notifying the agency within ten days after receiving notice under subparagraph (b)(1)(D)1. from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of such conviction;



(F)
Taking one of the following actions, within 30 days of receiving notice under subparagraph (b)(1)(D)2., with respect to any employee who is so convicted‑‑




1.
Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including termination; or




2.
Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a Federal, State, or local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate agency;

(G) Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug‑free workplace through implementation of paragraphs (b)(1)(A), (b)(1)(B), (b)(1)(C), (b)(1)(D), (b)(1)(E) and (b)(1)(F).


(2)
The recipient shall insert in the space provided below the site(s) for the performance of work done in connection with the specific grant:


Place of Performance (Street address, city, county, state, zip code)
                                                                                                                                                                                     Alternate II
The recipient certifies that, as a condition of the grant, he or she will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance in conducting any activity with the grant.

3.
CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS ‑‑ PRIMARY COVERED TRANSACTIONS

(a)
Instructions for Certification

1.
By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective primary participant is providing the certification set out below.


2.
The inability of a person to provide the certification required below will not necessarily result in denial of participation in this covered transaction.  The prospective participant shall submit an explanation of why it cannot provide the certification set out below.  The certification or explanation will be considered in connection with the department or agency's determination whether to enter into this transaction.  However, failure of the prospective primary participant to furnish a certification or an explanation shall disqualify such person from participation in this transaction.


3.
The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when the department or agency determined to enter into this transaction.  If it is later determined that the prospective primary participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction for cause or default.


4.
The prospective primary participant shall provide immediate written notice to the department or agency to whom this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective primary participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.


5.
The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, have the meaning set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of the rules implementing Executive Order 12549.
  You may contact the department or agency to which this proposal is being submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.


6.
The prospective primary participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency entering into this transaction.


7.
The prospective primary participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include the clause titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and  Voluntary Exclusion‑‑Lower Tier Covered Transaction,"
 provided by the department or agency entering into this covered transaction, without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.


8.
A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the methods and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.


9.
Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealing.


10.
Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 6 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction for cause or default.

(b)
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters‑‑Primary Covered Transactions

(1)
The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, the it and its principals:



(A)
Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;



(B)
Have not within a three‑year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;



(C)
Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(B) of this certification;



(D)
Have not within a three‑year period preceding this application/proposal had one or more public transactions (Federal, State or local) terminated for cause or default.


(2)
Where the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

4.
CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING
The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1)
No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2)
If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form‑LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,"
 in accordance with its instructions.

(3)
The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, United States Code.  Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and  belief, that:  If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form‑LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions.   Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

5.
CERTIFICATION OF RECIPIENT
The recipient certifies that it has reviewed and is familiar with the proposed grant format and the regulations applicable thereto, and that it agrees to comply with all such regulations, except as noted below (use a continuation page as necessary):

Solicitation No.                                                                                                                                                             
Application/Proposal No.                                                                                                                                                
Date of Application/Proposal                                                                                                                                           
Name of Recipient                                                                                                                                            
Typed Name and Title                                                                                                                                                    
Signature                                                                                                      Date                                                         


PART II

OTHER STATEMENTS OF RECIPIENT
1.
AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS
The recipient represents that the following persons are authorized to negotiate on its behalf with the Government and to bind the recipient in connection with this application or grant:

                           Name                                               Title                               Telephone No.                           Facsimile No.  

2.
TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN)
If the recipient is a U.S. organization, or a foreign organization which has income effectively connected with the conduct of activities in the U.S. or has an office or a place of business or a fiscal paying agent in the U.S., please indicate the recipient's TIN:

TIN:                                                                                                                                                                            
 3.
CONTRACTOR IDENTIFICATION NUMBER--DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) NUMBER
(a)
In the space provided at the end of this provision, the recipient should supply the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number applicable to that name and address.  Recipients should take care to report the number that identifies the recipient's name and address exactly as stated in the proposal.

(b)
The DUNS is a 9‑digit number assigned by Dun and Bradstreet Information Services.  If the recipient does not have a DUNS number, the recipient should call Dun and Bradstreet directly at 1‑800‑333‑0505.   A DUNS number will be provided immediately by telephone at no charge to the recipient.  The recipient  should be prepared to provide the following information: 

(1) Recipient's name. 

(2) Recipient's address. 

(3) Recipient's telephone number. 

(4) Line of business. 

(5) Chief executive officer/key manager. 

(6) Date the organization was started. 

(7) Number of people employed by the recipient. 

(8) Company affiliation. 

(c) Recipients located outside the United States may obtain the location and phone number of the local Dun and Bradstreet Information Services office from the Internet Home Page at http://www.dbisna.com/dbis/customer/custlist.htm. If an offeror is unable to locate a local service center, it may send an e‑mail to Dun and Bradstreet at globalinfo@dbisma.com. 

The  DUNS system is distinct from the Federal Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) system.

DUNS:                                                                                                                                                                         
4.
LETTER OF CREDIT (LOC) NUMBER
If the recipient has an existing Letter of Credit (LOC) with USAID, please indicate the LOC number:

LOC:       72‑00‑                                                                                                                                                           
5.
PROCUREMENT INFORMATION
(a)
Applicability.  This applies to the procurement of goods and services planned by the recipient (i.e., contracts, purchase orders, etc.) from a supplier of goods or services for the direct use or benefit of the recipient in conducting the program supported by the grant, and not to assistance provided by the recipient (i.e., a subgrant or subagreement) to a subgrantee or subrecipient in support of the subgrantee's or subrecipient's program.  Provision by the recipient of the requested information does not, in and of itself, constitute USAID approval.

(b)
Amount of Procurement.  Please indicate the total estimated dollar amount of goods and services which the recipient plans to purchase under the grant:

     $                                                                                                                                                                           
(c)
Nonexpendable Property.  If the recipient plans to purchase nonexpendable equipment which would require the approval of the Agreement Officer, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types, quantities of 
each, and estimated unit costs.  Nonexpendable equipment for which the Agreement Officer's approval to purchase is required is any article of nonexpendable tangible personal property charged directly to the grant, having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit.

Type/Description (Generic)                                                                              Quantity                            Estimated Unit Cost                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
(d)
Source, Origin, and Componentry of Goods.  If the recipient plans to purchase any goods/commodities which are not of U.S. source and/or U.S. origin, and/or does not contain at least 50% componententry which are not at least 50% U.S. source and origin, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of each, and probable source and/or origin, to include the probable source and/or origin of the components if less than 50% U.S. components will be contained in the commodity.  "Source" means the country from which a commodity is shipped to the cooperating country or the cooperating country itself if the commodity is located therein at the time of purchase.  However, where a commodity is shipped from a free port or bonded warehouse in the form in which received therein, "source" means the country from which the commodity was shipped to the free port or bonded warehouse.  Any commodity whose source is a non‑Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.  The "origin" of a commodity is the country or area in which a commodity is mined, grown, or produced.  A commodity is produced when, through manufacturing, processing, or substantial and major assembling of components, a commercially recognized new commodity results, which is substantially different in basic characteristics or in purpose or utility from its components.  Merely packaging various items together for a particular procurement or relabeling items does not constitute production of a commodity.  Any commodity whose origin is a non‑Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.  "Components" are the goods which go directly into the production of a produced commodity.  Any component from a non‑Free World country makes the commodity ineligible for USAID financing.

Type/Description                                               Estimated                    Probable Source                        Probable Origin         (Generic)                                  Quantity         Unit Cost              Goods    Components                 Goods      Components     

(e)
Restricted Goods.  If the recipient plans to purchase any restricted goods, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of each, intended use, and probable source and/or origin.  Restricted goods are Agricultural Commodities, Motor Vehicles, Pharmaceuticals, Pesticides, Rubber Compounding Chemicals and Plasticizers, Used Equipment, U.S. Government‑Owned Excess Property, and Fertilizer.

Type/Description                                                                      Estimated                                         Probable           Probable       (Generic)                                                     Quantity           Unit Cost         Intended Use             Source               Origin         

(f)
Supplier Nationality.  If the recipient plans to purchase any goods or services from suppliers of goods and services whose nationality is not in the U.S., please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each good or service, estimated costs of each, probable nationality of each non‑U.S. supplier of each good or service, and the rationale for purchasing from a non‑U.S. supplier.  Any supplier whose nationality is a non‑Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.

Type/Description                                                  Estimated                     Probable Supplier Nationality                     Rationale        (Generic)                               Quantity            Unit Cost                              (Non-U.S. Only)                          for non-U.S.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      (g)
Proposed Disposition.  If the recipient plans to purchase any nonexpendable equipment with a unit acquisition cost of $5,000 or more, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the proposed disposition of each such item.    Generally, the recipient may either retain the property for other uses and make compensation to USAID (computed by applying the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program to the current fair market value of the property), or sell the property and reimburse USAID an amount computed by applying to the sales proceeds the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program (except that the recipient may deduct from the federal share $500 or 10% of the proceeds, whichever is greater, for selling and handling expenses), or donate the property to a host country institution, or otherwise dispose of the property as instructed by USAID.

Type/Description (Generic)                         Quantity            Estimated Unit Cost                                       Proposed Disposition   

6.
PAST PERFORMANCE REFERENCES     

On a continuation page, please provide a list of the ten most current U.S. Government and/or privately‑funded contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, etc., and the name, address, and telephone number of the Contract/Agreement Officer or other contact person.

7.
TYPE OF ORGANIZATION
    The recipient, by checking the applicable box, represents that ‑ 

(a)
If  the  recipient  is  a  U.S.  entity,  it  operates  as  [  ]  a  corporation  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of                                    , [  ] an individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a nongovernmental nonprofit organization, [  ] a state or local governmental organization, [  ] a private college or university, [  ] a public college or university, [  ] an international organization, or [  ] a joint venture; or

(b)
If the recipient is a non‑U.S. entity, it operates as [  ] a corporation organized under the laws of                              (country), [  ] an individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a nongovernmental nonprofit organization, [  ] a nongovernmental educational institution, [ ] a governmental organization, [ ] an international organization, or [ ] a joint venture.

8.
ESTIMATED COSTS OF COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS
The following are the estimate(s) of the cost of each separate communications product (i.e., any printed material [other than non-color photocopy material], photographic services, or video production services) which is anticipated under the grant.  Each estimate must include all the costs associated with preparation and execution of the product.  Use a continuation page as necessary.
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Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion


Lower Tier Covered Transactions
(a)
Instructions for Certification

1.
By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below.


2.
The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered into.  If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.


3.
The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.


4.
The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," ineligible, "lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, has the meanings set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order 12549. 1/  You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.


5.
The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated.


6.
The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include this clause titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion‑‑Lower Tier covered Transaction," 2/ without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.


7.
A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.  Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Non procurement List.


8.
Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.


9.
Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

1/
See ADS Chapter 303, 22 CFR 208.

2/
For USAID, this clause is entitled "Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion (March 1989)" and is set forth in the USAID grant standard provision for U.S. nongovernmental organizations entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Related Matters" (see ADS Chapter 303), or in the USAID grant standard provision for non‑U.S. nongovernmental organizations entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters" (see ADS Chapter 303).
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(b)
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion‑‑Lower Tier Covered Transactions

(1)
The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

(2)
Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

Solicitation No.                                                                                                                                                             
Application/Proposal No.                                                                                                                                                
Date of Application/Proposal                                                                                                                                           
Name of Applicant/Subgrantee                                                                                                                                        
Typed Name and Title                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Signature                                                                                                                  Date                                             
Attachment B
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Certification Regarding Terrorist Financing from both U.S. and non-U.S. organizations
By signing and submitting this application, the prospective recipient provides the certification set out below:

1. The Recipient has not provided, and will take all reasonable steps to ensure that it does not and will not knowingly provide, material support or resources to any individual or entity that commits, attempts to commit, advocates, facilitates, or participates in terrorist acts, or has committed, attempted to commit, facilitated, or participated in terrorist acts.

2. Specifically, in order to comply with its obligations under paragraph 1, the Recipient will take the following steps:

a. Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Recipient will verify that the individual or entity does not appear (i) on the master list of Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons, which list is maintained by the U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)

and is available online at OFAC’s website:

http://www.treas.gov/offices/eotffc/ofac/sdn/t11sdn.pdf, 

or (ii) on any supplementary list of prohibited individuals or entities that may be provided by USAID to the Recipient.

The Recipient also will verify that the individual or entity has not been designated by the United Nations Security (UNSC) sanctions committee established under UNSC Resolution 1267 (1999) (the “1267 Committee”) [individuals and entities linked to the Taliban, Usama bin Laden, or the Al Qaida Organization]. To determine whether there has been a published designation of an individual or entity by the 1267 Committee, the Recipient should refer to the consolidated list available online at the Committee’s website:

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/committees/1267/1267ListEng.htm.

b. Before providing any material support or resources to an individual or entity, the Recipient will consider all information about that individual or entity of which it is aware or that is available to the public.

c. The Recipient will implement reasonable monitoring and oversight procedures to safeguard against assistance being diverted to support terrorist activity.

3. For purposes of this Certification-

a. 
“Material support and resources” means currency or monetary instruments or financial securities, financial services, lodging, training, expert advice or assistance, safehouses, false documentation or identification, communications equipment, facilities, weapons, lethal substances, explosives, personnel, transportation, and other physical assets, except medicine or religious materials.

b. 
“Terrorist act” means-

(i) an act prohibited pursuant to one of the 12 United Nations Conventions

and Protocols related to terrorism (see UN terrorism conventions Internet site:

http://untreaty.un.org/English/Terrorism.asp); or

(ii) an act of premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against

noncombatant targets by subnational groups or clandestine agents; or

(iii) any other act intended to cause death or serious bodily injury to a civilian, or

to any other person not taking an active part in hostilities in a situation of armed

conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, is to intimidate a

population, or to compel a government or an international organization to do or to

abstain from doing any act.

c. 
“Entity” means a partnership, association, corporation, or other organization, group or subgroup.

This Certification is an express term and condition of any agreement issued as a result of this application, and any violation of it shall be grounds for unilateral termination of the agreement by USAID prior to the end of its term.

Solicitation No.                                                                                                                                                             
Application/Proposal No.                                                                                                                                                
Date of Application/Proposal                                                                                                                                           
Name of Applicant/Subgrantee                                                                                                                                        
Typed Name and Title                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Signature                                                                                                                  Date                                             
XI.
Reporting of Foreign Taxes
 (a) 
Final and Interim Reports.  The recipient must annually submit two reports:

(i) an interim report by November 17; and 

(ii) a final report by April 16 of the next year.


(b) 
Contents of Report.  The reports must contain:

(i)
Recipient name.

(ii)
Contact name with phone, fax and email.

(iii)
Agreement number(s).

(iv) 
Amount of foreign taxes assessed by a foreign government [each foreign government must be listed separately] on commodity purchase transactions valued at $500 or more financed with U.S. foreign assistance funds under this agreement during the prior U.S. fiscal year.  NOTE: For fiscal year 2003 only, the reporting period is February 20, 2003 through September 30, 2003.  

(v)
Only foreign taxes assessed by the foreign government in the country receiving U.S. assistance is to be reported.  Foreign taxes by a third party foreign government are not to be reported. For example, if an assistance program for Lesotho involves the purchase of commodities in South Africa using foreign assistance funds, any taxes imposed by South Africa would not be reported in the report for Lesotho (or South Africa).  

(vi)
Any reimbursements received by the Recipient during the period in (iv) regardless of when the foreign tax was assessed plus, for the interim report, any reimbursements on the taxes reported in (iv) received by the recipient through October 31 and for the final report, any reimbursements on the taxes reported in (iv) received through March 31. 

(vii)
The final report is an updated cumulative report of the interim report. 

(viii) Reports are required even if the recipient did not pay any taxes during the report period.

(ix)
Cumulative reports may be provided if the contractor/recipient is implementing more than one program in a foreign country.

(c)
Definitions.  For purposes of this clause:

(i)
“Agreement” includes USAID direct and country contracts, grants, cooperative agreements and interagency agreements. 
(ii)
“Commodity” means any material, article, supply, goods, or equipment.

(iii)
“Foreign government” includes any foreign governmental entity.

(iv)
“Foreign taxes” means value-added taxes and custom duties assessed by a foreign government on a commodity.  It does not include foreign sales taxes.

(d) 
Where.  Submit the reports to:

Controller Office

USAID/Armenia

18 Marshall Baghramyan Avenue

Yerevan 375019, Armenia

(e)
Subagreements.  The Recipient must include this reporting requirement in all applicable subcontracts, subgrants and other subagreements. 

(f) 
For further information see http://www.state.gov/m/rm/c10443.htm .”



Annex 1

Civic Participation and Media Support Programs for Armenia

APS 111-04-008

Questions and Request for Clarifications

	#
	Questions


	Asked by
	Answers

	1
	The APS says, “Loans cannot be subsidized but may employ other incentive mechanisms.”  What does “subsidized” mean in this context?  Does it include charging a below-market interest rate where it is necessary for a loan to be viable?  What are examples of “other incentive mechanisms?” 
	MDLF
	In the context of this APS, “subsidized” means charging a below-market interest rate. Applicants are expected to present their proposals for “other incentive mechanisms” in their proposals. 

	2
	The APS says, “A least half of the funds should be devoted to the loan program.”  Does this mean that half of the funds should be disbursed as loans, or does that proportion also include loan administration costs and/or training provided as part of the loan process?


	MDLF
	The 50% of the awarded budget should be devoted to the disbursement of loans, and all associated loan administration costs.  All loan post-award training, as part of the Technical Assistance required by the APS, should be directly linked to the loan recipients’ individual needs and capabilities. 

	3
	Will the lender be required to return to USAID/Armenia the principal repayments from borrowers?  If not, will there be any restrictions on how the principal repayments can be used by the lender, and if so, what are those restrictions?


	MDLF
	Applicants are expected to address that issue in the exit strategy component of their application.  Applicants will not be required to return repayments to USAID/Armenia.  Principal repayments and interest income are subject to USAID regulations regarding program income and 22 CFR 226.

	4
	If an insufficient number of loan applicants qualify for loans under the loan approval process, such that the loan pool would not be fully utilized, will the lender be required to lower its lending qualifications to lend out the entire loan pool? Or will it be able to use them in some other way, rather than loans (e.g. combination of loans and grants)? Or will it be required to return the unused funds to USAID?


	MDLF
	The USAID implementing partner in this program should not consider lowering its lending qualifications in order to lend out the entire loan pool. As per the APS, 50 % of the award amount should be budgeted to loans and associated costs (see question 2 above).  Applications should propose solutions for the case if the spending of the entire loan pool is not possible due to a lack of qualified applicants.  Grants may not be part of those alternative solutions.

	5
	Given the timing of the funding allocations 

over a 4-5 year period, and the low revenue potentials of Armenia’s media sector, it is inevitable that the repayment periods for some portion of loans made under the APS will extend beyond the given strategy period.  How does USAID/Armenia intend to account for that?   

	MDLF
	Extending loans beyond the given strategy period is not prohibited, though additional USAID funding will not be provided beyond the period of the Cooperative Agreement. Applicants are expected to propose their best sustainability plan in the proposal, including servicing of the loans and reporting to USAD.

	6
	On page 7: What is the intended goal of “competitive provision of unsolicited grants” vs. a process for the competitive provision of solicited grants?
	INSTITUTE for SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
	 To allow for unsolicited grants.

	7
	To our knowledge, the document cited on page 2, “Democracy and Governance Assessment of Armenia,” completed in 2002 by ARD, has not yet been released. Will bidders be able to get a copy of this document?
	INSTITUTE for SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES


	This document is not available to the public.

	8
	Please clarify if core applications in response to IRs 1.3 and 1.4 are to be developed to reflect programs and budgets for the base three years or for the base three years and the two option years.
	IFES
	If the application is for all five years, the proposal and budget for all five years must be included.

	9
	Is there a specific format or presentation guidelines for results-based budgets as requested by this APS? “A budget that is results-based, includes costs covered by other entities (cost-sharing arrangements or matching funds), and links costs to projected impact.”  P. 13 APS.
	IFES
	There is no required format for “results-based budgets”.

	10
	Please provide further explanation of the meaning of the sentence on pg. 12: “Please note that this is not intended as a program that creates or is focused on NGOs.” To what extent can a project provide support to NGOs and what types of support are eligible?  And how does this sentence on page 12 of the APS compare to point IV of the technical approach evaluation on page 14 of the APS – i.e., “Contribution to the human and institutional capacity development of partner organizations.”
	IFES
	The program is not intended to create new NGOs or to focus on NGOs.  It is up to the applicants to propose the appropriate level of support. 

USAID does not see a contradiction between the referenced statements on pages 12 and 14.  

	11
	The APS does not specifically reference the elections and a constitutional referendum expected to occur during the 5-year period outlined in the APS.  Should applicants address these issues in their proposals? 
	IFES
	This is for the applicants to propose.

	12
	How binding is the condition to have an office outside Yerevan?
	OSI
	There is no requirement for applicants to have an office outside of Yerevan.

On page 7, the APS refers to the results that would have at least 2 localized and 

sustainable ISOs: one in Yerevan and one outside. 

	13
	Shall there be additional grants-making outside the 5 large grants?

	OSI
	Yes – unsolicited proposals for advocacy initiatives.

	14
	What kind of technical assistance is anticipated to be provided for the NGO in the area of their specialty (training, capacity building, consultation)?
	OSI
	 This is up to the applicant to propose.

	15
	Should the ISO be just one NGO or a group/coalition of NGOs? 
	OSI
	This is up to the applicant to propose.

	16
	The APS envisages two key staff for IR 1.1, Stronger Advocacy NGOs, a Chief of Party and a 

“Project Director with experience in the development or management of an Intermediary Service Organization (ISO) in Central Eastern Europe or NIS”.  Does USAID consider this staffing pattern mandatory or will alternative staffing patterns be acceptable?
	World Learning
	Staffing patterns will be evaluated according to the general criteria laid out under Management Approach (pg 14) and the specific additional requirements noted under each IR.

	17
	 Does USAID have an expectation as to the number of unsolicited advocacy grants to be disbursed each year; and is there a preference for a geographical area(s) and for the level of sophistication of the recipient NGO?
	World Learning
	There is no specific geographical preference within Armenia.  The APS states:  “Applications should include the competitive provision of unsolicited grants on an open basis to NGOs for advocacy initiatives.”

	18
	Of the $6.55 million funding level available for the IR 1.1 "Stronger Advocacy NGOs", how much should be set aside for the five long-term general support grants to be awarded during the first year?  In other words, how much should we budget for those five multi-year grants? 
	Development Associates 
	It is up to the applicant to propose the optimal distribution of funds to achieve the expected results.

	19
	Can we submit our application by e-mail, followed by the requisite number of bound originals and copies by FEDEX/DHL?
	Development Associates
	Yes, applications can be submitted electronically with up 4 attachments (2MB limit) per email compatible with MS WORD, Excel (for cost application). However originals and copies are required to be submitted via regular mail to USAID/Armenia as indicated in the APS 111-04-008.

	20
	For the limited scope program under IR 1.2 - Targeted media outlets work in a sustainable business modality - Is it possible to apply for a grant in just one of the outlined areas - assisting with journalism schools, but not with research of the advertising and business side of media? 

If so, is the grant amount limited to $300,000 over two years, or $150,000 over two years (the $300,000 being split between the two areas)?


	International Center for Journalists


	Yes.

The total grant pool for all media limited scope, limited term awards is $300,000 for one or more recipients over 2 years, $150,000 of which is available per year.

	21
	Is this APS considered the successor program to the ProMedia program?


	International Center for Journalists
	No, the APS was developed to address the needs of USAID/Armenia Strategy for 2004-2008. 

	22
	 I noticed your reference to a "Civil Society Strengthening Program, Mid-term Evaluation” by USAID/Jakarta on September 18, 2002 in the APS.  I haven't been able to find this document on the USAID site and was wondering whether or not you had a electronic version (allowed for the public, of course) that you could send.
	IFES/Armenia
	See the URL:

www.dec.org/pdf_docs/PDABW897.pdf

 



	23
	Is there a corresponding Request for Proposals or Announcement for which institutions of higher education are able to apply?  I don't think a university is eligible to apply for this, am I correct?
	Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs


	Educational institutions are eligible to apply for this APS either as a prime or sub applicant, per 22 CFR 228. There is no other RFA or Announcement in the area for Civic Participation or Media. 

	24


	Cost share – is there any percentage in mind at all or USAID will be going with the approach higher the better?
	Counterpart International
	Though cost share is required, there is no required percentage for cost share.  

	25
	Please clarify what is meant “USAID Armenia envisions that at least five multi-year general support grants will be awarded during the first year 

(page 6).


	Counterpart International
	At least five multi-year general support grants should be awarded to a selected group of advanced NGOs during the first year of the award.



	26
	Is there any advantage to the proposer to submit an early proposal for any of the core awards for 1.1, 1.2, or 1.3/ 1.4.?


	Urban Institute
	No, however see the APS regarding the deadlines for submission of applications for limited-scope and limited-term interventions. 

	27
	Will the list of participants to this meeting be made public?


	Urban Institute
	Yes. The list of participants to the pre-bid conference along with the questions and answers will be posted  via http://www.fedgrants.gov


	28


	The cost sharing requirements say “ both cash and in kind”.  Does this mean “either or both” cash and in kind?
	Urban Institute
	This means either cash, in-kind, or both.

See 22 CFR 226.23.

	29
	The OSIAF-Armenia is a branch office of the OSIAF Liechtenstein.

The OSIAF-Armenia is registered in Armenia as a branch office. This registration provides for a tax code, bank accounts, etc. yet, this is not a local NGO registration.

Which of the 2, the OSIAF, or the OSIAF-Armenia branch shall apply? 
	OSI AF - Armenia
	Either or both can apply.

	30
	Is your decision to fund media loan program in Armenia based on a market research (economic potential, advertising, market potential, potential loan clients)?  If so, could you refer us to the results of that market research?
	MDLF
	It is not based solely on market research. Our research is not available for public dissemination. 

	31
	What do you consider “market level” interest rate for Armenia?


	MDLF
	The current market interest rate in Armenia ranges from 18%-22%. Please note that these numbers are approximate and reflect the average tendency of loan interest rates offered by various commercial banks operating in Armenia.

	32
	Could you refer us to the USAID regulations regarding principal repayments and interest income? Where can we find these regulations?
	MDLF
	See 22 CFR 226.24 and Question and Answer List, #3.

	33
	What are USAID's parameters for the loans, including: are there minimum and maximum loans? Is there a minimum or maximum length of time for loan repayment? Is a media outlet barred from receiving more than one loan in a given time period? Does USAID have any regulations or expectations for what the loans could be used for? 
	Internews Network
	It is up to the applicant to propose.

	34
	Is it possible to use USAID money as a loan guarantee fund? (i.e., to guarantee loans made from a commercial lending organization?) If a loan guarantee fund is allowable, are there any restrictions on the percentage of a loan that can be guaranteed under USAID rules?
	Internews Network
	Yes, it is possible. 

Restrictions may depend upon the type of loan guarantee.

	35
	If a financial institution or other organization assumes a percentage of the loan risk (i.e., the institution assumes a percentage or part of the repayment risk), can the amount of the institution’s risk be considered cost-share in a proposal?
	Internews Network
	See 22 CFR 226. 23.

	36
	Are there any guidelines or restrictions for use of any funds left over from either principal repayments, interest earned on loans, or from a loan guarantee fund?
	Internews Network
	See 22 CFR 226. 24, and ADS

See also Question and Answer List, #5 and #3.



	37
	Can loans be extended beyond the stated length of the USAID program?
	Internews Network
	See Question and Answer List, #5.

	38
	Can commercial entities and/or lending institutions be partners or sub contractors?
	Internews Network
	Yes.

	39
	Could some of the APS funds be set aside and used for low or no-interest loans, such as micro credits?
	Internews Network
	No.

	40
	Can the loan portfolio be grown gradually over the duration of the project? In other words, can the size of the loans and the overall loan portfolio start smaller in the beginning of the project period and grow larger toward the end of the project?
	Internews Network
	It is up to the applicant to propose.

	41
	If loans default, who owns the collateral, the implementing partner or USAID? If material property used as collateral (buildings, equipment, etc.) can this be sold if a loan defaults? And in that case, where does the money from that sale go? Must it be returned to USAID?
	Internews Network
	See 22 CFR 226.24 and 22 CFR 226.30-34.

	42
	Are there any examples of similar loan agreements between USAID and implementing partner in terms of media outlets? If so, what are they and what are the terms of the agreement(s)?
	Internews Network
	There are no precedents in Armenia and 

USAID/Armenia does not have additional information.

	43
	Are there any performance requirements and/or targets for the loan program?
	Internews Network
	It is up to the applicant.

	44
	Given the need for competition, we assume the pool of targeted outlets receiving technical assistance will be larger than the pool of outlets receiving loans. Please confirm whether technical assistance may be provided prior to a loan disbursement.
	Internews Network
	See Question and Answer List, # 2 and #4.

	45
	What is the deadline for additional questions concerning this APS.
	Internews Network
	There is no deadline, questions will be updated as needed and practicable, and posted on www.fedgrants.gov 

	46
	The APS states: “In addition to the long –term and technical assistance program, USAID /Armenia will consider funding short-term, limited scope interventions focused on other areas of assistance to mass media. Of particular interest are strengthening university departments of journalism and funding media research, though applications in other areas that support IR  1.2 ARE also welcome and will be considered “.  Could you give any possible examples of “other areas”?
	Internews Armenia 


	It is up to the applicant to propose.

	47
	The APS either does not mention, or is unclear on the amount of funding available for limited scope activities for IR 1.3 and IR1.4 . What are amounts of each and length of terms for projects under these IRs ?
	Internews Armenia 


	The length is up to five years.  The total amount of funds available for one or more limited-term, limited-scope interventions under IRs 1.3 and IR 1.4 is $ 75,000 a year for those two IRs.

	48
	Under IR 1.2 “Limited Scope Interventions” does USAID envision funding projects of up to $ 150,000 per year per organization, or is this total amount available for Limited Scope of Interventions under this IR?
	Internews Armenia 


	See Question and Answer List, #20.

	49
	IR 1.5 is shown in the organizational chart of the APS.  It is not however mentioned elsewhere in the document. What specific information, criteria, or guidelines are available concerning this IR?
	Internews Armenia 


	IR 1.5 is not part of the APS.

	50
	In USAID/Armenia FY 2004-2008 Strategy document Preliminary Performance Management Plan appears to refer only to upper level of Results Statements (SO 2.1 Improved Democratic Governance/IR 1 Civic Participation Expanded). Two questions:

· Has the Mission finalized PMEP strategy and if so can they share the final version with potential applicants?

· Has the Mission developed PMEP for "lower" levels, i.e. IR 1.1, IR 1.3, IR 1.4? If so can they share the final version with potential applicants?
	CRS
	No, the Mission Performance Monitoring Plan is not finalized at this time.

No, they are not finalized yet.

	51
	Target setting: will the Mission accept Performance Targets set only for base years instead of for the entire project duration?
	CRS
	No, the Mission will accept performance targets set for the entire duration.

	52
	Implementation Plan: Can applicants submit a Detailed Implementation Plan only for base years, while the rest (2 optional years) would be subject to an agreement between USAID and applicant in Year 2 or 3?
	CRS


	A detailed Implementation Plan is required for the base and optional years of the grant.



	53
	When guidelines say that “USAID will support separate comprehensive assistance packages, one for IR 1.1, one for IR 1.2 and one covering both IRs 1.3 and 1.4”, does this explicitly rule out a submission which addresses more than one of these separate tracks?  If so, are applying agencies still welcome to submit a proposal that addresses two or more of these tracks, as long as they are designed as mutually self-standing initiatives?  

In a related question, would the USAID Mission welcome a consortium approach that brought together all three tracks in one suitably linked package?
	CRS


	Yes, if the applicant desires to submit applications for more than one of these tracks, the applicant should submit separate packages, separately addressing each submission as self-standing initiatives.

No.

	54
	Please define how the USAID Mission defines “Armenian organizations” when noting that “Armenian organizations are particularly encouraged to submit applications”.  Does this term mean Armenia-based, Armenia-managed agencies only, or does it also include diaspora Armenian organizations that are characterized by a mix of local and overseas management capacity?   

Does the USAID Mission have a specific preference for applications from Armenian organizations, as defined?  If so, how is factor weighted against other submissions?
	CRS


	Yes, all are considered Armenian.

No, USAID does not have weighted evaluation preference for Armenian organizations.



	55
	Does the APS 111-04-008 specifically seek to promote and assist civic participation outside of Yerevan?

Will the reviewers expect submissions to name specific local agencies with which cooperation will take place, or is it sufficient for the submission to detail criteria by which local participating agencies will be selected for participation?


	CRS


	No geographical preference.

The more details the better.

	56
	At several points the guidelines express a desire to build on existing USAID-funded/supported activities in Armenia (e.g., training and technical assistance capacity building provided to local NGOs through USAID’s two NGO strengthening programs, USAID support for civic education development programs in secondary schools, USAID support for programs aimed at citizen awareness, etc.).  Does the USAID Mission expect or prefer that submissions propose concrete links to these specific USAID-funded activities, or does the Mission also welcome submissions that more generally support the APS objectives without this explicit linkage to previous and/or ongoing USAID-funded activity?
	CRS


	It is up to the applicant to propose.



	57
	Please provide more detail as to the limited-scope, targeted interventions that support the achievement of IRs 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4.  

If such submissions are received, is this in lieu of the singular/separate comprehensive assistance packages mentioned elsewhere (i.e., one for IR 1.2 and one covering both IRs 1.3 and 1.4), or is this supplemental to these singular/separate packages?  

Does the USAID Mission have a prior preference with regard to the comprehensive packages vs. limited-scope targeted intervention, or will this depend ultimately upon the responsiveness and quality of the submissions received?
	CRS


	See the APS and this Q/A posting. It is up to the applicant to propose innovative and creative ideas.

Applications for limited-scope limited – term interventions are separate, stand - alone packages which may supplement singular/separate applications for core awards. They will be considered separately and shall be self-standing, stand-alone applications.

No preference. All applications will be judged based on the selection criteria outlined in the APS.



	58
	The last bullet point under IR.1.1 – “Applicants should present their approach to strengthen the capacity of NGOs to achieve the following results:” 

NGOs benefiting from core support receive non-USAID funding for those costs.  Please clarify.
	CRS


	The expected result is that NGOs which received core support under this project will have already received non-USAID funding for those costs before the end of the award.



	59
	Under the IR.4 Increased community involvement in the part of results to be achieved … it is written: “Increased capacity of citizens groups to develop public issues”.

Does it mean, that it’s enough to raise public issues without solution of these issues?
	Urban Institute
	See page 11 of the APS.

	60
	Will the 1.1 winning application be announced after the deadline for 1.3/ 1.4 applications are passed?
	Institute for Sustainable Communities
	The announcement will be made as soon as practicable.

	61
	How will the decision be made to extend beyond the base years into the option years?
	Institute for Sustainable Communities


	The decision to exercise the option period will be based on the satisfactory performance of the recipient and availability of funds.

	62
	Will this be done annually for each option year or for all option years?


	Institute for Sustainable Communities
	It depends on the structure of the award.

	63
	The last sentence of the Chapter VI, 2 “Management Approach” i and ii repeat each other.  Is this misprint or it has some purpose? 


	Media Law Institute


	There is no misprint. The repetitions in the referenced paragraphs are intentional to stress the two selection criteria under the Management Approach. The first relates to the overall complete staffing pattern/mix, including that of the key personnel; the other - to the individual qualifications of each of the proposed personnel, including key personnel.  

	64
	What is your definition of a sustainable “ISO” in the Armenian Context?
	World Learning


	It is up to the applicant to propose.

	65
	Please clarify the review process and eligibility requirements for local NGO’s to be considered for awards. Specifically: a) satisfactory record of performance- what period of time is considered sufficient for a NGO’s past performance.
	IFES


	For past performance evaluation, the Technical Evaluation Committee will consider relevant past performance within the last three years.  Offerors with no relevant past performance will receive a “neutral” rating.

	66
	Please clarify whether or not a local NGO’s participating as partner in a core application is eligible submit it’s own application for limited scope interventions (particularly to support IRs 1.3 and 1.4).
	IFES


	Yes.

	67
	Please provide further information, including budget amounts about the limited-scope interventions to support IRs 1.3 and 1.4.
	IFES


	See Question and Answer List, #47.

	68
	What is the criteria in judging “level of cost share” in particular what criteria will be used in judging the balance between cash and in kind contributions?
	NDI


	Cost share, including the balance between cash and in-kind contributions, will be considered as a part of a best-value determination.

	69
	Is there a minimum cash contribution as part of meeting the cost share requirement?
	NDI


	No, there is no minimum.

	70
	Ref. p.16 in regards to financial and management requirements, namely “adequate financial resources” would USAID reject a proposal from an NGO that currently reserves primarily USAID funding, directly or indirectly?
	NDI


	No.

	71
	In reference to the detailed analysis that may be performed on NGOs, can this be compared in advance upon request to test eligibility?
	NDI


	No.

	72
	What criteria would be used to judge local NGOs?  Is it similar to the standard used for US NGOs?
	NDI


	Criteria for evaluation of the applications received from local NGOs or US NGOs are the same.

	73
	Should proposals for both core awards and limited score awards be submitted separately?
	NDI


	Yes.

	74
	Can Applicants budget indirect costs?


	AAA
	Yes.
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    �FORMATS\GRNTCERT: Rev. 06/16/97 (ADS 303.6, E303.5.6a)


    �When these Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of Recipient are used for cooperative agreements, the term "Grant" means "Cooperative Agreement". 


    �The recipient must obtain from each identified subgrantee and (sub)contractor, and submit with its application/proposal, the Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion �� Lower Tier Transactions, set forth in Attachment A hereto.  The recipient should reproduce additional copies as necessary.


    �See ADS Chapter E303.5.6a, 22 CFR 208, Annex1, App A.


    �For USAID, this clause is entitled "Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion (March 1989)" and is set forth in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Related Matters" if the recipient is a U.S. nongovernmental organization, or in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters" if the recipient is a non�U.S. nongovernmental organization.


    �See Attachment B.
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