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Date Issued:  
May 15, 2003


Closing Date:
June  20, 2003

            Closing Time:  10:00 A.M. (EST)
Subject:  Request for Application (RFA) No. USAID M/OP/GH/HSR/03-1165, Global Health Bureau, Office of Health, Infectious Diseases, and Nutrition (HIDN) – The Global Research Activity(GRA) and Country Research Activity(CRA)

Dear Prospective Applicant:


The United States Government, represented by the Agency for International Development (USAID), Global Health(GH), Office of Health, Infectious Diseases, and Nutrition(HIDN), proposes to enter into two Leader with Associates Cooperative Agreements for the implementation of the Global Research Activity (GRA) and the Country Research Activity (CRA) specifically described in Section I of this RFA.  These two research activities fall under a newly developed GH/HIDN Health Research Framework described in this RFA.   Section III of this RFA explains in detail the Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreement mechanism.


To this end, USAID is seeking funding applications from eligible institutions as described in Section IV.2 of the RFA.  Additionally, USAID seeks applications from an organization(s) with access to high-caliber technical staff, organizational skills and a proven track record in implementing similar programs to undertake and achieve the results outlined in this Program Description.  The applicant should have demonstrated capacity to administer large grant programs, in terms of effective research, evaluation, financial administration, grants monitoring, results tracking, and reporting.

USAID expects the level of funding that will be used to support both of these cooperative agreements to be a total of $74 million over the five-year implementation period.  Approximately two-thirds of the funding is anticipated from USAID GH funds (referred to as core funding), with the remaining one-third expected from USAID Missions (referred to as field support), interagency agreements (IAA) and USAID other Bureau and USAID Mission associate awards.   A cost share minimum amount of 5% is required under this RFA. 

It is USAID's policy not to include profits of any nature under agreements.  Reasonable, allocable and allowable expenses, both direct and indirect, which are related to the agreement program and are in accordance with applicable cost standards (OMB Circular A-122 for nonprofit organizations), may be paid under the agreement contemplated by this RFA.

DUE DATE: Applications must be received by June 20, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. EST.  Applications received after this deadline will not be considered.  


Those organizations that are unable to retrieve the RFA from the Internet can request a hard copy or a 3-1/2" diskette in Microsoft Word 97 of the RFA by writing to the person identified above.

All applicants delivering applications contained in boxes through carriers other than UPS, FedEx, and the US Post Office will be required to complete a Freight Delivery Request Form and provide this form to the Ronald Reagan Building(RRB) ITC Loading Dock Manager 72 hours in advance of delivery (contact information is provided in the form).  The form may be obtained from Dana Doo-Soghoian who may be reached by telephone at 202-712-5671 or ddoo-soghoian@usaid.gov.  Once an RRB loading dock representative accepts the delivery, this will be considered the actual time of USAID’s acceptance."

Note:  Couriers must enter the building using the 14th Street entrance.  At the guard/reception desk dial x2-5671 or x2-5852.


Applications should be submitted in sealed envelopes with the name and address of the applicant and the number of the RFA on the envelope; telegraphic or fax applications are not authorized for this RFA and will not be accepted.  


Issuance of this RFA does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the Government, nor does it commit the Government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of applications.  Further, the Government reserves the right to reject any or all applications received.


In addition, award of the agreement(s) contemplated by this RFA cannot be made until funds have been appropriated, allocated and committed through internal USAID procedures.  While USAID anticipates that these procedures will be successfully completed, potential applicants are hereby notified of these requirements and conditions for the award.  Applications are submitted at the risk of the applicant. The Agreement Officer is the only individual who may legally commit the Government to the expenditure of public funds.  No costs chargeable to the proposed Agreement may be incurred before receipt of either a fully executed Agreement or a specific, written authorization from the Agreement Officer.

Thank you for your consideration of this USAID initiative.  We look forward to your organization's participation.







Sincerely,







Lisa M. Bilder







Agreement Officer







Division M/OP/GH/HSR







Office of Procurement
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SECTION I: Background and Framework
I.1  Introduction
This RFA solicits two new cooperative agreement mechanisms to assist USAID.  The Global Research Activity (GRA) and Country Research Activity (CRA) described in this RFA will provide USAID with mechanisms by which to conduct health research for the development and testing of new and better tools, technologies, approaches, policies and/or interventions to improve the health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing and transitional countries.  These two research activities fall under a newly developed health research framework of the Office of Health, Infectious Diseases, and Nutrition, HIDN, of the Bureau for Global Health(GH).  The GRA and the CRA will be Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreements.  The Leader with Associate mechanism is described in section III.  USAID anticipates the award of the GRA and CRA by the end of FY 03 (September 2003).  GRA and CRA, along with a range of other existing and future USAID health, nutrition and family planning research activities, will provide the Agency with important mechanisms to address critical global health issues.  

I.2  Background
For more than 30 years, USAID has played a global leadership role in supporting research that advances public health programs and tackles the main causes of under-five mortality and morbidity in developing countries.  Notable examples of the Agency’s achievements in child health research are vitamin-A supplementation of children to prevent blindness, morbidity, and mortality; field testing of delivery systems for ivermectin, the most effective drug against onchocerciasis; field testing of insecticide-treated bed nets, and the development and testing ORS. 
Two of USAID’s current activities in child health research will come to an end in 2003:  the Child Health Research (CHR) Project; (936-5986) 1996-2003 and Micronutrients for Health, (936-5122) 1997-2003.  The GRA and the CRA were designed to coincide with the ending of these two projects in 2003.
The CHR Project (www.childhealthresearch.org) focuses research that addresses the major causes of morbidity and mortality in children. Through CHR support, coordinated, multi-country trials were conducted, leading to the development of global standards, guidelines, new tools, approaches and interventions.  Major accomplishments of the CHR include the field testing of oral rehydration salt solutions (ORS) for the treatment of diarrhea; identification of and new treatments for the threat posed by antimicrobial resistance; field testing of new vaccines against Hemophilus influenza type B for the prevention of pneumonia in children; the validation of the verbal autopsy for determining causes of infant mortality, and the identification and development of zinc as a treatment for diarrhea. 
USAID’s Micronutrients for Health Project (www.jhsph.edu/CHN/micronutrients.html#a) conducts policy and program-oriented research in vitamin A deficiency prevention and treatment. It plays a scientific leadership and advocacy role in establishing the evidence base and improving ongoing global micronutrient delivery programs. Major accomplishments include:  research in Nepal on vitamin A, leading to a national program reaching over 90 percent of preschool children; research documenting a 40 percent reduction in mortality related to pregnancy through maternal vitamin A supplementation, and research that documents that iron supplementation during pregnancy reduces infant mortality by 20-25 percent.    
In 2002, in anticipation of a design for a new generation of health research activities, USAID commissioned an external evaluation of the CHR.  The main recommendations were:
· USAID should continue to support the current focus on child health research as a priority activity and support research capacity building in developing countries.
· A follow-on child health research activity should invite competition/participation by a range of US academic/research institutions, developing country and international research institutions, and international organizations to maximize flexibility and access to technical and country-specific expertise. 
· A new activity should have a greater emphasis on collaboration and consultation with a wider spectrum of USAID and global public health priorities (e.g. malaria and HIV/AIDS) and involve increased formal partnerships with US and international organizations, UN agencies, and foundations.
· A support contractor should be used to facilitate managerial and administrative functions including communication and project coordination.  
· A technical advisory group should be established to review progress, help facilitate research agenda setting, and coordinate with other key stakeholders.
As a result of the evaluation and discussions within USAID, HIDN designed a new framework under which it plans to carry out a significant part of its future health research activities.  This framework takes into account the recommendations of the evaluation for increased capacity building; competition and participation from a wider range of partners, and collaboration and consultation with a wider spectrum of USAID and global priority initiatives.  The Global Health Bureau (GH) and other USAID Bureaus and Missions will continue to support a range of other research activities addressing global health issues of priority to USAID, in addition to the research and development activities carried out under the new framework.
I.3  New GH/HIDN Framework for Health Research 
Figure 1 shows the four components of the new GH/HIDN health research framework.  
1.    Priority Setting –  to identify research areas and priorities
2.   Research  - to create tools, technologies, approaches, policies, and interventions
3.   Introduction – to facilitate widespread adaptation for use in programs of research results and products
4.   Field Implementation – to use research results and products in large scale public health programs
Under this new framework, HIDN will have primary responsibility for Component 1, Priority Setting.  Component 2, Research, will be carried out through a number of different mechanisms, including the GRA and the CRA Cooperative Agreements that are solicited in this RFA. Component 3, Introduction, will be implemented through a variety of new and existing, social and commercial marketing, advocacy, and communication activities, including, where appropriate, the GRA and the CRA Cooperative Agreements.  Component 4, Field Implementation, will be undertaken by a wide range of USAID partners including USAID Missions, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), international organizations, bilaterals, the private sector, and foundations. 
I.4  The Four Components of the GH/HIDN Health Research Framework 
Component 1: The first component of the framework is the setting of research priorities to ensure that research is:  1) identified, prioritized and carried out within the context a larger global research agenda, 2) strategic and responsive to USAID priorities; 3) and, coordinated with partners to ensure it is cost-effective and of maximum impact.  HIDN will carry out activities to set research priorities directly and in coordination with other partners.  Activities under Component 1 include:
· State-of-the-art technical reviews to identify and analyze gaps in research, evaluations of on-going activities and identification of new research opportunities  
· Consultations with leading scientists, the private sector, host governments, NGOs, and donors to identify and/or validate priority research and introduction activities 
· Internal USAID consultation with strategic objective(SO) team leaders, missions, other USAID colleagues to review Agency priorities and progress on research and introduction activities 

HIDN will establish priority research areas that will balance program needs against available scientific opportunities and will review these priorities on an annual basis.  Criteria such as disease prevalence, number of deaths, extent of disability, and economic consequences as well as evolving technological developments and scientific knowledge will be considered.  HIDN will involve external technical experts in consultations as part of the priority setting process under  the Framework.   HIDN will also work with WHO and other international bodies that establish international consensus and undertake international validation of priorities and research.   The two cooperative agreements described under this RFA, GRA and CRA will be involved in Component 1 but will not lead the process.  USAID will be assisted by a contractor in coordinating, monitoring, and communicating with the GRA, CRA, and other partners about studies and other work undertaken under the Framework.    
Component 2: Work described in this RFA, carried out by the Global Research Activity (GRA) and the Country Research Activity (CRA), two separate Cooperative Agreements explained below, falls under the Framework’s Component 2 Research.  The GRA and the CRA will be carried out through Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreements for conducting a focused research portfolio.  The objective of these cooperative agreements is to provide USAID with assistance in conducting health research to develop and test new and better tools, technologies, approaches, policies, and/or interventions (research products) contributing to the improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing countries and transitional countries.   
Component 3: Facilitating the introduction of research products into the mainstream of international public health programs is the third component of the framework.  HIDN has found that new tools, technologies, approaches and interventions developed under its research programs frequently fail to be used in larger scale health programs in a timely fashion.  The introduction component will accelerate the adaptation or translation of a select number of key research findings/results and their incorporation into regular use in worldwide field programs.   HIDN will identify and manage a limited number of priority activities for introduction activities, for example, the adaptation and introduction of the therapeutic use of zinc supplementation for diarrheal disease. As appropriate, the GRA and the CRA also may play a role in the introduction of research findings/results in coordination with a range of other existing and future HIDN partners, NGOs, PVOs, and the private sector.
Component 4:  Field implementation using the results and products of research under this framework will be carried out by HIDN in collaboration with a wide range of partners and implementors including USAID Missions, NGOs, U.S. and international organizations, bilaterals, the private sector, and foundations. 

Health Research Framework (Figure 1) follows:
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SECTION II:  Program Description --  Global Research Activity (GRA) and     

                                                                                      Country Research Activity (CRA) 
II.1  Introduction

This Request for Applications (RFA) covers work that will be carried out by the Global Research Activity (GRA) and Country Research Activity (CRA) under Component 2, the research component, of the GH/HIDN Framework for Health Research.  
GRA and CRA will be two separate Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreements.  The objective of the two cooperative agreements is to provide USAID with assistance in conducting health research that will lead to the development and testing of new and better tools, technologies, approaches, policies, and/or interventions (research products) that contribute to the improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing countries and transitional countries. 
The GRA will play a leadership role and contribute to research agendas of global importance. It will establish the evidence-base for global health programs by conducting multi-country studies and evaluations. GRA will be indirectly responsible for strengthening research capacity in countries through its work with developing country institutions and mentoring relationships. GRA will work with a wide range of partners and local institutions.
The CRA will conduct country specific research to address local health priorities.  CRA will carry out a broad range of country-specific locally relevant public health studies in country.  CRA will be directly responsible for strengthening national research capacity and engaging new partners in country.    
Both GRA and CRA will conduct research within the very broad technical areas of the HIDN that include:

·    Diarrheal Diseases prevention and treatment approaches
·    Acute Respiratory Infections prevention and treatment approaches
·   Infectious Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance 
·    Nutrition and Micronutrients 
·    Integrated Management of Childhood Illness and other integrated prevention and treatment    
     approaches

·    Infant and Neonatal Health  
·     Maternal Health 
·     Environmental Health 
·     Other areas as identified and contingent on funding
 Applicants unfamiliar with USAID strategies and priorities are encouraged to review the following strategy documents:
Child Survival <http://www.usaid.gov/pop_health/cs> 
Infectious Diseases   <http://www.usaid.gov/pop_health/id/idstrategy.pdf>,
Maternal Health        http://www.usaid.gov/pop_health/nmh/nmhstrategy.htm. 
USAID anticipates that the awards under this RFA will involve institutions of higher education, non-governmental organizations, international research organizations and networks in the US, and developing countries. 
Successful applicants should demonstrate a capacity to: 
· be responsive to the priority setting process of USAID’s health research framework;

·  identify appropriate external technical research expertise;  

·  have the capacity and commitment to subcontract or otherwise engage with research institutions and provide technical and managerial oversight to specific research studies in a cost effective manner;     

· collaborate with USAID and  relevant  partners, including host governments, developing country institutions, multilateral health and bilateral organizations, and NGOs;  

· establish and maintain appropriate mechanisms that ensure that research undertaken meets quality and ethical requirements; and, 

· disseminate research results and support efforts to translate research results into introduction activities.    

USAID strongly encourages the active involvement of developing country institutions in the GRA and CRA.   To this end, USAID encourages applicants from internationally recognized health research institutions and/or internationally recognized research networks based in developing countries or the inclusion of such institutions in broader partnerships. Other creative partnerships with the ability to be responsive to new or emerging priorities also are of interest to USAID. 
II.2  Global Research Activity (GRA)
A successful applicant will work with USAID and other partners to identify, test, and develop new/refined tools, approaches, interventions, and policies that contribute to the improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing and transitional countries and provide the evidence for global health programs. This global research activity will work with partners to implement a broad, multi-disciplinary research agenda designed to test new prevention and treatment approaches and interventions that could form the basis for new or improved global public health efforts. After awards are finalized, successful applicants will be invited to submit work plans and research protocols that are based upon USAID priority research areas established through its priority-setting process (refer to Component 1).
A successful applicant for the GRA should demonstrate the capacity to: 
· Conduct world class, multi-country, multi-disciplinary, globally relevant health research,
· Conduct research that is part of a broader, global research agenda
· Conduct efficient and effective research that provides the technical basis for international guidelines, standards, norms, interventions and programs.
GRA work could include:
· Research to develop and evaluate coordinated micronutrient prevention and treatment                  interventions to be used in global programs such as effectiveness, cost, and safety of vitamin A, iron, zinc, and multi-micronutrients;
· Efficacy, safety or ancillary studies associated with vaccine trials for pneumonia and diarrheal diseases;
· Research to test, develop and evaluate new or refined global treatments or prevention methods for improving the health status of infants, children and mothers. 
II.3  Country Research Activity (CRA)
A successful applicant for the CRA will be responsive to country-specific research priorities and address local research needs that identify, test, and develop new/refined tools, approaches, interventions, and policies that contribute to the improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families.  A successful applicant for the CRA should demonstrate the capacity to:
· Conduct technically sound country-specific research studies that engage local partners and contribute to national evidence-based decision making and program improvement.
· Solicit and effectively and efficiently manage sub-award competitions  for U.S. and country-based institutions on behalf of USAID 
· Develop a cost-effective approach to research capacity strengthening that might include technical assistance to potential applicants for competitive grants/contracts and ongoing technical assistance to successful applicants 
· Conduct policy analyses and research at the request of USAID Missions
Because NGOs are often highly effective program implementers at country level, USAID  encourages the inclusion of NGOs with appropriate research capacity either as applicant(s) or in some formal partnership in the CRA.  
CRA work could include:
· Studies of approaches for community health workers to improve the quality, access, and delivery of basic maternal and child health treatment and prevention services in national health programs.
· Efforts that strengthen the capacity of developing country researchers to address research questions that are relevant to country-specific challenges.  
II.4  Design Requirements
A successful applicant should identify research challenges that potentially could be addressed within a five-year time frame.     
A successful applicant is expected to actively participate in and be aware of relevant efforts and developments in the larger international public health community of practitioners and researchers.
A successful applicant is expected to be able to assess the significance of individual research contributions within the context of broader research agendas.  
A successful applicant should strive to strengthen the research capacity of host country collaborators and, whenever possible, maximize opportunities to involve new and local partners in activities.   
A successful applicant must be able to work in coordination with other USAID partners, including other organizations, institutions, collaborating agencies and host-country programs.   
II.5  Performance Monitoring 
Monitoring of results is a key element of USAID programs.  USAID seeks data and information to improve performance and effectiveness as well as inform planning and management decisions.  Applicants are encouraged to propose cost-effective, results-oriented monitoring systems.  Applicants should propose a strategy that addresses monitoring and information necessary to track progress, including indicators that would be collected and proposed as benchmarks and milestones and how USAID will receive such information at the Country (Mission) and Global level. 

Applicants are expected to propose how they would develop and apply specific indicators as measures of success in areas related to the potential areas of research focus described above.  The following are illustrative examples:  
· Research activities undertaken and dissemination of results completed in a timely fashion.

· High quality, peer-reviewed multidisciplinary research undertaken, disseminated, and published on new or refined tools, technologies, approaches, policies, and/or interventions; 
· New or refined tools, technologies, approaches, policies, and/or interventions adapted and or evaluated.
· Scientific and institutional research partnerships strengthened, on-going research collaborations coordinated, and linkages between U. S. and international research institutions in developing countries and transitional countries established and/or strengthened 
· Research and problem solving capacity of developing country investigators strengthened 
II.6  USAID Reporting Requirements
The Recipient will adhere to all reporting requirements listed below.  All reports as required under Substantial Involvement shall be submitted by the due date for approval of the USAID Cognizant Technical Officer (CTO) (s) designated by the USAID Agreement Officer.  Additional reports requiring review and clearances, when necessary, are listed under each requirement.  Recipient will consult the CTO on the format and expected content of reports prior to submission. 
1) Financial Reporting 
      
Financial reporting requirements will be in accordance with 22 CFR 226.  
2) Performance Monitoring and Program Reporting
         
a. The Recipient shall submit an original and one copy of brief quarterly program performance reports, which coincide with the financial reporting periods, to the USAID Cognizant Technical Officer (CTO) specified in the Cover Letter of this Award.  These reports shall be submitted within 30 days following the end of the reporting period.

b. Work Plan:  Within 30 days of the signing of this Agreement, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for Year 1 of this Agreement, showing the planned activities and performance benchmarks, delineated by each calendar quarter and linked to program goals and objectives.  In subsequent years, within 30 days prior to the end of the current program year, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for the new program year.  The work plan shall be submitted to the USAID CTO specified in the Cover Letter of this Award.

c. Content of Semi-Annually Reports:  The Program Report shall briefly describe actual accomplishments toward the program goals and objectives, progress toward the targets of performance indicators (to be determined jointly by the Recipient and the USAID CTO); reasons why established goals were not met, if applicable; and other pertinent information concerning the Agreement activity. The reports, which should be submitted electronically to USAID, must also include an explanation of the quantifiable output of the research studies and/or introduction activities, including protocols and advance copies of publications and presentations.  

d. Final Report:  The Recipient shall submit an original and one copy to the CTO identified in the Cover Letter and one copy  to the USAID Development Experience Clearninghouse, ATTN: Document Acquisitions 1611 Kent Street, Suite 200, Arlington, VA 22209-2111 or (e-mail:doocsubmit@dec.cdie.org).  The final performance report shall contain the information contained in c. above and will cover the entire period of the Agreement.

  3)    Distribution of reports:

       a.  Reports required as described in this section will be sent to CTO(s) and/or designates. 
        b.  Reports and intellectual products required above will also be submitted in electronic format and hard copy to PPC/CDIE/DI, Attn. ACQUISITIONS, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 20523. 
II.7  Management Review and External Evaluations
It is anticipated that GRA and CRA will have interim reviews, a mid-term evaluation as well as a final evaluation.  USAID also will conduct management reviews of the efficiency, technical quality, and success of the cooperative agreement.
SECTION  III:  Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreement
Two LWA awards will be made under this RFA: the Global Research Activity, GRA, and the Country Research Activity, CRA.  The GRA and the CRA cannot be awarded to the same organization.  As long as the identical applicant-- e.g. same organization or consortium--is not the recipient of both awards, individual organizations with appropriate technical capacity could potentially be party to successful applications for both the GRA and CRA.        
These awards will permit successful applicants to be funded by HIDN to undertake work that is described in section II of this RFA.  USAID Missions and Bureaus also may provide funding to the recipient of GRA or CRA to undertake work that fits within the scope of the activity.  The USAID CTO(s) and/or TA(s) will have substantial involvement in work undertaken under both awards as outlined in this RFA Section IV—Implementation Arrangements, Substantial Involvement. 
The difference between a Leader with Associates cooperative agreement and a standard cooperative agreement is that the Leader with Associates agreement allows USAID Missions and Bureaus to fund the awardees of the agreement in two different ways.   USAID Missions and Bureaus either can provide funding through field support (or a Modified Acquisition and Assistance Request Documents) to a Leader award managed by HIDN from Washington, or establish a separate Associate award with the same entity, which they manage directly from the mission or bureau.  Please note that an associate award is not a sub-award, but rather a new agreement between USAID and the recipient of the leader award. 
If a USAID Mission or Bureau opts to use an associate award, the Mission will develop and negotiate a separate program description and the activity will be managed by a CTO housed in the Mission. In addition to having to meet all of USAID's requirements for a Cooperative Agreement, the proposed work must fit within the scope of the Program Description of the relevant GRA or CRA leader award as certified by the CTO(s) and/or TA(s) responsible for the activity.   Once awarded, the relevant Mission CTO(s) and/or TA(s) will retain substantial involvement for the activity.  

Associate awards may be issued until the Leader award expires and may extend beyond the expiration of the Leader award.  The Leader award may authorize Associate awards for up to a five-year period.  With a non-competitive waiver, Associate awards may extend for a total of ten years.  In no case may either the Leader or Associate award extend more than five years into the future at any given time.  The Leader award may not be closed out until all the associate awards have been completed, but in no event may Associate awards extend for more than five years past the expiration of the Leader. 
Note that Associate awards will not contain separate standard provisions.  Instead, they will be subject to the provisions of the Leader award.  
SECTION IV:  Implementation Arrangements
IV.1  Anticipated Award Schedule
Successful applicants for this RFA should expect a five-year, competitive Leader with Associate (LWA) Cooperative Agreement  to be awarded by the end of FY 03 (September 2003).
IV.2  Eligibility Criteria 
To be eligible to receive a LWA Cooperative Agreement under this RFA, an organization must:
1)   Be a U.S. or non-U.S. based institution of higher education or research institution, for-profit, non-profit, or private voluntary organization registered with USAID;
2)   Have demonstrated capacity in health research and related activities described in this RFA;
3)   Agree to work with and hire individuals who have the technical expertise to plan and implement health research studies throughout the world; 
4)   Have managerial technical and institutional capacities to achieve the results outlined in this RFA; and, 
5)   Have the capacity to collaborate with other organizations/groups in undertaking research. 
IV.3    USAID Management of the Global Research and Country Research Activities 
It is anticipated that the CTO, in conjunction with a USAID technical advisor, will manage and coordinate the two cooperative agreements—GRA and CRA-- to be awarded under this RFA.  Management of Associate Agreements will be based at the issuing USAID Mission or Bureau, thus enabling USAID Missions and Bureaus to directly manage the use of their funds.  The USAID CTO for these Agreements, assisted as necessary by an extended USAID Washington management team, will handle day-to-day oversight of the Leader Agreements and will work with CTOs of Associate Agreement as appropriate.  

IV.4    Substantial Involvement
Successful applicants for the GRA and CRA cooperative agreements should expect substantial involvement of USAID in the following ways:
1)      Approval of annual work plans, research studies/protocols, and all modifications that describe the specific activities to be carried out under the Agreements;
2)      Approval of specified key personnel;
3)      Approval of monitoring and evaluation plans; USAID involvement in monitoring progress toward achieving GRA and CRA outcomes, including participation in technical meetings during the course of the LWA.
SECTION V:  Financial Plan 
USAID expects the level of funding that will be used to support both of these cooperative agreements to be a total of $74 million over the five-year implementation period.  Approximately two-thirds of the funding is anticipated from USAID GH funds (referred to as core funding), with the remaining one-third expected from USAID Missions (referred to as field support), interagency agreements (IAA) and USAID other Bureau and USAID Mission associate awards. 

V.1    Funding Accounts and Sources
The GRA and CRA activities will be able to receive funds from a variety of foreign assistance accounts and funds:
·  Child Survival and Health Programs Fund (CSH) 
·  Development Assistance (DA)
·  Economic Support Fund (ESF)

·  Assistance to Eastern Europe and the Baltics (AEEB)
·  FREEDOM Support Act (FSA)

Funding for GRA and CRA activities is expected to come from multiple budgetary sources:
· GH Core Budgets for Child Survival/ Maternal Health (including Nutrition/Micronutrients), HIV/AIDS, Population, and Infectious Diseases Account;  
· USAID Regional Bureau and Mission Field Support and Modified Acquisition and Assistance Request Documents (MAARDS);

· Global Bureau and Field Support funds from other USAID earmarks and accounts; 
· Interagency agreements from other federal agencies;
· Matching funds provided by implementing partners, and
· Future accounts that may be established as relevant to maternal and child health and nutrition, infectious diseases, and HIV/AIDS.
V.2   Geographic Allocation of Funds
Given the nature of the program, for any given year, the geographic allocation will vary based on the selected research studies as well as the efforts to introduce research findings into programs in both developing and transitional countries.  

      
V.3   Cost Sharing and Program Income
The cost-sharing requirement for this RFA is a minimum of five percent of the USAID-funded amount.  See 22 CFR 226.23 for specific types of cost sharing or matching funds.  Program income generated under these awards will be in accordance with 22 CFR 226.24. 
SECTION VI:  Agreement Application Format 
VI.1  General Instructions
Successful applicants for this RFA will be awarded LWA agreements with USAID.  Two awards will be made: GRA and CRA.  The GRA and the CRA cannot be awarded to the same applicant.  An applicant is permitted to submit an application for consideration of the award of a cooperative agreement for the GRA and another application for consideration of the award of a cooperative agreement for the CRA.  An applicant submitting two applications must state on both applications whether the applicant prefers to be awarded the GRA or the CRA if the case were to arise where that applicant scored highest for both the GRA and the CRA.
Applications in response to this RFA should respond directly to the terms, conditions, specifications and clauses of this RFA.  Applications not conforming to this RFA may be categorized as non-responsive, thereby eliminating them from further consideration.
Applicants should submit one original plus six (6) copies of a technical application including copies of the cost/business application, in English.  Applications should reference the total proposed funding level and the estimated cost share on the cover page.  In addition to hard copies, technical and cost/business applications should be submitted on 3-1/2" diskettes in Microsoft Word 97 and Excel. 
All copies of the technical and cost/business applications must be separately placed in sealed envelopes clearly marked on the outside with the following words "RFA No. M/OP/GH/HSR-03-1165 with the contents indicated:  e.g. Technical, and/ or Cost/Business (as appropriate) Application".
Any application with data not to be disclosed should be marked with the following legend:
"This application includes data that shall not be disclosed outside the U.S. Government and shall not be duplicated, used, or disclosed in whole or in part for any purpose other than to evaluate this application. If, however, a cooperative agreement is awarded to this applicant as a result of or in connection with the submission of this data, the US Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting cooperative agreement. This restriction does not limit the U.S. Government's right to use information contained in this data if it is obtained from another source without restriction. The data subject to this restriction are contained in sheets [insert numbers or other identification of sheets]"
Mark each sheet of data it wishes to restrict with the following legend:  "Use or disclosure of data contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction on the title page of this application."
VI.2   Preparation Guidelines for the Technical Application
USAID requests that applications be kept as concise as possible.  Detailed information should be presented only when required by specific RFA instructions.  Technical Applications are limited to 60 pages (12 point single-spaced type) not including the cover page, executive summary, appendices, figures and tables.  Shorter applications are encouraged. USAID requests that applications provide all information required by following the general format described below. 
Applicants may use appendices for relevant supplemental information such as the key personnel resumes, resumes of other personnel, and a list of previous contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements. 
A USAID Technical Evaluation Panel will evaluate the technical applications in accordance in the evaluation criteria in Section VII.   
 
The suggested format for the technical application is:

1)   Cover Page – Proposed Project title, RFA Number and either GRA or CRA specified, “proposed alternative title,” name of organization(s) submitting application, contact person, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail, and address.
2)   Executive Summary (1-3 pages) briefly describe how the applicant(s) proposes to meet the design requirements, carry out the activity functions, and achieving the anticipated results.  Briefly describe the technical and managerial resources of the applicant’s organization and describe how the overall program will be managed.
3)   Technical Application Format (maximum 60 pages) this section represents the technical portion of the RFA.  Applicants should retain for their records one copy of the application and all enclosures that accompany their application.  The person signing the application must initial erasures or other changes.
The Technical Application format should have the following sections:
1.  Technical Vision/ Innovative Research (Suggested 15 pages maximum)    
For the purpose of this application, the applicant is asked to select one or two technical areas from the following list:   
     Diarrheal Diseases prevention and treatment approaches
·  Acute Respiratory Infections prevention and treatment approaches
·  Infectious Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance 
    Nutrition and Micronutrients 
· Integrated Management of Childhood Illness and other integrated prevention and treatment    approaches

· Infant and Neonatal Health  
· Maternal Health 
· Environmental Health 
From the technical area selected, the applicant should:

a)      propose and justify a comprehensive research agenda in the area selected
b)      identify key research questions that address the research agenda 
c) describe five research studies that would contribute to answering these questions at either the Global or Country level.  Note: the research studies for the Global level should focus on research that has global applicability; the Country level research should focus on research that addresses and has applicability at the country or community level.

In addressing a-c, the applicant should fully include:
· the burden of disease or health threat that is being addressed;

· state of relevant knowledge;

· methodological approach(es), including workplan, outline/timeframe, exemplary budget, including a plan for grants or sub-grants;

· the necessary competencies and research roles for applicants and partners;

· how peer review and ethical assurances would be addressed;

· how the research results could lead to wider introduction activities for use in health programs; and,

· how capacity building would be incorporated in the research process.

2. Technical Capabilities:  ( Suggested 10 pages maximum)

Applicants are encouraged to consider activities that build upon recent research advances in global health issues that could lead to the development of new tools, approaches and interventions with program application leading to public health impact within five or ten years. 

In this context, applicant(s) should demonstrate their technical capabilities and relevant past performance to undertake either the GRA or the CRA.  The applicant(s) is asked to:
a) provide specific examples of how the applicant has and will undertake multi-disciplinary public health research at the country level for CRA and globally for GRA; 

b) describe the blend of technical and geographic research expertise that might be needed to achieve the objective of this program and the goal of this RFA; and,

c)      describe prior research experience that may be utilized within this research award.   

3.      Management:  (Suggested 10 pages maximum)
In conjunction with technical excellence, sound research and fiscal management will be essential for the success of the awards under the GRA and CRA.  An applicant should demonstrate a capability and capacity to plan (in partnership with USAID), manage, oversee, and undertake  complex research and preliminary introduction activities. 
USAID does not believe that any one organization possesses the breadth, depth, and technical and country-specific knowledge required to successfully undertake research and introductory activities.  USAID, therefore, expects that the applicant would be a partnership of organizations or groups, each bringing a particular set of experiences and expertise that would strengthen the overall research and introduction activities undertaken within this RFA. 

Applicants should describe how the partnership will be organized and managed to minimize non-productive costs to the government such as multiple overheads and to use the complementary capabilities of partners most effectively. An application would be strengthened by a discussion of governance structure of the partnership, including the decision-making process by which a partner would be designated as the lead for a discrete research area or study.  For example, the applicant could define the technical resources, expertise and staff of proposed partner organizations and describe how there would be synergistic in carrying out research (and introductory) activities.
Where possible, the applicant should indicate existing formal or informal relationships with partner organizations listed in the application and the nature of the relationship (e.g. subcontractor).  

Each applicant (i.e., the primary organization or organizations that are involved in the preparation of the an application) should include a list of contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements that the applicant has implemented involving similar and related programs over the past five years with USAID and with other organizations (e.g., commercial, governmental, and philanthropic). 

4. Key Personnel:  (Suggested 5 pages maximum) 

The applicant should designate key personnel such as the Director(s), Deputy Director(s), and Financial/Program Administrator(s).  A Director is considered critical to the success of the application.   At a minimum, each applicant should designate a Director as key personnel.  The Director is expected to be an internationally recognized public health researcher who can provide vision, direction, and leadership in bringing together disparate public health technical areas that span all regions of the world. The Director and Deputy Director (if applicable) should have a degree in the health sciences and/or a related field.  At least one key personnel should have experience in managing USAID finance projects, be familiar with USAID policies and administrative procedures.
Additional key personnel could include expertise in public health-related disciplines, knowledge of epidemiology, and programmatic application of research in developing country settings.  The GRA and CRA teams could embody expertise in global health areas such as infectious diseases, child and maternal health, nutrition, epidemiology, medical sociology/anthropology, health policy, as well as developing country experience.  Researchers could have advanced degrees as well as experience in the design, implementation, administration, and evaluation of research programs in developing countries. 
The applicants should, in a summary table format, show the key personnel from the applicant and partner institution(s).  The table can include the requisite skills, technical expertise, major duties, experience, and academic background.

Resumes for each key personnel should be limited to a maximum of four (4) pages in length.  and be added as an appendix to this RFA. 

VI.3  Cost/Business Application   
The cost/business application must be completely separate from the applicant's technical application.  The application must be submitted using SF-424 and SF-424A “Application for Federal Assistance”.  The form is downloadable on USAID’s website at: http://www.usaid.gov/procurement_bus_opp/procurement/forms/.
The cost/business application should be for a period of up to five years for the period of September 2003 – August 2008 using the budget format shown in the SF-424A.  Submit the cost/business application on a 3-1/2" diskette, formatted in Word 97 and Excel.     

If the applicant has established a consortium or another legal relationship among its partners, the Cost/Business application must include a copy of the legal relationship between the parties.  The agreement should include a full discussion of the relationship between the applicants including identification of the applicant with which USAID will treat for purposes of Agreement administration, identity of the applicant which will have accounting responsibility, how Agreement effort will be allocated and the express agreement of the principals thereto to be held jointly and severally liable for the acts or omissions of the other.  
Additionally, if an applicant proposes a higher than minimum cost share, this may be considered with the “cost effectiveness” evaluation.  If the cost share is less than 5 percent, then the proposal shall not be reviewed and will be deemed non-responsive.
To support the proposed costs, please provide detailed budget notes/narrative for all costs that explain how the costs were derived.  The following provides guidance on what is needed. 
a) The breakdown of all costs associated with the program. 

b)      The breakdown of all costs according to each partner organization involved in the program;
c)      The costs associated with external, expatriate technical assistance and those associated with local in-country technical assistance.
d)      The breakdown of any financial and in-kind contributions of all organizations involved in implementing this LWA.
e)      Potential contributions of non-USAID or private commercial donors to this LWA.
f)        Procurement plan for commodities (if applicable)
The cost application should contain the following budget categories:
a)      Salary and Wages:  Direct salaries and wages should be proposed in accordance with the applicant's personnel policies.

b)      Fringe Benefits:   If the applicant has a fringe benefit rate that has been approved by an agency of the U.S. Government, such rate should be used and evidence of its approval should be provided.  If a fringe benefit rate has not been so approved, the application should propose a rate and explain how the rate was determined. If the latter is used, the narrative should include a detailed breakdown comprised of all items of fringe benefits (e.g., unemployment insurance, workers compensation, health and life insurance, retirement, FICA, etc.) and the costs of each, expressed in dollars and as a percentage of salaries.

                    
c)      Travel and Transportation:  The application should indicate the number of trips, domestic and international, and the estimated costs.  Specify the origin and destination for each proposed trip, duration of travel, and number of individuals traveling.  Per Diem should be based on the applicant's normal travel policies. (If applicable). 
d)   Equipment:  Estimated types of equipment (i.e., model #, cost per unit, quantity)

e)   Supplies:  office supplies and other related supply items related to this activity.   

f) Contractual:  Any goods and services being procured through  a contract mechanism.

g)  Other Direct Costs:  This includes communications, report preparation costs, passports, visas, medical exams and inoculations, insurance (other than insurance included in the applicant's fringe benefits), equipment, office rent abroad, etc. The narrative should provide a breakdown and support for all other direct costs. 

h)      Indirect Costs:  The applicant should support the proposed indirect cost rate with a letter from a cognizant U.S. Government audit agency, a Negotiated Indirect Cost Agreement (NICRA), or with sufficient information for USAID to determine the reasonableness of the rates. (For example, a breakdown of labor bases and overhead pools, the method of determining the rate, etc.).

 
Please include information on the organization's financial status and management including:
a)      Copies of the applicant's financial reports for the previous 3-year period, which have been audited by a reputable certified public accounting firm;
b)      NICRA;
c)      Organizational chart;
d)      If the applicant has made a certification to USAID that its personnel, procurement and travel policies are compliant with applicable OMB circular and other applicable USAID and Federal regulations, a copy of the certification should be included with the application.  If the certification has not been made to USAID/Washington, the applicant should submit a copy of its personnel (especially regarding salary and wage scales, merit increases, promotions, leave, differentials, etc.), travel and procurement policies, and indicate whether personnel and travel policies and procedures have been reviewed and approved by any agency of the Federal Government. If so, provide the name, address, and phone number of the cognizant reviewing official.

f)      Applicants that have never received a grant, cooperative agreement or contract from the U.S. Government are required to submit a copy of their accounting manual.  If a copy has already been submitted to the U.S. Government, the applicant should advise which Federal Office has a copy.
       The application should include information that substantiates that the Applicant:
a)      Has adequate financial resources or the ability to obtain such resources as required during the performance of the cooperative agreement.
b)      Has the ability to comply with the cooperative agreement conditions, taking into account all existing and currently prospective commitments of the applicant, nongovernmental and governmental.
c)      Has a satisfactory record of performance.  Past relevant unsatisfactory performance is ordinarily sufficient to justify a finding of non-responsibility, unless there is clear evidence of subsequent satisfactory performance. 
d)      Has a satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics; and
e)      Is otherwise qualified and eligible to receive a cooperative agreement under applicable laws and regulations (e.g., Equal Employment Opportunity laws).
f)      Completed copy of certifications and representations (Section VIII)
VI.4  Unnecessarily Elaborate Applications

Unnecessarily elaborate brochures or other presentations beyond those sufficient to present a complete and effective application in response to this RFA are not desired and may be construed as an indication of the applicant's lack of cost consciousness.  Elaborate artwork, expensive paper and bindings, and expensive visual and other presentation aids are neither necessary nor wanted.
VI.5  Cooperative Agreement Award
a)  The Government may, without discussions or negotiations, award an agreement resulting from this RFA to the responsible applicant whose application conforming to this RFA offers the best value.  Therefore, the initial application should contain the applicant's best terms from a cost and technical standpoint.  The Government may reject any or all applications, accept other than the lowest cost application, and waive informalities and minor irregularities in applications received. 
b)  Although technical evaluation factors are significantly more important than cost factors, the closer the technical evaluations of the various applications are to one another, the more important cost considerations become.  The Agreement Officer may determine what a highly ranked application based on the technical evaluation factors would mean in terms of performance and what it would cost the Government to take advantage of it in determining the best overall value to the Government.   

VI.6  Authority to Obligate the Government
The Agreement Officer is the only individual who may legally commit the Government to the expenditure of public funds.  No costs chargeable to the proposed agreement may be incurred before receipt of either an agreement signed by the Agreement Officer or a specific, written authorization from the Agreement Officer.

SECTION VII:  Evaluation Criteria

VII.1  Overview
Successful applicants for this RFA will be awarded a cooperative agreement with USAID.  Two awards will be made: the Global Research Activity, GRA, and the Country Research Activity, CRA.  Both awards will be Leader with Associate Cooperative Agreements.  As stated both in the Activity Description and in Section VI under “General Instructions,” the GRA and the CRA cannot be awarded to the same applicant.   
Each technical application submitted in response to this RFA will be evaluated in relation to the evaluation factors set forth in this solicitation of relevance to either the GRA or CRA or both.  Awards (i.e., one for the GRA and one for the CRA) will be made on the basis of the applications most advantageous to the Government, cost effectiveness, and other factors considered.   
The Government intends to evaluate applications and award an agreement without discussions with applicants.  However, the U.S. Government reserves the right to conduct discussions if later determined by the Agreement Officer as necessary.  Therefore, each initial offer should contain the applicant’s best terms from a cost or price and technical standpoint.
VII.2  Acceptability of Proposed Non-Price Terms and Conditions 
An offer is acceptable when it manifests the applicant's assent, without exception, to the terms and conditions of the RFA, including attachments and provides a complete and responsive proposal without taking exception of the terms and conditions of the RFA.  If an applicant takes exception to any of the terms and conditions of the RFA, then USAID will consider its offer to be unacceptable.  Applicants wishing to take exception to the terms and conditions stated within this RFA are strongly encouraged to contact the Agreement Officer before doing so.  The USAID reserves the right to change the terms and conditions of the RFA by amendment at any time prior to the source selection decision.  
VII.3  Adjectival Rating

USAID will award the applicant whose application(s) best meets the Program description and represents the best value to the Government, all factors considered. Applications for the activity will be evaluated based on adjectival ranking for overall application and each section of the application, respectively.  The following adjectives will be used in assessing the criteria set forth:
Outstanding:   The application exceeds the fullest expectations of the Government.  The applicant has convincingly demonstrated that the requirements have been analyzed, evaluated, and should result in an outstanding, effective, efficient, and economical performance under the agreement.  An assigned rating within “outstanding” indicates that the application demonstrates an “outstanding” capacity, and exceeds the fullest expectations of the Government.  
Very Good:  The application demonstrates a level of effort that fully meets the RFA’s requirements and that this effort has produced, or could produce, results which should prove to be substantially beneficial to achievement of the goal of the development and testing of new and better tools, technologies, approaches, policies and/or interventions to improve the health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing and transitional countries.   The proposal may or may not have any weaknesses.  Fulfilling the definition of “very good” indicates that, in terms of the overall application and/or specific application sections, the application demonstrates a level of effort that fully meets the evaluation’s requirements and that this effort has produced, or could produce, results which should prove to be substantially beneficial.   
Good:  The application meets the requirements.  The application may contain weaknesses and/or significant weaknesses that are correctable but no deficiencies.  An assigned rating of “good” indicates that, in terms of the overall application and/or specific sections, the application demonstrates a “good” understanding and ability to fulfill the requirements.  If any weaknesses and/or significant weaknesses are noted, they should not seriously affect the applicant’s performance.    
Marginal:  The application demonstrates a shallow understanding of the requirements and approach and marginally meets the minimum evaluation standard.  The application contains weaknesses and/or significant weaknesses and may contain deficiencies.  If deficiencies exist, thy may be correctable.  A rating of “marginal” indicates that, in terms of the overall application and/or specific sections the application marginally meets the standard for minimal but acceptable performance.  The applicant may complete the goal of the development and testing of new and better tools, technologies, approaches, policies and/or interventions to improve the health status of infants, children, mothers, and families in developing and transitional countries; however there is at least a moderate risk that the applicant will not be successful.  
Unacceptable:  The application fails to meet a minimum requirement or contains a major deficiency or major deficiencies.  The proposal is incomplete, vague, incompatible, incomprehensible, or so incorrect as to be unacceptable.  The Evaluator feels that the deficiency or deficiencies is/are uncorrectable without a major revision of the application.  The assignment of a rating within the bounds of “unacceptable” indicates that in terms of the overall application and/or specific application sections the application fails to meet performance or capacity standards.  
VII.4  Technical Proposal (See Section VI.2 -- Application Instructions for the Global Research Activity and the Country Research Activity, Technical Application)
The technical selection sections presented below have been tailored to the requirements of this RFA.  They are designed to allow USAID to choose the highest quality application(s) to carry out the program.

VII.5  Global Research Activity (GRA)
1) Technical Vision and Innovative Research 

The applicant demonstrates how its selection of technical area(s), justification of pertinent questions pertaining to this area, and proposed research studies could result in changing global norms/practices that ultimately contribute to improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families.

The applicant demonstrates competence in organizing well thought through processes in undertaking research and introduction activities that also includes capacity building, use of partner expertise, and conducting the research and introduction activities cost effectively.  
2)  Technical Capabilities and Past Performance 
The applicant demonstrates methodological and technical capacity to undertake globally relevant multidisciplinary public health research. 
The applicant demonstrates access to an appropriate mix of technical expertise and geographic researchers to support the objectives of the activity and the goals of the RFA.  
The applicant demonstrates relevant prior experience based on ongoing or prior research awards. 
3)  Management  
The applicant demonstrates its ability to creatively plan, implement, and support a wide range of potential research activities such as complex global field trials and/or coordinated multi-disciplinary, multi-country research contributing to a global research agenda.  
The applicant’s proposed management structure balances technical expertise; collaboration with USAID and other partners; and minimal costs not directly related to research studies.  
The applicant demonstrates capacity building is incorporated in undertaking high quality research.  
4)  Key Personnel Capabilities  
The proposed key personnel and other technical personnel demonstrate strong technical, managerial, strategic, and leadership qualifications to undertake the Global Health Research activity in developing countries.  
VII.6  Country Research Activity (CRA)

1) Technical Vision and Innovative Research 
The applicant demonstrates how its selection of technical area(s), justification of pertinent questions pertaining to this area, and proposed research studies could result in changing country-specific practices that contribute to improved health status of infants, children, mothers, and families at the country level.

The applicant demonstrates competence in organizing well thought through processes in undertaking research and introduction activities that also includes capacity building, use of partner expertise, and conducting research activities cost effectively using host-country partners.   

2) Technical Capabilities and Past Performance 
The applicant demonstrates technical capacity to undertake and/or support country-specific public research agendas/studies that contribute to evidence-based decision making. 
The applicant demonstrates access to an appropriate mix of technical and geographic research capacity to support the objectives of the activity and the goal of the RFA.  
The applicant demonstrates a strong capacity to manage competitive grants/contracts involving developing country institutions and US/developing country research partners.  
The applicant demonstrates a track record in conducting ongoing or prior research awards.
The applicant demonstrates a strong ability to develop and sustain a cost-effective approach to research capacity strengthening.

 3) Management 
The applicant demonstrates a strong ability to creatively plan, implement, and support a wide range of potential research activities at the country-level.  
The applicant’s proposed management structure balances technical expertise; collaboration with USAID and other partners; and minimizes costs.   
The applicant integrates capacity building in undertaking country level research. 
4)      Key Personnel Capabilities 
The proposed key personnel and other technical personnel demonstrate strong technical, managerial, strategic, and leadership qualifications to undertake and manage the goals of the Country Health Research activity in developing countries.   
VIII.  Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of Applicant

_____________________________________________________________________________

1.  ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING NON-DISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS

     (a)
 The recipient hereby assures that no person in the United States shall, on the bases set forth below, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under, any program or activity receiving financial assistance from USAID, and that with respect to the grant for which application is being made, it will comply with the requirements of:

       (1)  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Pub. L. 88-352, 42 U.S.C. 2000-d), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color or national origin, in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;

       (2)  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicap in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance;

       (3)  The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (Pub. L. 95-478), which prohibits discrimination based on age in the delivery of services and benefits supported with Federal funds;

       (4)  Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (20 U.S.C. 1681, et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in education programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance (whether or not the programs or activities are offered or sponsored by an educational institution); and

       (5)  USAID regulations implementing the above nondiscrimination laws, set forth in Chapter II of Title 22 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

     (b)
If the recipient is an institution of higher education, the Assurances given herein extend to admission practices and to all other practices relating to the treatment of students or clients of the institution, or relating to the opportunity to participate in the provision of services or other benefits to such individuals, and shall be applicable to the entire institution unless the recipient establishes to the satisfaction of the USAID Administrator that the institution's practices in designated parts or programs of the institution will in no way affect its practices in the program of the institution for which financial assistance is sought, or the beneficiaries of, or participants in, such programs.

     (c)
This assurance is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts, or other Federal financial assistance extended after the date hereof to the recipient by the Agency, including installment payments after such date on account of applications for Federal financial assistance which were approved before such date.  The recipient recognizes and agrees that such Federal financial assistance will be extended in reliance on the representations and agreements made in this Assurance, and that the United States shall have the right to seek judicial enforcement of this Assurance.  This Assurance is binding on the recipient, its successors, transferees, and assignees, and the person or persons whose signatures appear below are authorized to sign this Assurance on behalf of the recipient.

   2.  CERTIFICATION REGARDING DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE REQUIREMENTS

     (a)
 Instructions for Certification

       (1)  By signing and/or submitting this application or grant, the recipient is providing the certification set out below.

       (2)  The certification set out below is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when the agency determined to award the grant.  If it is later determined that the  recipient knowingly rendered a false certification,  or  otherwise violates the requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act, the agency, in addition to any other remedies available to the Federal Government, may take action authorized under the Drug-Free Workplace Act.

       (3)  For recipients other than individuals, Alternate I applies.

       (4)  For recipients who are individuals, Alternate II applies.

     (b)
Certification Regarding Drug-Free Workplace Requirements

     Alternate I

       (1)  The recipient certifies that it will provide a drug-free workplace by:

         (A)
Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the applicant's/grantee's workplace and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of such prohibition;

 

(B)
Establishing a drug-free awareness program to inform employees about--

           1.  The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace;

           2.  The recipient's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;

           3.  Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and

           4.  The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring in the workplace;

         (C)  Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of the grant be given a copy of the statement required by paragraph (b)(1)(A);

 

(D)
Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph (b)(1)(A) that, as a condition of employment under the grant, the employee will--

           1.  Abide by the terms of the statement; and

           2.  Notify the employer of any criminal drug statute conviction for a violation occurring in the workplace no later than five days after such conviction;

 

(E)
Notifying the agency within ten days after receiving notice under subparagraph (b)(1)(D)1. from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of such conviction;

 

(F)
Taking one of the following actions, within 30 days of receiving notice under subparagraph (b)(1)(D)2., with respect to any employee who is so convicted--

 


1.  Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including termination; or

 


2.  Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a Federal, State, or local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate agency;

 

(G)
Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug- free workplace through implementation of paragraphs (b)(1)(A), (b)(1)(B), (b)(1)(C), (b)(1)(D), (b)(1)(E) and (b)(1)(F).

     (2)
 The recipient shall insert in the space provided below the site(s) for the performance of work done in connection with the specific grant:

     Place of Performance (Street address, city, county, state, zip code)

     ________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________________

     Alternate II

 The recipient certifies that, as a condition of the grant, he or she will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance in conducting any activity with the grant.

   3.  CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS -- PRIMARY COVERED TRANSACTIONS [3]

     (a)
 Instructions for Certification

       1.  By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective primary participant is providing the certification set out below.

       2.  The inability of a person to provide the certification required below will not necessarily result in denial of participation in this covered transaction.  The prospective participant shall submit an explanation of why it cannot provide the certification set out below. The certification or explanation will be considered in connection with the department or agency's determination whether to enter into this transaction.  However, failure of the prospective primary participant to furnish a certification or an explanation shall disqualify such person from participation in this transaction.

       3.  The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when the department or agency determined to enter into this transaction.  If it is later determined that the prospective primary participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction for cause or default.

       4.  The prospective primary participant shall provide immediate written notice to the department or agency to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective primary participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

       5.  The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended," "ineligible," lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person," "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily excluded," as used in this clause, have the meaning set out in the Definitions and Coverage sections of the rules implementing Executive Order 12549. [4]  You may contact the department or agency to which this proposal is being submitted for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.

       6.  The prospective primary participant agrees by submitting this proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency entering into this transaction.

       7.  The prospective primary participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include the clause titled "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion--Lower Tier Covered Transaction," [5] provided by the department or agency entering into this covered transaction, without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

       8.  A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the methods and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals. Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Nonprocurement List.

       9.  Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealing.

       10.  Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 6 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction for cause or default.

     (b)
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters--Primary Covered Transactions

       (1)  The prospective primary participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, the it and its principals:

         (A)   Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal department or agency;

         (B)  Have not within a three-year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or receiving stolen property;

       (C)
Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity (Federal, State or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(B) of this certification;

      (D)
Have not within a three-year period proceeding this application/proposal had one or more public transactions (Federal, State or local) terminated for cause or default.

     (2)  Where the prospective primary participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

   4.  CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

 The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

   (1)  No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement.

   (2)  If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,"  in accordance with its instructions.

   (3)  The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly.

 This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, United States Code.  Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

 Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

 The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and  belief, that:  If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

   5.  PROHIBITION ON ASSISTANCE TO DRUG TRAFFICERS FOR COVERED COUNTRIES AND INDIVIDUALS (ADS 206)

 USAID reserves the right to terminate this [Agreement/Contract], to demand a refund or take other appropriate measures if the [Grantee/ Contractor] is found to have been  convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as defined in 22 CFR Part 140. The undersigned shall review USAID ADS 206 to determine if any certification are required for Key Individuals or Covered Participants.

 If there are COVERED PARTICIPANTS: USAID reserves the right to terminate assistance to, or take or take other appropriate measures with respect to, any participant approved by USAID who is found to have been convicted of a narcotics offense or to have been engaged in drug trafficking as  defined in 22 CFR Part 140.

   6.  CERTIFICATION OF RECIPIENT

 The recipient certifies that it has reviewed and is familiar with the proposed grant format and the regulations applicable thereto, and that it agrees to comply with all such regulations, except as noted below (use a continuation page as necessary):

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

 Solicitation No. ________________________________

 Application/Proposal No. ______________________________

 Date of Application/Proposal __________________________

 Name of Recipient _______________________________

 Typed Name and Title ___________________________________

                      ___________________________________

 Signature _________________________________________ Date _______________

      [1]  FORMATS:  Rev. 06/16/97 (ADS 303.6, E303.5.6a) [2]  When these Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of Recipient are used for cooperative agreements, the term "Grant" means "Cooperative Agreement". [3]  The recipient must obtain from each identified subgrantee and (sub)contractor, and submit with its application/proposal, the Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion -- Lower Tier Transactions, set forth in Attachment A hereto.  The recipient should reproduce additional copies as necessary. [4]  See ADS Chapter E303.5.6a, 22 CFR 208, Annex1, App A. [5]  For USAID, this clause is entitled "Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion (March 1989)" and is set forth in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Related Matters" if the recipient is a U.S. nongovernmental organization, or in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters" if the recipient is a non-U.S. nongovernmental organization.

  PART II - OTHER STATEMENTS OF RECIPIENT

   1.  AUTHORIZED INDIVIDUALS

 The recipient represents that the following persons are authorized to negotiate on its behalf with the Government and to bind the recipient in connection with this application or grant:

          Name               Title               Telephone No.      Facsimile No.

   ______________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________

   2.  TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN)

 If the recipient is a U.S. organization, or a foreign organization which has income effectively connected with the conduct of activities in the U.S. or has an office or a place of business or a fiscal paying agent in the U.S., please indicate the recipient's TIN:

 TIN: ________________________________

   3.  CONTRACTOR IDENTIFICATION NUMBER - DATA UNIVERSAL NUMBERING SYSTEM (DUNS) NUMBER

     (a)  In the space provided at the end of this provision, the recipient should supply the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number applicable to that name and address.  Recipients should take care to report the number that identifies the recipient's name and address exactly as stated in the proposal.

     (b)  The DUNS is a 9-digit number assigned by Dun and Bradstreet Information Services.  If the recipient does not have a DUNS number, the recipient should call Dun and Bradstreet directly at 1-800-333-0505. A DUNS number will be provided immediately by telephone at no charge to the recipient.  The recipient  should be prepared to provide the following information:

       (1) Recipient's name.

       (2) Recipient's address.

       (3) Recipient's telephone number.

       (4) Line of business.

       (5) Chief executive officer/key manager.

       (6) Date the organization was started.

       (7) Number of people employed by the recipient.

       (8) Company affiliation.

     (c)  Recipients located outside the United States may obtain the  location and phone number of the local Dun and Bradstreet Information  Services office from the Internet Home Page at

 http://www.dbisna.com/dbis/customer/custlist.htm. If an offeror is unable to locate a local service center, it may send an e-mail to Dun and Bradstreet at globalinfo@dbisma.com.

 The  DUNS system is distinct from the Federal Taxpayer Identification  Number (TIN) system.

 DUNS: ________________________________________

   4.  LETTER OF CREDIT (LOC) NUMBER

 If the recipient has an existing Letter of Credit (LOC) with USAID,  please indicate the LOC number:

 LOC:  _________________________________________

   5.  PROCUREMENT INFORMATION

     (a)  Applicability.  This applies to the procurement of goods and  services planned by the recipient (i.e., contracts, purchase orders,  etc.) from a supplier of goods or services for the direct use or benefit

 of the recipient in conducting the program supported by the grant, and  not to assistance provided by the recipient (i.e., a subgrant or  subagreement) to a subgrantee or subrecipient in support of the  subgrantee's or subrecipient's program.  Provision by the recipient of  the requested information does not, in and of itself, constitute USAID approval.

     (b)  Amount of Procurement.  Please indicate the total estimated  dollar amount of goods and services which the recipient plans to purchase under the grant:

      $__________________________

     (c) Nonexpendable Property.  If the recipient plans to purchase nonexpendable equipment, which would require the approval of the Agreement Officer, please indicate below (using a continuation page,

 as necessary) the types, quantities of each, and estimated unit costs.  Nonexpendable equipment for which the Agreement Officer's approval to purchase is required is any article of nonexpendable tangible personal  property charged directly to the grant, having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit.

 Type/Description(Generic)             Quantity       Estimated Unit Cost

 -------------------------             --------       -------------------

     (d)  Source, Origin, and Componentry of Goods.  If the recipient plans to purchase any goods/commodities which are not of U.S. source and/or U.S. origin, and/or does not contain at least 50% componentry which are not at least 50% U.S. source and origin, please indicate below  (using a continuation page, as necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of each, and probable source and/or origin,  to include the probable source and/or origin of the components if less

 than 50% U.S. components will be contained in the commodity.  "Source"  means the country from which a commodity is shipped to the cooperating country or the cooperating country itself if the commodity is located therein at the time of purchase.  However, where a commodity is shipped

 from a free port or bonded warehouse in the form in which received therein, "source" means the country from which the commodity was shipped to the free port or bonded warehouse.  Any commodity whose source is a  non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.  The "origin" of a commodity is the country or area in which a commodity is mined, grown, or produced.  A commodity is produced when, through manufacturing, processing, or substantial and major assembling of  components, a commercially recognized new commodity results, which is substantially different in basic characteristics or in purpose or utility from its components.  Merely packaging various items together for a particular procurement or relabeling items does not constitute production of a commodity.  Any commodity whose origin is a non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.  "Components" are the goods, which go directly into the production of a produced commodity.   Any component from a non-Free World country makes the commodity ineligible for USAID financing.

 Type/Description  Quantity  Estimated  Goods  Components  Probable

   (Generic)                 Unit Cost                      Source

 ----------------  --------  ---------  -----  ----------  --------

Goods  Components  Probable  Origin

 -----  ----------  --------

  (e)  Restricted Goods.  If the recipient plans to purchase any restricted goods, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as  necessary) the types and quantities of each, estimated unit costs of

 each, intended use, and probable source and/or origin.  Restricted goods are Agricultural Commodities, Motor Vehicles, Pharmaceuticals,  Pesticides, Rubber Compounding Chemicals and Plasticizers, Used

 Equipment, U.S. Government-Owned Excess Property, and Fertilizer. 

 Type/Description  Quantity  Estimated  Probable  Probable  Intended Use

    (Generic)                Unit Cost   Source    Origin

 ----------------  --------  ---------  --------  --------  -------------

     (f)  Supplier Nationality.  If the recipient plans to purchase any goods or services from suppliers of goods and services whose nationality is not in the U.S., please indicate below (using a continuation page, as  necessary) the types and quantities of each good or service, estimated costs of each, probable nationality of each non-U.S. supplier of each good or service, and the rationale for purchasing from a non-U.S. supplier.  Any supplier whose nationality is a non-Free World country is ineligible for USAID financing.

 Type/Description  Quantity  Estimated  Probable Supplier Nationality  Rationale

   (Generic)                 Unit Cost  (Non-U.S. Only)  for non-U.S.

 ----------------  --------  ---------  -----------------------------  ----------

     (g)  Proposed Disposition.  If the recipient plans to purchase any  nonexpendable equipment with a unit acquisition cost of $5,000 or more, please indicate below (using a continuation page, as necessary) the proposed disposition of each such item.  Generally, the recipient may either retain the property for other uses and make compensation to USAID (computed by applying the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program to the current fair market value of  the property), or sell the property and reimburse USAID an amount computed by applying to the sales proceeds the percentage of federal participation in the cost of the original program (except that the recipient may deduct from the federal share $500 or 10% of the proceeds, whichever is greater, for selling and handling expenses),

 or donate the property to a host country institution, or otherwise dispose of the property as instructed by USAID.

 Type/Description(Generic)  Quantity  Estimated Unit Cost  Proposed Disposition

 -------------------------  --------  -------------------  --------------------

   6.  PAST PERFORMANCE REFERENCES

  (NOTE:  PAST PERFORMANCE REFERENCES ARE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE ANNEX TO THE TECHNICAL PROPOSAL. [SEE SECTION IV.2.C.2 OF THE RFA]

 On a continuation page, please provide a list of the ten most current U.S. Government and/or privately-funded contracts, grants, cooperative agreements, etc., and the name, address, and telephone number of the  Contract/Agreement Officer or other contact person.

   7.  TYPE OF ORGANIZATION

 The recipient, by checking the applicable box, represents that -

(a)  If the recipient is a U.S. entity, it operates as [  ] a  corporation incorporated under the laws of the State of, [ ] an  individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a nongovernmental nonprofit  organization, [  ] a state or local governmental organization,  [  ] a private college or university, [  ] a public college or

 university, [  ] an international organization, or [  ] a joint  venture; or

     (b)  If the recipient is a non-U.S. entity, it operates as [  ] a  corporation organized under the laws of _____________________________  (country), [  ] an individual, [  ] a partnership, [  ] a

 nongovernmental nonprofit organization, [  ] a nongovernmental educational institution, [ ] a governmental organization, [ ] an international organization, or [ ] a joint venture.

8.  ESTIMATED COSTS OF COMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS

 The following are the estimate(s) of the cost of each separate communications product (i.e., any printed material [other than non- color photocopy material], photographic services, or video production

 services) which is anticipated under the grant.  Each estimate must include all the costs associated with preparation and execution of the product.  Use a continuation page as necessary.

Attachment A

  CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, INELIGIBILITY AND

VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION
LOWER TIER COVERED TRANSACTIONS

   (a)  Instructions for Certification

1.  By signing and submitting this proposal, the prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below.

 
2.  The certification in this clause is a material representation of  fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was entered  into.  If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier

 participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department  or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

 
3.  The prospective lower tier participant shall provide immediate  written notice to the person to which this proposal is submitted if at any time the prospective lower tier participant learns that its

 certification was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

 
4.
The terms "covered transaction," "debarred," "suspended,"  ineligible, "lower tier covered transaction," "participant," "person,"  "primary covered transaction," "principal," "proposal," and "voluntarily  excluded," as used in this clause, has the meanings set out in the  Definitions and Coverage sections of rules implementing Executive Order  12549. 1/ You may contact the person to which this proposal is submitted  for assistance in obtaining a copy of those regulations.

 
5.
The prospective lower tier participant agrees by submitting this  proposal that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into,  it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless authorized by the department or agency with which this

 transaction originated.

 
6.
The prospective lower tier participant further agrees by submitting this proposal that it will include this clause titled  "Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and

 Voluntary Exclusion--Lower Tier covered Transaction," 2/ without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions.

 
7.
A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower tier covered transaction that it is not debarred, suspended, ineligible, or

 voluntarily excluded from the covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant may decide the method and frequency by which it determines the eligibility of its principals.

 Each participant may, but is not required to, check the Non procurement List.

 
8.
Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to render in good faith the certification required by this clause.  The knowledge and information of a participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business dealings.

 
9.
Except for transactions authorized under paragraph 5 of these instructions, if a participant in a covered transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is suspended, debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment.

   (b)  Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion--Lower Tier Covered Transactions

     (1)
 The prospective lower tier participant certifies, by submission of this proposal, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or

 voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

 
(2)
Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such prospective participant shall attach an explanation to this proposal.

 Solicitation No. _______________________________

 Application/Proposal No. ________________________________

 Date of Application/Proposal ____________________________

 Name of Applicant/Subgrantee ____________________________

 Typed Name and Title ____________________________________

                      ____________________________________

 Signature _______________________________________________

 1/
See ADS Chapter 303, 22 CFR 208.

 2/
For USAID, this clause is entitled "Debarment, Suspension,

 Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion (March 1989)" and is set forth in the USAID grant standard provision for U.S. nongovernmental organizations entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Related Matters"  (see ADS Chapter 303), or in the USAID grant standard provision for  non-U.S. nongovernmental organizations entitled "Debarment, Suspension,  and Other Responsibility Matters" (see ADS Chapter 303).

  KEY INDIVIDUAL CERTIFICATION NARCOTICS OFFENSES AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

 I hereby certify that within the last ten years:

   1. I have not been convicted of a violation of, or a conspiracy to violate, any law or regulation of the United States or any other country concerning narcotic or psychotropic drugs or other controlled substances.

   2. I am not and have not been an illicit trafficker in any such drug or controlled substance.

   3. I am not and have not been a knowing assistor, abettor, conspirator, or colluder with others in the illicit trafficking in any such drug or substance.

 Signature: ________________________

 Date: _____________________________

 Name: _____________________________

 Title/Position: ____________________________

 Organization: ______________________________

 Address: ___________________________________

          ___________________________________

 Date of Birth: ______________________________

 NOTICE:

   1. You are required to sign this Certification under the provisions of 22 CFR Part 140, Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers. These regulations were issued by the Department of State and require that certain key individuals of organizations must sign this Certification.

   2. If you make a false Certification you are subject to U.S. criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

  PARTICIPANT CERTIFICATION NARCOTICS OFFENSES AND DRUG TRAFFICKING

   1. I hereby certify that within the last ten years:

     a. I have not been convicted of a violation of, or a conspiracy to violate, any law or regulation of the United States or any other country concerning narcotic or psychotropic drugs or other controlled substances.

     b. I am not and have not been an illicit trafficker in any such drug or controlled substance.

     c. I am not or have not been a knowing assistor, abettor, conspirator, or colluder with others in the illicit trafficking in any such drug or substance.

   2. I understand that USAID may terminate my training if it is determined that I engaged in the above conduct during the last ten years or during my USAID training.

 Signature: ___________________________________

 Name: ______________________________________

 Date: ______________________________________

 Address: ___________________________________

          ___________________________________

 Date of Birth: _____________________________

 NOTICE:

   1. You are required to sign this Certification under the provisions of 22 CFR Part 140,Prohibition on Assistance to Drug Traffickers. These regulations were issued by the Department of State and require that certain participants must sign this Certification.

   2. If you make a false Certification you are subject to U.S. criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. 1001.

FORMATS: Rev. 06/16/97 (ADS 303.6, E303.5.6a) When these Certifications, Assurances, and Other Statements of Recipient are used for cooperative agreements, the term "Grant" means "Cooperative Agreement". The recipient must obtain from each identified subgrantee and (sub)contractor, and submit with its application/proposal, the Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion -- Lower Tier Transactions, set forth in Attachment A hereto.  The recipient should reproduce additional copies as necessary. See ADS Chapter E303.5.6a, 22 CFR 208, Annex1, App A. For USAID, this clause is entitled "Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility, and Voluntary Exclusion (March 1989)" and is set forth in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Related Matters" if the recipient is a U.S. nongovernmental organization, or in the grant standard provision entitled "Debarment, Suspension, and Other Responsibility Matters" if the recipient is a non-U.S. nongovernmental organization.

Annex 1 – Sample Leader Cooperative Agreement

Subject:  Leader with Associates Cooperative Agreement No. ___________________

Dear ___________:

Pursuant to the authority contained in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, the U.S. Agency for International Development (hereinafter referred to as "USAID" or "Grantor") hereby grants to ________________________ (hereinafter referred to as "____" or "Recipient"), the sum of $___________ to provide support for the implementation of a Global Program to _______________________, as described in Attachment 1, entitled "Schedule"  and in Attachment 2, entitled "Program Description" of this award.

This Leader with Associates award is effective and obligation is made as of the date of this letter and shall apply to commitments made by the Recipient in furtherance of program objectives during the period beginning with the effective date and ending _________.  USAID shall not be liable for reimbursing the Recipient for any costs in excess of the obligated amount.

This award is made to ____, on condition that the funds will be  administered in accordance with the terms and conditions as set  forth in 22 CFR 226, entitled "Administration of Assistance Awards  to U.S. Non‑Governmental Organizations"; Attachment 1, entitled  "Schedule"; Attachment 2, entitled "Program Description" and Attachment 3 entitled "Standard Provisions". 

In the space provided below, please sign the original and each copy of this letter to acknowledge your acceptance  of this award and return the original and all but one copy to the Agreement Officer.








Sincerely,








Agreement Officer

 Attachments:

         1.   Schedule

         2.   Program Description

         3.   Standard Provisions (Mandatory and Optional)

The terms of this Agreement are acceptable to the Recipient:

BY:_______________________________

TITLE:____________________________

DATE:_____________________________

ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA

         A.  GENERAL

         1. Total Estimated USAID Amount: 

         2. Cost Sharing Amount (Non-Federal):

         3. Total Obligated Amount:   

         4. Activity:

         5. USAID Project Office:

         6. Employer I.D. Number:

         7. DUNS No.:

         B. SPECIFIC

         1. A&A Request Number:       

         2. Org ID:      

         3. Account:                

         4. Obl. Amount:               

ATTACHMENT 1

SCHEDULE

1.1
PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT


The purpose of this Agreement is to provide support for the program described in Attachment 2 of this Agreement entitled "Program Description."

1.2
PERIOD OF AGREEMENT


 The effective date of this Agreement is the date of the Cover Letter and the completion date is ______________.

1.3
AMOUNT OF AWARD and PAYMENT


1. The total estimated amount of this Agreement is $_______.


2. USAID hereby obligates the amount of $________ for program expenditures during the period set forth in B.2 above and as shown in the Budget below.


3. Payment shall be made to the Recipient by (TO BE DETERMINED) in accordance with the procedures set forth in (TO BE DETERMINED).


4. Additional funds up to the total amount of the grant shown above may be obligated by USAID subject to the availability of funds and 22 CFR 226.25.

1.4
BUDGET


The following is the Agreement Budget.  Revisions to this budget shall be made in accordance with 22 CFR 226.25.

Activity



Amount



Global Program to

 
(USAID)   TBD

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx                                   

Cost Share



(Recipient)  TBD

Total Program Amount 


TOTAL       TBD

1.5
REPORTING AND EVALUATION


1.
Financial Reporting

The Recipient shall submit an original and two copies quarterly.  Financial Reports shall be in keeping with General Provision "Accounting, Audit, and Records". Original should be sent to USAID/M/FM/CMP/MP, Rm. 7.07-018, RRB; one copy to the CTO (USAID/GH/HIDN, Ruth Frischer) listed on the Cover Page of this Agreement; and the second copy to the Agreement Officer, USAID/M/OP/GH/HSR, Rm. 7.09-071 RRB, all at Washington, DC 20523. 

Recipients shall list each country included in the program and the total amount expended for each country under the award for the reporting period in the "Remarks" block on the "Financial Status Report" SF-269 or SF-269A, or on a separate sheet of paper with the "Request for Advance or Reimbursement" SF-270.

2. Performance Monitoring and Reporting

      a.  Content of Semi-Annually Program Performance Reports:  This report shall briefly describe actual accomplishments toward the program goals and objectives, progress toward the targets of performance indicators (to be determined jointly by the Recipient and the USAID CTO); reasons why established goals were not met, if applicable; and other pertinent information concerning the Agreement activity. The reports, which should be submitted electronically to USAID, must also include an explanation of the quantifiable output of the research studies and/or introduction activities, including protocols and advance copies of publications and presentations.   
b.  Work Plan:  Within 30 days of the signing of this Agreement, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for Year 1 of this Agreement, showing the planned activities and performance benchmarks, delineated by each calendar quarter and linked to program goals and objectives.  In subsequent years, within 30 days prior to the end of the current program year, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for the new program year.  The work plan shall be submitted to the USAID CTO specified in the Cover Letter of this Award.

c.  Final Report:  The Recipient shall submit an original and one copy to the CTO identified in the Cover Letter and one copy  to the USAID Development Experience Clearninghouse, ATTN: Document Acquisitions 1611 Kent Street, Suite 200, Arlington, VA 22209-2111 or (e-mail:doocsubmit@dec.cdie.org).  The final performance report shall contain the information contained in c. above and will cover the entire period of the Agreement.

  3.    In keeping with the requirements established in 22 CFR 226.52, the Recipient is required to submit an original and one copy to:

       a.  the CTO(s) and/or designates. 
        b.  Reports and intellectual products required above will also be submitted in electronic format and hard copy to PPC/CDIE/DI, Attn. ACQUISITIONS, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 20523. 
The Recipient shall submit an original and one copy of the semi-annually performance report to the CTO, Ronald Reagan Building, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC  20523.  In addition, one copy shall be submitted to USAID/CDIE/DI, Washington, DC 20523‑3800.  A final performance report is required within 90 days following the completion of this Cooperative Agreement.  Performance reports shall contain the information requested in 22 CFR 226.51, in a format that provides for macro-level reporting that encompasses both this leader award and all associate awards.

1.6
SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT BY USAID

USAID will be involved in the following activities with the Recipient during the implementation of the activity:

a)      Approval of annual work plans, research studies/protocols, and all modifications that describe the specific activities to be carried out under the Agreements;
b)      Approval of specified key personnel;
c)      Approval of monitoring and evaluation plans; USAID involvement in monitoring progress toward achieving GRA and CRA outcomes, including participation in technical meetings during the course of the LWA.
1.7
INDIRECT COSTS


Pursuant to the Optional Standard Provision of this Award entitled Negotiated Indirect Cost Rates - (TO BE DETERMINED), an indirect cost rate shall be established for each of the Recipient's accounting periods which apply to this Award.  Pending establishment of final or revised PROVISIONAL indirect cost rates, PROVISIONAL payments on account of allowable costs shall be made on the basis of the following negotiated PROVISIONAL rate(s) applied to the base(s), which is (are) set forth below:


Rate

Base

Period

TO BE DETERMINED     1/    
From: Agreement Effective date                     
              




      



To: Until Amended

1/   Base of Application:   TO BE DETERMINED

1.8
TITLE TO AND CARE OF PROPERTY


Title to all property financed under this award shall vest in the Recipient subject to the requirements of 22 CFR 226.30 through 37.

1.9
AUTHORIZED GEOGRAPHIC CODE


The authorized geographic code for procurement of goods and services under this award is Code 000.  Local cost financing shall be authorized in accordance with the standard provision "Local Procurement (1998)".

1.10
PROGRAM INCOME


The Recipient shall account for Program Income in accordance with 22 CFR 226.24.  Program Income earned under this award shall be applied to the Agreement to further the Program objectives.

1.11
COST SHARE


The Recipient shall account for cost share in accordance with 22 CFR 226.23, Cost Sharing or Matching.

1.12
KEY PERSONNEL


The following positions  are considered key to the successful completion of the project described in this Agreement.  The named personnel are approved and the Recipient agrees to submit to USAID for approval any proposed replacement for any of the persons named below.



Position

            
Name

(TO BE DETERMINED)

1.13  FUTURE AWARDS


This is a "Leader with Associates" cooperative agreement.  Subject to the consent of the Recipient, and concurrence by the GH CTO for this award, additional cooperative agreements or grants may be negotiated and awarded separately by USAID Missions or Bureaus to support the same objectives described in the Program Description contained at Attachment 2 of this award.  

1.14  PERIOD OF LEADER 


This leader award is for a five-year period and may be extended up to ten years. 

1.15  IMPLEMENTATION OF E.O. 13224 – EXECUTIVE ORDER ON TERRORIST        FINANCING


The Recipient is reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism.  It is the legal responsibility of the recipient to ensure compliance with these Executive Orders and laws.  This provision must be included in all subcontractors/subawards issued under this agreement.
ATTACHMENT 2

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

(SEE SECTION II OF THE RFA)

Annex 2 - Sample Associate Award

Subject:  Associate Cooperative Agreement No. _________________________

              (Reference Leader Cooperative Agreement No.__________________) 

Dear ___________:

Pursuant to the authority contained in the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, the U.S. Agency for International Development (hereinafter referred to as "USAID" or "Grantor") hereby grants to ________________________  (hereinafter referred to as "____" or "Recipient"), the sum of $___________ to provide support for the implementation of a Global Program to _______________________, as described in Attachment 1, entitled "Schedule"  and in Attachment 2, entitled "Program Description" of this award.

This Associates award is effective and obligation is made as of the date of this letter and shall apply to commitments made by the Recipient in furtherance of program objectives during the period beginning with the effective date and ending _________.  USAID shall not be liable for reimbursing the Recipient for any costs in excess of the obligated amount.

This award is made to ____, on condition that the funds will be  administered in accordance with the terms and conditions as set forth in 22 CFR 226, entitled "Administration of Assistance Awards to U.S. Non‑Governmental Organizations"; Attachment 1, entitled  "Schedule"; Attachment 2, entitled "Program Description" and  the "Standard Provisions" set forth in the Leader award referenced above. 

In the space provided below, please sign the original and each copy of this letter to acknowledge your acceptance of this award and return the original and all but one copy to the Agreement Officer.

                             

Sincerely,

                             

Agreement Officer

 Attachments:

         1.   Schedule

         2.   Program Description

The terms of this Agreement are acceptable to the Recipient:

BY:_______________________________

TITLE:____________________________

DATE:_____________________________

ACCOUNTING AND APPROPRIATION DATA

         A.  GENERAL

         1. Total Estimated USAID Amount: 

         2. Cost Sharing Amount:      

         3. Total Obligated Amount:   

         4. Activity:

         5. USAID Project Office:

         6. Employer I.D. Number:

         7. DUNS No.:

         B. SPECIFIC

         1. A&A Request Number:       

         2. Org ID:      

         3. Account:                

         4. Obl. Amount:               

ATTACHMENT 1

SCHEDULE

1.1
PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT


The purpose of this Agreement is to provide support for the program described in Attachment 2 of this Agreement entitled "Program Description."

1.2
PERIOD OF AGREEMENT


 The effective date of this Agreement is the date of the Cover Letter and the completion date is ______________.  The effective date of the associated Leader award is (TO BE DETERMINED).  

1.3
AMOUNT OF AWARD and PAYMENT

     1. The total estimated amount of this Agreement is $_______.


2. USAID hereby obligates the amount of $________ for program expenditures during the period set forth in B.2 above and as shown in the Budget below.


3. Payment shall be made to the Recipient by (TO BE DETERMINED) in accordance with the procedures set forth in (TO BE DETERMINED).

      4. Additional funds up to the total amount of the grant shown above may be obligated by USAID subject to the availability of funds and 22 CFR 226.25.

1.4
BUDGET


The following is the Agreement Budget.  Revisions to this budget shall be made in accordance with 22 CFR 226.25.


Activity 
            
Amount



Global Program to                 
(USAID)   

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Cost Share                        
(Recipient)

Total Program Amount              
TOTAL

1.5 REPORTING AND EVALUATION

The Recipient will adhere to all reporting requirements listed below.  All reports as required under Substantial Involvement shall be submitted by the due date for approval of the USAID Cognizant Technical Officer (CTO) (s) designated by the USAID Agreement Officer.  Additional reports requiring review and clearances, when necessary, are listed under each requirement.  Recipient will consult the CTO on the format and expected content of reports prior to submission. 
1) Financial Reporting 
      
Financial reporting requirements will be in accordance with 22 CFR 226.  
2) Performance Monitoring and Reporting
         
a.  Content of Semi-Annually Program Performance Reports:  This report shall briefly describe actual accomplishments toward the program goals and objectives, progress toward the targets of performance indicators (to be determined jointly by the Recipient and the USAID CTO); reasons why established goals were not met, if applicable; and other pertinent information concerning the Agreement activity. The reports, which should be submitted electronically to USAID, must also include an explanation of the quantifiable output of the research studies and/or introduction activities, including protocols and advance copies of publications and presentations.

b.  Work Plan: Within 30 days of the signing of this Agreement, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for Year 1 of this Agreement, showing the planned activities and performance benchmarks, delineated by each calendar quarter and linked to program goals and objectives.  In subsequent years, within 30 days prior to the end of the current program year, the Recipient shall submit an annual work plan for the new program year.  The work plan shall be submitted to the USAID CTO specified in the Cover Letter of this Award.

c.  Final Report: The Recipient shall submit an original and one copy to the CTO identified in the Cover Letter and one copy to the USAID Development Experience Clearninghouse, ATTN: Document Acquisitions 1611 Kent Street, Suite 200, Arlington, VA 22209-2111 or (e-mail:docsubmit@dec.cdie.org).  The final performance report shall contain the information contained in c. above and will cover the entire period of the Agreement.

  3)    Distribution of reports:

       a.  Reports required as described in this section will be sent to CTO(s) and/or designates. 
        b.  Reports and intellectual products required above will also be submitted in electronic format and hard copy to PPC/CDIE/DI, Attn. ACQUISITIONS, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D.C. 20523.
1.6
SIGNIFICANT INVOLVEMENT BY USAID 

USAID will be involved in the following activities with the Recipient during the implementation of the Project:



1. Approval of annual workplans.



2. Designation of key positions and approval of key personnel.



3. USAID approval of monitoring and evaluation plans, and USAID involvement in monitoring progress towards achievement of program objectives during the course of the cooperative agreement.   

1.7
INDIRECT COSTS


Pursuant to the Optional Standard Provision of this Award entitled Negotiated Indirect Cost Rates - (TO BE DETERMINED), an indirect cost rate shall be established for each of the Recipient's accounting periods which apply to this Award.  Pending establishment of final or revised PROVISIONAL indirect cost rates, PROVISIONAL payments on account of allowable costs shall be made on the basis of the following negotiated PROVISIONAL rate(s) applied to the base(s) which is (are) set forth below:

                   Rate     
Base    
Period

            TO BE DETERMINED 
1/    
From: Agreement Effective date






To:   Until Rate is Amended

1/   Base of Application:   TO BE DETERMINED

1.8
TITLE TO AND CARE OF PROPERTY


Title to all property financed under this award shall vest in (TO BE DETERMINED).

1.9
AUTHORIZED GEOGRAPHIC CODE


The authorized geographic code for procurement of goods and services under this award is Code (TO BE DETERMINED).

1.10
PROGRAM INCOME


The Recipient shall account for Program Income in accordance with 22 CFR 226.24.  Program Income earned under this award shall be (TO BE DETERMINED)

1.11
COST SHARE


The Recipient shall account for cost share in accordance with 22 CFR 226.23, Cost Sharing or Matching.

1.12
KEY PERSONNEL


The following positions  are considered key to the successful completion of the project described in this Agreement.  The named personnel are approved and the Recipient agrees to submit to USAID for approval any proposed replacement for any of the persons named below.



Position

            
Name



(TO BE DETERMINED)

1.13  ASSOCIATES COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT


This is a Associates cooperative agreement which has been issued in association with GH Office of Population, Leader with Associates (LWA) cooperative agreement number (TO BE DETERMINED), a copy of which shall be filed with this associate award.  All Mission or Bureau issued Associate awards must be completed within 10 years of the effective date of the Leader award.

1.14  IMPLEMENTATION OF E.O. 13244 - EXECUTIVE ORDER ON TERRORIST FINANCING

The Recipient is reminded that U.S. Executive Orders and U.S. law prohibits transactions with, and the provision of resources and support to, individuals and organizations associated with terrorism.  It is the legal responsibility of the recipient to ensure compliance with these Executive Orders and laws.  This provision must be included in all subcontractors/subawards issued under this agreement.

1.14  STANDARD PROVISIONS


The standard provisions of the Leader award apply to this Associate award.

ATTACHMENT 2

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

 (To Be Determined)

MANDATORY STANDARD PROVISIONS WEBSITE REFERENCES

Mandatory Standard Provisions for U.S. Nongovernmental recipients can be accessed through USAID’s website www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/300/303maa.doc.

Mandatory Standard Provisions for Non-U.S., Nongovernmental recipients can be accessed through USAID’s website www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/300/303mab.doc.

ATTACHMENT 1

LIST OF ACRONYM  TC \l1 "Annex 3: Acronym list
AAD
Activity Approval Document
AADCD
Activity Approval Document Completion Date
ADS
Automated Directive System

CA 
Cooperating Agency

CD
Completion Date

CFR
Code of Federal Regulations

CHR
Child Health Research Project

CS
Child Survival

CSH
Child Survival and Health Programs Fund

CTO
Cognizant Technical Officer

ESF
Economic Support Fund

FFY
Final Fiscal Year

FSA
FREEDOM Support Act

FY
Fiscal Year

GH
Bureau for Global Health

GH/HIDN/MCH
Bureau for Global Health, Office of Health, Infectious Disease and Nutrition, Maternal and Child Health Division 

HIDN
Office of Health, Infectious Diseases and Nutrition

ID
Infectious Diseases

IMCI
Integrated Management of Childhood Illness

MCH
Maternal and Child Health

MH
Maternal Health

NGO
Non-Governmental Organization

PVO
Private and Voluntary Organizations

RFA
Request for Assistance

RH
Reproductive Health

SO
Strategic Objective

TA
Technical Advisor

USAID
United States Agency for International Development

WHO


World Health Organization

ATTACHMENT 2

GLOSSARY

Automated Directive System (ADS): The ADS is USAID's directives management program. Agency policy directives; required procedures; and helpful, optional material are drafted, cleared, and issued through the ADS. Agency employees must adhere to these policy directives and required procedures. It is accessible via the following web site: http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/

Leader with Associates Agreement:   The difference between a Leader with Associates cooperative agreement and a standard cooperative agreement is that the Leader with Associates agreement allows missions to fund the awardees of the agreement in two different ways.   USAID missions and bureaus either can provide funding in the form of field support or a MAARD to a Leader award managed by HIDN from Washington, or establish a separate Associate award with the same entity, which they manage directly from the mission or bureau.   Please note that an associate award is not a sub-award, but rather a new agreement between USAID and the recipient of the leader award. 
If a USAID Mission or Bureau opts to use an associate award, the Mission will develop and negotiate a separate program description and the activity will be managed by a CTO housed in the Mission. In addition to having to meet all of USAID's requirements for a Cooperative Agreement, the proposed work must fit within the scope of the Activity Description of the relevant GRA or CRA leader award as certified by the CTO(s) and/or TA(s) responsible for the activity.   Once awarded, the relevant Mission CTO(s) and/or TA(s) will retain substantial involvement for the activity.  

Associate awards may be issued until the Leader award expires and may extend beyond the expiration of the Leader award.  The Leader award may authorize Associate awards for up to a five-year period.  With a non-competitive waiver, Associate awards may extend for a total of ten years.  In no case may either the Leader or Associate award extend more than five years into the future at any given time.  The Leader award may not be closed out until all the associate awards have been completed, but in no event may Associate awards extend for more than five years past the expiration of the Leader. 

After completion of the activities under the Leader award, the Bureau for Global Health, Office of Health, Infectious Diseases, and Nutrition that originated the Leader agreement may choose to provide limited amounts of funding to cover consolidated reporting on lessons learned.  Note that Associate awards will not contain separate standard provisions.  Instead, they will be subject to the provisions of the Leader award.  

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR): The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) is a codification of the general and permanent rules published in the Federal Register by the Executive departments and agencies of the Federal Government.   It is accessible via USAID’s Office of Procurement website. 

ATTACHMENT 3

QUESTIONS/ANSWERS TO DRAFT PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
PUBLICIZED APRIL 7-21, 2003

1.  Question: How many awards in total are going to be made under this RFA?   

Response:  2

2.  Question:  Will there be a support contractor?  If there is to be a support contractor, what will be the responsibilities and activities of this contractor? 

Response:  Yes. USAID will be assisted by a contractor in coordinating, monitoring, and communicating with the GRA, CRA, and other partners about studies and other work undertaken under the Framework for Health Research.  

3.  Question:  Will there be a separate contract or cooperative agreement for component 3 of the USAID framework for child health?

Response:  Yes.  As appropriate, the GRA and the CRA also may play a role in the introduction of research products under Component 3 in coordination with a range of other existing and future HIDN activities, NGO and PVO partners, and the private sector.

4.  Question:  If there will be a contract or cooperative agreement for component 3, when will this be announced for competition?  

Response:  Not known at this time.  

5.  Questions:  Can institutions in the GRA partnership be listed in the CRA and vice versa?    

                        Can the lead institution in the GRA be listed in the CRA and vice versa?  

                        Can an institution bid as the lead organization (prime contractor) on one

                        component (CRA) and simultaneously be a subcontractor on the

                        other component (GRA)?  

Response:  Yes.  The GRA and the CRA cannot be awarded to the same organization.  As long as the identical applicant-- e.g. same organization or consortium--is not the recipient of both awards, individual organizations with appropriate technical capacity could potentially be party to successful applications for both the GRA and the CRA.
6.  Question:  Is the list of grants/contracts and cooperative agreements needed for all partners? 

Response: This list is only required from the institution(s) that are involved in drafting the application. 

7.  Question:  Should we include a budget for potential Associate agreements? 

Response:  No.  

8.  Question:  Do Associate agreements count against the ceiling?  

Response:  Yes, but this issue need not be addressed at this time.  

9.  Question:  Are Associate awards expected to cost share at the same level as the Leader award?  

Response:  Yes. 

10.  Question:  Is there any advantage to the Leader agreement to exceed the promised cost-share percentage?  

Response:  No.  However, if an applicant proposes a higher than minimum cost share, this may be considered within the cost effectiveness evaluation criterion.
11.  Question:  Does USAID have an expected ceiling for the GRA?  

Response:  No.  USAID expects the level of funding that will be used to support both of these cooperative agreements (GRA and CRA) to be a total of $74 million over the five-year implementation period.  

12.  Question: Is the expectation that up to 5 research questions be developed for each technical area chosen? 

Response:  This question is somewhat ambiguous.  It can be interpreted in two ways.  

 If the question is whether the (up to) 5 questions will automatically become the areas of work under the RFA.  Please note that these studies are illustrative of the applicant’s technical capacity and may not be the topics ultimately selected through USAID’s priority setting process.
The question may also be asking how many research studies should be proposed in an application.  The  applicant is only asked to develop a maximum of 5 study questions in response to the RFA.  It is up to the applicant to decide whether the questions relate to one or two technical areas and how to allocate the questions between the two technical areas.  For the purpose of this application, the applicant is asked to identify one or two candidate technical areas that USAID might select in Component 1 at the Global or Country level. The applicant should then propose and describe up to five research studies that would contribute to answering these questions.   

13.  Question:  Some research activities are both country-specific and globally

relevant.  By what criteria will GH determine whether a specific research

program/theme belongs in CRA or GRA?  

Response:  It will be determined based upon the research needs identified by USAID. Work undertaken under the GRA and CRA will be based upon the research priorities established by USAID.  
14.  Questions: The RFA states that both GRA and CRA will be eligible for SO 3 and SO5

funds from Global Health Bureau and that two-thirds of the funds will come

from USAID GH core funding.  Does this estimate apply to CRA as well as GRA?  

What proportion of CRA funds are estimated to be allocated from Global

Health Bureau funds?  

Response:  The estimate applies to the overall Health Research Program.  It is anticipated that CRA be a major recipient of field support.   

15.  Question:  In the Child Health Research (CHR) Project (936-5986) many of the core

management costs were allocated out on a pro rata basis against individual

Mission-funded activities and/or specific research studies.  Very little

Global Health Bureau funds were available for "hotel costs" and management.

In budgeting the new application, how much of core research technical

assistance and program  management costs should be budgeted?  

Response: The applicant should indicate how it will manage sub-awards and minimize overhead rates/ administrative costs on research studies. The intent of this RFA is ensure that maximum amount of funds are used for actual studies and that hotel costs, management, and overhead are reasonable.

16.  Question:  The RFA states that a maximum of three persons can be named as key

personnel.  What is the minimum number of persons that must be named as key

personnel?  

Response:   One.   

ATTACHMENT 4

LIST OF APPLICANTS WHO RESPONDED TO THE OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT DURING THE DRAFT COMMENT PERIOD 

APRIL 7-21, 2003

(Note:  This list is provided to allow other interested parties to explore potential partnering opportunities.) 
Robert Black, MD, MPH

Chair

Department of International Health

Bloomberg School of Public Health

Johns Hopkins University

615  N. Wolfe Street 

Baltimore, MD 21231-1001 USA

410-955-3934

410-955-7159 (fax) 

e-mail: RBLACK@JHSPH.EDU
DR. ZULFIQAR A. BHUTTA  T.I.

MBBS, FRCP, FRCPCH, FCPS, PhD

The Husein Laljee Dewraj Professor of Paediatrics

Department of Paediatrics

The Aga Khan University

P.O. Box 3500, Stadium Road, Karachi-74800

Ph:  92-21-4930051 Ext 4721 or 48594721

Fax: 92-21-4934294, 4932095 

e-mail: zulfiqar.bhutta@aku.edu
Richard E. Chaisson, M.D.

Professor of Medicine, Epidemiology and International Health

Johns Hopkins University

424 N. Bond Street

Baltimore, MD 21231-1001 USA

410-955-1755

410-955-0740 (fax)

e-mail: rchaiss@jhmi.edu
Penny Enarson

Head, Child Lung Health Division

International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease

68, Boulevard Saint Michel, 75006 Paris, France.

Tel: 33/1 44 32 03 60 (79)      Fax: 33/1 43 29 90 87

Email: pennyenarson@compuserve.com

Website : http://www.iuatld.org

Karen L. Kotloff, M.D.

Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine

Center for Vaccine Development

University of Maryland School of Medicine

685 W. Baltimore Street, HSF 480

Baltimore, MD  21201

Telephone (410) 706-5328

Fax (410) 706-6205

e-mail: kkotloff@medicine.umaryland.edu
Caryn Miller, Ph.D.

e-mail:  Carynmiller@aol.com
David A. Sack, MD
Director, ICDDR,B
GPO Box 128
Dhaka 1000, Bangladesh
880-2-882-3031 (office telephone)
880-2-882-3116 (fax in Dhaka)
1-208-955-4437 (fax in USA read in Dhaka)
dsack@icddrb.org 

Jonathon Simon, Sc.D.

Director 

Center for International Health 

Boston University School of Public Health. 

715 Albany Street, T4W, Boston, MA 02118.  

617 638-5234  (department)

617-414-1260 

617-414-1261 (fax)  

e-mail: jonsimon@bu.edu  

Jorge Tolosa, MD MS

Assistant Professor

Director, Division of Research and International Health

Thomas Jefferson University

834 Chestnut Street

Suite 400

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Tel: 215-955-9198

Fax: 215-955-5041

e-mail: jorge.tolosa@mail.tju.edu
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