AMENDMENT ONE TO RFA # DHWA-04-1059
1.
Question: Although we have searched the USAID Website, we have been unable to discover the exact definition of or context in which “Natural Products” is being used in this RFA.  Please define.

   Answer:  Natural Products: It is a product processed or produced in its natural form without additional synthetic chemicals. (i.e. shea butter from shea plants, natural peanut butter or organic products)

2.
Is the Country List on p 20 exclusive/inclusive?  For example, would it be possible to work through an organization headquartered in Bulgaria (not on the list) but with membership in neighboring countries with those countries in the region such as Romania, Croatia, Ukraine?


Answer: Section C, B (2) of the RFA states “PFID activities will be limited geographically to developing and transitional countries with USAID program presence that have an appropriate strategic emphasis on agriculture and rural development, economic growth, trade or private sector development. Based on a survey with the USAID Missions, an illustrative list of countries was developed.

3.
Are commodities already being featured in existing PFID projects (e.g. fruits, vegetables) excluded from the current one if the emphasis is on processing and economic development?


Answer: If the current commodities are natural products, they can featured in this program. 

4.
Are U.S. private partners eligible to receive any USAID funds?


Answer: Yes private partners are eligible to receive USAID funds. Per Section A,I (1) A PFID partnership must be led by a U.S. university member of the partnership.  
Per Section A, I (2) PFID partnership must include a U.S. based private partner with food industry marketing expertise. 

5.
Does USAID have preference with regard to working in more than one region vs. working with two or more countries in a single region?


Answer: Per Section A, I, (4): These projects are intended to be “proof of concept” projects that will demonstrate to USAID Missions worldwide the effectiveness of the partnership’s approach to food industry development and encourage Mission buy-in.

6.
Does the RFA request for a proposal on a commodity subsector (such as fruit and vegetables subsector or meats and seafood subsector) or can the proposal be on a specific commodity (such as peanuts and peanut products)?


Answer: Per the RFA, Section C -  Program Description, A, The application will fall within the category of Natural Products. 

7.  The Philippines is not listed on page 20.  Will activities proposed for the Philippines be automatically eliminated?  If Philippines is not on the list, would it be possible to fund activities in the Philippines through an organization in Thailand (included in the list)?


Answer: Section C, B (2) of the RFA states “PFID activities will be limited geographically to developing and transitional countries with USAID program presence that have an appropriate strategic emphasis on agriculture and rural development, economic growth, trade or private sector development. Based on a survey with the USAID Missions, an illustrative list of countries was developed.
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