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BACKGROUND

The 2003 Atlantic hurricane season is projected to be active.  Professor William Gray of Colorado State University predicts that 2003 will bring eight hurricanes, 12 named storms, and eight intense hurricane days.  Atlantic basin Net Tropical Cyclone (NTC) activity in 2003 is expected to be about 140 percent of the long-term average.  Within the U.S. Agency for International Development’s Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance (USAID/DCHA), the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) is prepared to respond to a major hurricane in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) through a variety of resources, including, but not limited to, the deployment of disaster response specialists, the provision of emergency relief commodities, and the purchase of locally-available relief goods.  Should a particular storm result in the declaration of a disaster by the U.S. Ambassador, OFDA may also respond through the award of grants to qualified organizations for the provision of humanitarian relief.

DCHA/OFDA’s response to international disasters is authorized under Section 491 of the Foreign  Assistance Act which provides authority to furnish assistance … for international disaster relief and rehabilitation.  

Annual Program Statement

In preparation for the 2003 hurricane season, this annual program statement indicates the intent to include, as one option for the provision of humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, the award of grants to qualified, U.S. and non-U.S. non-governmental organizations.  Funds will only be made available for award of grants after receipt of a disaster declaration from the U.S. Ambassador to the affected country.  Notwithstanding a disaster declaration, DCHA/OFDA reserves the right to eliminate the award of grants as one of its response options.

Given the urgency of relief efforts, grants are usually awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, based on applications offering the best value.  Applications for grants are evaluated based on the extent to which they address identified critical needs with priority going to those activities that save lives and alleviate human suffering.  Description and understanding of the role that gender plays and the applicant’s plans for achieving gender-integration and balance will also be an evaluation factor.  Other evaluation criteria include an existing presence and operating infrastructure in the affected country, the organization’s immediate capacity to respond, past performance in the specific sector(s) proposed, cost-effectiveness, and cost-realism. 

Upon a specific declaration of disaster by the U.S. Ambassador to the affected country, OFDA will launch an appropriate response to meet critical emergency needs which may include, but not be limited to, the provision of water, sanitation, food, shelter, health care and other relief commodities.  This annual program statement may be updated and the weighting of evaluation criteria indicated through OFDA’s website located at http://www.usaid.gov/hum_response/ofda/ to provide further guidance to organizations interested in submitting applications to DCHA/OFDA for funding for relief activities.  At that time, DCHA/OFDA will provide more specific information on priority of critical needs to be addressed, funding available for response, and where interested organizations should direct their applications.  This Annual Program Statement is intended to apply to all DCHA/OFDA funding whether awards are made in the field at individual Missions or at USAID/Washington.

USAID reserves the right to make multiple awards, a single award, or none at all.  USAID also reserves the right to award cooperative agreements instead of grants, if substantial involvement (within the limitations of ADS 303.5.11a) is deemed necessary.  USAID shall not be liable for any costs incurred by applicants in the preparation and submission of applications.

Unless otherwise advised, applications will be accepted when presented in accordance with the “OFDA Guideline for Grant Proposals and Reporting.”  These guidelines may be obtained from the DCHA/OFDA Website at:

http://www.usaid.gov/hum_response/ofda/resources/grants/guidelines_2002.pdf
Resulting awards to non-governmental organizations will be administered in accordance with 22 CFR 226, ADS 303, applicable OMB Circulars (i.e., A-21 for universities or A-122 for non-profit organizations, and A-133 for both) or 48 CFR 31.2 for for-profit organizations, and the Standard Provisions for U.S. or Non-U.S. Non-Governmental Organizations.  22 CFR 226 is available at:

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/22cfr226_02.html
ADS 303 is available at:

http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/300/303.doc
Applicable OMB Circulars for Grants to Non-Governmental Organizations are available for review at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/circulars/index.html
48 CFR 31.2 is available at:

http://www.arnet.gov/far
Standard Provisions for U.S., Non-Governmental Organizations are available at:

http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/300/303maa.pdf
Standard Provisions for Non-U.S., Non-Governmental Organizations are available at:

http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/ads/300/303mab.pdf
Applicants are encouraged to review the “Results-Oriented Assistance:  A USAID Sourcebook” at:

http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/sourcebook/usgov
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