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United States Agency for International Development 

Regional Mission for Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS 121-03-003
AMENDMENT NO. 1
DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARY STRENGTHENING  PROGRAM IN UKRAINE

The Request for Applications is hereby amended as follows.
1.  Delete the following paragraph on page 10:

"Lastly, applicants must be cognizant of the fact that USAID seeks to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Verkhovna Rada to document or respective undertakings for the project.  It will be important for the awardee of this RFA to cooperate with USAID to ensure the successful implementation of any such MOU."

Insert the following paragraph as the fifth paragraph on page 10:

"Lastly, applicants must be cognizant of the fact that USAID seeks to negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Verkhovna Rada to document their respective undertakings for the project.  It will be important for the awardee of this RFA to cooperate with USAID to ensure the successful implementation of any such MOU."

2.  Delete the last paragraph on page 22:

"While the proposal must contain an illustrative Performance Monitoring and Evaluation Plan (PMEP) that must include indicators, targets, data sources and collection methods, baseline information or a timeline for collecting it, benchmarks and periodic evaluations.  USAID has already identified several indicators that the awardee will be required to collect.  Applicants may limit themselves to these required indicators and explain how they will collect them as requested above or applicants may choose to propose an expanded PMEP that included the required indicators as well as others that the applicant deems important to program management.  Those required indicators are as follows:"

Insert the following as the last paragraph on page 22:

"While the proposal must contain an illustrative Performance Monitoring and Evaluation Plan (PMEP) that must include indicators, targets, data sources and collection methods, baseline information or a timeline for collecting it, benchmarks and periodic evaluations,  USAID has already identified several indicators that the awardee will be required to collect.  Applicants may limit themselves to these required indicators and explain how they will collect them as requested above or applicants may choose to propose an expanded PMEP that included the required indicators as well as others that the applicant deems important to program management.  Those required indicators are as follows:"

3.  Delete the last paragraph on page 25:

"At the mid-point of this activity, USAID may elect to organize an independent evaluation of the project and its results, which can be expected to provide guidance regarding the goals, priorities, and methods of supporting Ukrainian independent media.  It is expected that the Recipient will cooperate fully with USAID and the evaluation team to ensure that the evaluation is as technically strong as possible."

Insert the following paragraph as the last paragraph on page. 25:

"At the mid-point of this activity, USAID may elect to organize an independent evaluation of the project and its results, which can be expected to provide guidance regarding the goals, priorities, and methods of supporting the Verkhovna Rada.  It is expected that the Recipient will cooperate fully with USAID and the evaluation team to ensure that the evaluation is as technically strong as possible."

4.  Add the following to Section E - Annexes:

"QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS CONCERNING RFA 121-03-003

1.
QUESTION:  It appears that proposals, both cost and technical, should be submitted to both Washington, D.C. and to Kyiv.  Are facsimile and/or email submissions are allowed?


ANSWER:  Applications, both cost and technical, should be sent to one address only.  As noted in the cover letter, the Washington, D.C. address is for applications sent via U.S. Postal Service.  This address is the State Department pouch address for Kyiv.  The Kyiv, Ukraine street address is for applications sent via air courier or hand delivered.  Applicants are advised that mail sent via the U.S. Postal Service will take approximately three weeks to arrive in Kyiv.  Air courier takes approximately three days.

2.
QUESTION:  Are letters of commitment from key personnel and/or proposed short-term consultants required?


ANSWER:  No.

3.
QUESTION:  Is biodata form 1420 required for proposed personnel?


ANSWER:  No.

4.
QUESTION:  What is a Certificate of Compliance?


ANSWER:    A sample certificate of compliance is provided below.

ORGANIZATION LETTERHEAD

Date

(RECIPIENT CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE)

To:

Agreement Officer

I,    Name (Printed or Typed)      ,    Title    , as a legally authorized representative of   

     Organization      do hereby certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, this organization's management and other employees responsible for their implementation are aware of the requirements placed on the organization by OMB Circulars, and Federal and USAID regulations with respect to the management of, among other things, personnel policies (including salaries), travel and procurement under this agreement and I further certify that the organization is in compliance with those requirements. I, we, understand that a false, or intentionally misleading, certification could be the cause for possible actions ranging from being found not responsible for this award to suspension or debarment of this organization in accordance with the provisions of USAID Regulation 8.

I, we, further agree to instruct the accounting firm that this organization retains to perform its annual audits, as required by OMB Circular A-133, to include in their review of our internal controls sufficient testing of the implementation of our personnel, travel and procurement policies to confirm compliance with Federal and USAID requirements. The conclusions of that compliance review will be included in the A-133 audit reports submitted to the government.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

_________________________

Signature

_________________________

Type or Print Name

_________________________

Position Title

_________________________

Date of Execution"
ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS REMAIN UNCHANGED.






Kyiv: 19 Nyzhny Val St., 04071 Ukraine. Phone: +380 (44) 462-5678; Fax: 462-5834

Minsk: 46 Starovilenskaya St., 220002 Belarus. Phone: +375 (17) 210-1283; Fax: 211-3032

Chisinau: 57/1 Banulescu Bodoni St., ASITO 5th Fl., 2005 Moldova. Phone: +373 (2) 237-460; Fax: 237-277


